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Jesus and True Greatness                                   Lesson 20
Matthew 11:7-19; Luke 7:24-35
“Love of Christ must overmaster the instinct of self-preservation. The temptation is to hug one’s life by trying to avoid the pain and loss of a life of total commitment. But this is the greatest waste of a life – to spend it in the gratification of self. 

The greatest use of a life is to spend it in the service of Christ. The person 

who loses his life in devotedness to Him will find it in its true fullness.”
William MacDonald


Greatness by the world’s standards

Introduction:
The crowd’s thoughts after Jesus and John’s disciples converse
I.
An Accurate Picture of John






11:7-11

Matt 11:7-12

7 
As John's disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: 




"What did you go out into the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 

8 
If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings' palaces. 

9 
Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 

10 
This is the one about whom it is written: "'I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.'   

11 
I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; 


yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
A reed is --

1. A light man, inconsistent, tossed to and fro; at one time, impelled by the words of flatterers, he asserts something; again, being driven by detractors, he denies it, as a reed is blown in different directions by different winds.

2. A man devoid of truth, virtue, and consistency -- without stamina.

3. One who has no fruit of good works to show.

4. He who is delighted with, and feeds upon, the fluctuating pleasures of the world. For a reed is dry, yet it grows beside the waters.












Cornelius a'Lapide,  1600

A.
A man of humility


1.
who overcame obstacles  -  review



2.
who overcame one of man’s greatest obstacles



3.
who demonstrated true Christ likeness
Philippians 2:3-8


B.
A man of conviction



1.
strong convictions  -  yet honest about doubts



2.
Would have carried the “intolerant” label in our society

C.
A man of self denial



1.
His lifestyle



2.
His lifetime vow


D.
A true prophet  (and then some)


1.
The prophesied prophet

Mal 3:1
"See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking 
will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come," says the LORD Almighty.


2.
The greatest ever



a.
by character




b.
by position




c.
but limited to human history

II.
An Accurate Picture of the Kingdom






11:12-15
Matt 11:12-15

12 
From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, 


and forceful men lay hold of it. 









NIV

12 
And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, 



and violent men take it by force. 








NASB 
13 
For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. 
14 
And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come. 
15 
He who has ears, let him hear. 

A.
The kingdom is Active
Luke 1:16-17

16 
Many of the people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. 
17 
And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their 
children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous — to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.

Luke 13:24
Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, 








because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to.

1 Cor 9:25
Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; 


but we do it to get a crown that will last forever.

Col 1:29
To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me

B.
The kingdom is Passive

Matt 14:3
Now Herod had arrested John and bound him and put him in prison

Matt 14:12
John's disciples came and took his body and buried it. Then they went and told Jesus

John 8:48
The Jews answered him, "Aren't we right in saying that you are a Samaritan and demon-possessed?

John 8:59
At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself,

John 18:3
So Judas came to the grove, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and 

Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons

John 19:1-2
Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged.
Matt 26:67
Then they spit in his face and struck him with their fists. Others slapped him

Matt 27:31
…Then they led him away to crucify him.

Acts 12:1-2

1 
It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to persecute them. 
2 
He had James , the brother of John, put to death with the sword.

2 Cor 11:23-25


23
…I have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, 


and been exposed to death again and again. 
24 
Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one.   
25 
Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned,

C. The kingdom is Prepared
Mal 4:5-6

5 
"See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes. 
6 
He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; 

or else I will come and strike the land with a curse." 

Luke 1:17
And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous — to make ready a people prepared for the Lord."

John 1:21
They asked him, "Then who are you? Are you Elijah?" 
He said, "I am not."
III.
An Accurate Picture of Mankind






11:16-19
Matt 11:16-19

16 
To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling out to others: 

17 
'We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.' 

18 
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon.' 
19 
The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Here is a glutton and a drunkard, 




a friend of tax collectors and "sinners." ' But wisdom is proved right by her actions." 

A.
The doubt of unbelief


B.
What you see is what you get

TNBS Questions – Lesson 20                                   Preparation for week 21
Read Matthew 11:25-30
1.
When Jesus addresses the Father as “Lord of heaven and earth”, describe what that means.


See Acts 17:24-26 for help. _____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
Remember from our previous studies, Matthew has given us an account of Jesus birth, the beginning of his ministry, the sermon on the mount, the miracles of chapters 8 and 9, the warnings to the disciples and the incidents in chapter 11. From Matthew 11:25, what are the “ these things” that have been hidden? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
From whom have they been hidden? ______________________________________________________

4.
Read Matthew 13:10-11. Does God hide truth from people? Why or why not?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.
What does Matthew 7:6 mean? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6
Back to Matthew 11:25,  to what kind of people does God reveal truth?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

7.
From Matthew 11:26, why does God do what he does? See Ephesians 1:5 for help.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.
From Matthew 11:27,  what are the “all things” that have been given (“committed” , “delivered”) to Jesus?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.
To whom does Jesus reveal what he knows? _________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________

10.
In Matthew 11:28, (a) what burdens do people carry?  (b) Why are they so tired? (see Matthew 5:3; Luke 18:13)
a.__________________________________________________________________________________________

b.__________________________________________________________________________________________

11.
How can Jesus make such a promise as he does in vs 28? How does he plan to make that happen?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12.
Matthew 11:29-30  The law of God (rules for being good) is often seen as a burden to people. Why?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PAGE  
1

