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Jesus and the Supernatural                                Lesson 14
Matthew 8:28-34
But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, 

then the kingdom of God has come to you.
Luke 11:20

Introduction: 
The battle is for real
Eph 6:10-12
10
 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 
11 
Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. 
12 
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 

against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 


The kingdom will belong to the victor

Elements of the Messianic kingdom:



free from disease


free from difficulty


free from demonic influence


free from death



The victor must have absolute power over the adversary
We know from Matthew 4 that Jesus can resist Satan. What we need to learn is that Satan can’t resist Him.

1 John 3:8
….The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work.
Luke 11:20
But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come to you. 



If the universe is to be liberated, the liberator must be stronger than the oppressor

Rom 8:20-21

20 
For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected 
it, in hope 

21 
that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the 
children of God. 
Gal 3:22

…But the Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, …
1 John 5:19
…the whole world is under the control of the evil one
Rev 20:2, 10
2 
He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.

10 
And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false 
prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever



The credentials of the Messiah

Matthew 8 – 9
I.
The Condition






Matthew 8:28
Matt 8:28
When he arrived at the other side in the region of the Gadarenes, two demon-possessed men 


coming from the tombs met him. They were so violent that no one could pass that way

Mark 5:1-5

5:1 
They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes.   
2 
When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an evil spirit came from the tombs to meet him. 
3 
This man lived in the tombs, and no one could bind him any more, not even with a chain. 
4 
For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the irons on his feet. 
No one was strong enough to subdue him. 
5 
Night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with stones.

Luke 8:26-27

26 
They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which is across the lake from Galilee. 
27 
When Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man from the town. 



For a long time this man had not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs.

A.
Where they were


Matt 8:28
the region of the Gadarenes



Mark 5:1
the region of the Gerasenes



Luke 8:26
the region of the Gerasenes


B.
Who had the problem



1.
One man or two?




Matt 8:28
two men who were demon-possessed met Him




Mark 5:2
a man with an evil spirit came




Luke 8:27
he was met by a demon-possessed man

Variation in accounts by eye witnesses actually serve to confirm rather than discredit material facts in a court of law. 



2.
“a man from the city” (Luke 8:27 NASB)

C.
What they lived in


D.
How they behaved


E.
Demon possession revisited



1.
physical affliction



2.
mental affliction



3.
spiritual affliction


F.
Demon possession in our time
II.
The Confrontation






Matthew 8:29-33
Matt 8:29-34

29 
"What do you want with us, Son of God?" they shouted. "Have you come here to torture us before the 
appointed time?" 

30 
Some distance from them a large herd of pigs was feeding. 
31 
The demons begged Jesus, "If you drive us out, send us into the herd of pigs." 

32 
He said to them, "Go!" So they came out and went into the pigs, and the whole herd rushed down the 
steep bank into the lake and died in the water.  
Mark 5:6-17

6 
When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of him. 
7 
He shouted at the top of his voice, "What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? 

Swear to God that you won't torture me!" 
8 
For Jesus had said to him, "Come out of this man, you evil spirit!"  

9 
Then Jesus asked him, "What is your name?" "My name is Legion," he replied, "for we are many." 
10 
And he begged Jesus again and again not to send them out of the area. 

11 
A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside. 
12 
The demons begged Jesus, "Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into them." 
13 
He gave them permission, and the evil spirits came out and went into the pigs. 



The herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned. 

Luke 8:28-37

28 
And seeing Jesus, he cried out and fell before Him, and said in a loud voice, 




"What do I have to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg You, do not torment me." 
29 
For He had been commanding the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For it had seized him many 
times; 
and he was bound with chains and shackles and kept under guard; and yet he would burst his 
fetters and be 
driven by the demon into the desert. 
30 
And Jesus asked him, "What is your name?" And he said, "Legion"; for many demons had entered him. 
31 
And they were entreating Him not to command them to depart into the abyss. 
32 
Now there was a herd of many swine feeding there on the mountain; and the demons entreated Him to 
permit them to enter the swine. And He gave them permission. 
33 
And the demons came out from the man and entered the swine; and the herd rushed down the steep bank 
into the lake, and were drowned. 

A.
A demonic confession



Matt 8:29


1.
The deity of Jesus

James 2:19
You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that — and shudder.

