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Jesus and His Deity – Part 2                               Lesson 18
John 5:31-47
And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.

He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.
1 John 5:11-12
“I would propose that the subject of the ministry of this house, as long as this platform shall stand, and as
long as this house shall be frequented by worshipers, shall be the person of Jesus Christ. I am never ashamed to avow myself a Calvinist; I do not hesitate to take the name of Baptist; but if I am asked what is my creed, 
I reply, "It is Jesus Christ." My venerated predecessor, Dr. Gill, has left a [theological heritage] admirable and excellent in its way. But the [legacy] to which I would pin and bind myself forever, God helping me,...is Jesus Christ, who is the arm and substance of the gospel, who is in Himself all theology, the incarnation of every precious truth.” 
                                  C.H. Spurgeon, first words in the pulpit of the Metropolitan Tabernacle, London. c. 1853
I.
The Six Witnesses Called to the Stand


I swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help me …. Jesus (?)
Definition:  witness--  1)  an act or fact of attestation to a fact of an event;  testimony; evidence. 

 2)  a person who has seen or knows something and is therefore competent to give evidence concerning it;  a spectator. 

 3)  that which serves as or furnished evidence or proof.

· to see or know by personal experience.
· to furnish or serve as evidence of.

A.
Jesus testimony concerning himself

John 5:31
If I testify about myself, my testimony is not valid.



1.
Old Testament/New Testament requirement

Num 35:30
Anyone who kills a person is to be put to death as a murderer only on the testimony of witnesses. 



But no one is to be put to death on the testimony of only one witness.

Deut 17:6
On the testimony of two or three witnesses a man shall be put to death, 






but no one shall be put to death on the testimony of only one witness.

Deut 19:15
One witness is not enough to convict a man accused of any crime or offense he may have committed. 



A matter must be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.

2 Cor 13:1        This will be my third visit to you. "Every matter must be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses." 

1 Tim 5:19
Do not entertain an accusation against an elder unless it is brought by two or three witnesses.

Heb 10:28
Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.


2. Jesus by himself would be sufficient, but there are plenty of others
John 8:1-2, 12-14, 17-18
1 
But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 
2 
At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them.

12 
When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life."  
13 
The Pharisees challenged him, "Here you are, appearing as your own witness; your testimony is not valid." 

14 
Jesus answered, "Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid, for I know where I came from and where I 
am going ………
17 
In your own Law it is written that the testimony of two men is valid. 
18 
I am one who testifies for myself; my other witness is the Father, who sent me."
John 5:32 
There is another who testifies in my favor, and I know that his testimony about me is valid. 

John 14:6
Jesus answered, "I am … the truth …”
John 18:37-38

37 
Pilate therefore said to Him, "Are You a king then?"
  Jesus answered, "You say rightly that I am a king. 
For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the 
truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice."  

38 
Pilate said to Him, "What is truth?" …….


B.
Next up … the last Old Testament prophet,  John the Baptist
John 5:33-35

33 
"You have sent to John and he has testified to the truth. 

34 
Not that I accept human testimony; but I mention it that you may be saved. 

35 
John was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his light. (Heb 6:4-6)


John 1:6-8;  19-34


C.
Works on the Witness Stand

John 5:36
I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the very work that the Father has given me to 


finish, and which I am doing, testifies that the Father has sent me.
Matt 11:2-5

2 
When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples 
3 
to ask him, "Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?" 

4 
Jesus replied, "Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 
5 
The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 
and the good news is preached to the poor.

John 14:11
Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; 






or at least believe on the evidence of the 
miracles themselves.

D.
The Ultimate Witness

John 5:37
And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. 






You have never heard his voice nor seen his form,
Matt 3:17
And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased." 

Matt 17:5
While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from the cloud said, 



"This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!"

2 Peter 1:16-18

16 
We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 
17 
For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, 
saying, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased."   
18 
We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain.

John 8:18
I am one who testifies for myself; my other witness is the Father, who sent me.

1 John 5:9-12

9 
We accept man's testimony, but God's testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, 


which he has given about his Son. 

10 
Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in his heart. Anyone who does not believe God has 
made him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the testimony God has given about his Son. 

11 
And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 

12 
He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.

E.
The Written Word – a Witness for the Incarnate, Living Word

John 5:38-40

38 
nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent. 

39 
You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are 
the Scriptures that testify about me, 

40 
yet you refuse to come to me to have life.



NIV
40 
But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life.
NKJV
40 
and you are unwilling to come to Me, that you may have life. 
NASB


1.
The Bible is not understood. Why ?  You don’t believe in Jesus




John 1:4
In him was life, and that life was the light of men.

39a

2.
The Bible won’t help you.  Why ?  You don’t believe in Jesus




a.
scripture knowledge will not save you




b.
theology (the study of God) will not save you




c.
orthodoxy will not save you (James 2:19)










          John 5:40 you refuse (are not willing)
39b-40

3.
The Bible comes alive for those who are “willing” GK: ou (no) thélete (disposition; desire)
Ps 81:11-12

11 
"But my people would not listen to me; Israel would not submit to me. 

12 
So I gave them over to their stubborn hearts to follow their own devices.

F.
And Last but Not Least  -  the “Law Giver”

John 5:45-47

45 
“But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes are set. 

46 
If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. 

47 
But since you do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say?" 


1.
Did Moses write about Jesus?

Gen 3:15
And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers;



he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel."

Ex 3:14
God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 



'I AM has sent me to you.'"  (see John 8:58)
Deut 18:15
The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own brothers. 


You must listen to him.



2.
What would Moses’ response be to an appeal to him

To NOT believe in Jesus is not the result of a lack of evidence; it is the result of a lack of will.

II.
The Seventh and Final Witness – Please take the stand and raise your right hand
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
Acts 1:8


A.
By the command of Jesus
Matt 28:19-20

19 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 








baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 






And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."


B.
By the admonition of Paul
Col 1:28-29

28 
We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, 






so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. 

29 
To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me.

C.
By the example of John

1 John 1:1-7

1 
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 


which we have 
looked at and our hands have touched — this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 

2 
The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, 



which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 

3 
We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. 


And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 

4 
We write this to make our joy complete. 

5 
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 

6 
If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 

7 
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,



and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.
TNBS Study Questions 18                                           preparation for week 19
Read Matthew 11:1-6;  Luke 7:18-23
1.
From Mark 6:14-29, Briefly describe John the Baptist’s circumstances when he sent his disciples to Jesus.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Give just a phrase or two that describes the circumstances and emotional state of the people in the following:
2.
Matthew 8:24-25
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
Matthew 14:29-30  
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

4.
Luke 24:17-21

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
5.
John 20:24-25

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

6.
What do you see in the above verses that appears to be a consistent condition serving as a seed bed for doubt?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7,8,9.
From the following verses, find in each one the circumstance and emotional state encouraging doubt.

Genesis 17:17
______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Exodus 3:11, 13; 4:1, 10, 13  __________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Judges 6:14-15   ____________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Read James 1:2-8

10.
Give three (yes, there are more) important doctrinal lessons found in these verses


(1) _________________________________________________________________________________


(2) _________________________________________________________________________________


(3) _________________________________________________________________________________

11.
What is the most persistent circumstance you face that causes that churning of doubt and fear in your stomach?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

12.
What does John 14:1 mean? __________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
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