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Jesus and Doubters                                       Lesson 19
Matthew 11:1-6; Luke 7:18-23
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight;

I will put my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations. 

He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets. 

A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.

In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;

Isa 42:1-3

I.
Jesus – alone again

Matt 11:1
After Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, 







he went on from there to teach and preach in the towns of Galilee.








A.
The disciples on a mission trip


B.
The itinerant rabbi rides the circuit

II.
The Doubts of John the Baptist
Matt 11:2-3


2
When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples 

3 
to ask him, "Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?"

A.
Can true believers really have doubts?



1.
The words of John

John 3:28-30

28 
You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.' 

29 
The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full 
of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. 
30 
He must become greater; I must become less.


2.
The works of John




a.
announced the coming of the messiah




b.
publicly declared Jesus as the Lamb of God




c.
baptized Jesus after declaring his felt unworthiness to do so




d.
directed his disciples to Jesus



e.
denounced sin in unbelievers




f.
condemned the king for his adultery



3.
The testimony of Jesus

John 5:33
You have sent to John and he has testified to the truth……

John 5:35
John was a lamp that burned and gave light, ….

Matt 11:11
I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist;

B.
Were Jesus’ own disciples ever immune from doubt?

Matt 8:25-26

25 
The disciples went and woke him, saying, "Lord, save us! We're going to drown!" 

26
 He replied, "You of little faith, why are you so afraid?"

Matt 14:30-31

30 
But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!" 

31 
Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?"

Matt 28:16-17
16 
Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 
17 
When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.

C.
Under what circumstances are doubts most likely to arise?



1.
When pain and suffering are personally experienced




Matthew 14:3-12




a.
what’s the worst you could do to John?




b.
to whom did he turn?



2.
When vision is short sighted




a. 
an eternal perspective is sometimes difficult in a temporal world




b.
we do have the end of the story



3.
When the promises are unknown or forgotten
Ps 119:50
My comfort in my suffering is this: Your promise preserves my life.

Isa 51:12-13

12 
"I, even I, am he who comforts you. Who are you that you fear mortal men, the sons of men, who are but grass, 

13 
that you forget the LORD your Maker, who stretched out the heavens and laid the foundations of the earth,


4.
When worldly people try to “help”



5.
When God does not perform as we “expect” 





Matthew 3:10-12





Psalm 73:1-16

D.
The questions that arise



Why?



Why me?



What did I do wrong?



Where is God?

Heb 11:36-40

36 
Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put in prison. 
37 
They were stoned; they were sawed in two; they were put to death by the sword. They went about in sheepskins 
and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— 
38 
the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 

39 
These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised. 
40 
God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect.

E.
The question John asked “are you the one?”
III.
The Answers that are Given
Matt 11:4-6

4 
Jesus replied, "Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 
5 
The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and 
the good news is preached to the poor. 
6 
Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me."


A.
Where do we go with our doubts?
2 Tim 2:13
if we are faithless, he will remain faithful, for he cannot disown himself.

B,
Will all our questions be answered?

Ps 73:16-17, 21-26
16 
When I tried to understand all this, it was oppressive to me 

17
 till I entered the sanctuary of God;….
21 
When my heart was grieved and my spirit embittered, 

22 
I was senseless and ignorant; I was a brute beast before you. 

23 
Yet I am always with you; you hold me by my right hand. 

24 
You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you will take me into glory. 

25
Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has nothing I desire besides you. 

26 
My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.

Habakkuk 3:17-19

Rom 8:18
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the NASB

glory that is to be revealed to us.











TNBS Questions – Lesson 19                                    Preparation for week 20

Read Matthew 11:7-15; Luke 7:24-30
1.
What are some of the standards by which the world measures greatness?

_____________________________________________
__________________________________________
_____________________________________________
__________________________________________
_____________________________________________
__________________________________________
2.
Read Matthew 3:11, 14; John 3:27-30


What elements of John’s personal character do you find in these verses?

_____________________________________________
__________________________________________
_____________________________________________
__________________________________________
_____________________________________________
__________________________________________

3.
Was Jesus’ confrontation with John’s disciples public or private?  How do you know?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.
 What impact might this dialogue have had on people who held John in high esteem?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.
Since John would have known that his questions would probably become public knowledge, what 
further insight does this give us into his character?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.
When Jesus used the analogy of “a reed swayed by the wind”, what point was he making about John’s 
convictions?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Matthew 3:4;  11:8;  Luke 9:23

7.
What does Matthew 11:8 say about John?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Matthew 11:12-15;  Malachi 4:5-6;  Luke 1:16-17; John 1:19-21
8.
Was John Elijah?  Explain.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.
Name the Bible version you read from and state what you think Matthew 11:12 means? 









                       (Try really hard to avoid footnotes and commentaries)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.
Why would Jesus say that John was the greatest man who ever lived up until that time?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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