Luke 4:41
Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting, "You are the Son of God!" 



But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew he was the Christ.




2.
The authority of Jesus


B.
A strange requisition



Matt 8:30-31


1.
an acceptable alternative to destroying people?



2.
anywhere but “the pit”?



3.
an attempt to alienate the people against Jesus?

C.
A divine concession



Matt 8:32



1.
The ease with which he did it




a.
the disciples knew it wasn’t that easy

Matt 17:19
Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, "Why couldn't we drive it out?" 



b.
the people struggled to believe it was possible
Mark 1:27
The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, "What is this? A new teaching — 


and with authority! He even gives orders to evil spirits and they obey him."



c.
the Pharisee’s only explanation was collusion
Luke 11:15
But some of them said, "By Beelzebub, the prince of demons, he is driving out demons." 


2.
The reason he did it




a.
the pigs didn’t belong there to begin with

Matt 15:24
He answered, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel."
Matt 10:5-6

5 
These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any 
town of the Samaritans. 
6 
Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel.




b.
an unforgettable demonstration of power 
Are you worried about the pigs?

1.
They are God’s to do with as he pleases

2.
If the pigs belonged to Jews, it was a proper judgment, if not, it was still a proper judgment

3.
Men really are more important than pigs

4.
Jesus never commanded the demons to enter the pigs
5.
How else would we have ever known about deviled ham?
III.
The Consternation
Matthew 8:33-34

33 
Those tending the pigs ran off, went into the town and reported all this, including what had happened to 
the demon-possessed men 
34 
Then the whole town went out to meet Jesus. And when they saw him, they pleaded with him to leave 
their region
Mark 5:14-17
14 
Those tending the pigs ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, and the people went out to 
see what had happened. 

15 
When they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been possessed by the legion of demons, sitting 
there, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. 

16 
Those who had seen it told the people what had happened to the demon-possessed man — and told about the 
pigs as well. 

17 
Then the people began to plead with Jesus to leave their region
Luke 8:34-37

34 
And when the herdsmen saw what had happened, they ran away and reported it in the city and out in the 
country. 

35 
And the people went out to see what had happened; and they came to Jesus, and found the man from 
whom 
the demons had gone out, sitting down at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind; and they became 
frightened. 

36 
And those who had seen it reported to them how the man who was demon-possessed had been made 
well. 

37 
And all the people of the country of the Gerasenes and the surrounding district asked Him to depart from 
them; for they were gripped with great fear; and He got into a boat, and returned.

A.
What was their problem!?


B.
The “Peter Principle” at work

John 3:19-20

19 
This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their 
deeds were evil. 

20 
Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.

C.
Are miracles effective?

IV.
The Commission






Mark 5:18-20
Mark 5:18-20

18 
As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him. 
19 
Jesus did not let him, but said, "Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, 
and how he has had mercy on you."  
20 
So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. 


And all the people were amazed. 

A.
A radical renewing of mind

Dan 4:34
At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was 


restored. Then I praised the Most High; I honored and glorified him who lives forever.

B.
A rational revival in ministry

C.
God’s love and mercy cannot be deterred

TNBS Study Questions                                              preparation for week 15

Read Matthew 9:1-8; Mark 2:1-12; Luke 5:17-26

From Matt 9:1; Matt 4:13-15; Luke 4:29-31; Matt 8:5, 14-15

1.
To what town is Matthew referring when he says “he came to his own town” ? Explain your answer

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
Since Jesus never own a home, in whose house do you suppose he stayed? Why?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 3.
How did four men demonstrate their love for a friend? Why was it necessary?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.
How would you describe the suffering of the paralytic?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.
Did the four men believe that Jesus could heal him? How do you know?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.
What can you conclude about the paralytic’s faith? Explain

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.
Of what did the teachers of the law accuse Jesus? Why?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.
Why would it be easy to say “your sins are forgiven” ?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.
What did Jesus prove by healing the paralytic?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.
What was the reaction of the crowd? Was this typical?  Give some other instances.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11.EXTRA CREDIT: Read Ex 34:6-7; Ps 32:1-5; 130:1-4; Is 55:6-7; Micah 7:18-19; Acts 10:43; Eph 2:1-8; 4:32; 1 John 1:7-22; 12
What do these passages teach you God’s dealings with you? Who do you know personally that needs this the most?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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