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Jesus and the Great Invitation                               Lesson 21
Matthew 11:25-30; Luke 10:21-24
I.
Praise and Worship in Time of Difficulty


The only ladder out of the pit of despair

Matt 11:25
At that time Jesus said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, …


A.
A time when things looked bleak



1.
John, his staunch supporter and loyal herald, was doubting, perplexed by his methods



2.
His own generation was contentious, fickle, demanding, and complaining



3.
The places where he worked the hardest rejected him



4.
The very religion established by him through Abraham and Moses, considered him a threat


B.
That our perfect Father is sovereign, is always cause for praise



1.
Though his methods are sometimes inexplicable – we would want it no other way


2.
Jesus knew that his Father’s methods were right

Matt 11:25
At that time Jesus said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 

these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. 




a.
the wise and learned

Luke 10:29
But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"

Luke 16:15
He said to them, "You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of men, but God knows your hearts.

Luke 18:9
To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable:



b.
little children
Matt 18:2-3

2 
He called a little child and had him stand among them. 

3 
And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, 


you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
· When you see difficulty as an occasion for praise, your walk with Jesus changes dramatically.

It is possible – in fact desirable – to worship in the oppressive darkness of grief. It’s the only way out.
· How “successful” was Jesus’ ministry? Does Jesus seem to be at rest?

II.
The Good Pleasure of the Father








Matt 11:26
Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure.
Luke 12:32
Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. 

1 Cor 1:21
For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, 




God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe.

Eph 1:5
he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will

Col 1:19
For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him,
III.
The Exalted Position of the Son

Matt 11:27
All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, 


and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.


A.
What he has

John 5:21
For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it 
John 5:22
Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son
John 5:21
For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, 







even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it
John 3:35
The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands. 
Matt 28:18
Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me

Phil 2:9-10

9 
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 

10 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 


B.
What he knows

John 7:28-29

28
…I am not here on my own, but he who sent me is true. You do not know him, 
29 
but I know him because I am from him and he sent me.
John 8:55
Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you, 




but I do know him and keep his word.

John 10:14-15

14 
I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 
15
 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father — and I lay down my life for the sheep.

Col 2:2-3

2 
My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of 
complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, 
3 
in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.


C.
What he does

John 1:18
No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only,  who is at the Father's side, has made him known

John 14:8-9

8 
Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us." 

9 
Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? 

Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'?
IV.
The Greatest of All Invitations
Matt 11:28
Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 

A.
 It has always been the same
Isa 44:22
I have swept away your offenses like a cloud, your sins like the morning mist.


Return to me, for I have redeemed you.
Isa 55:1-3; 6-7
1
Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! 


Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. 

2 
Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy?


Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare. 

3 
Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live.

6 
Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. 

7 
Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts.

Let him turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely pardon

B.
It will always be the same
Rev 22:17
The Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" 





Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life.

C.
Who are those who come?
all you who are weary and burdened
Matt 5:3-6



the poor in spirit, 



those who mourn, 



the meek, 



those who hunger and thirst for righteousness

D.
What is the burden they bear?

When the law of Moses was given, it was as a reflection of the moral perfection and holiness of God.

That man fell short of it and yet was not destroyed was a manifest display of the mercy of God.

That man fell short of it and yet was still provided for and protected was a manifest display of the grace of God.

These things considered properly would drive man to God in worship and dependence.

The law (or “works” or “being good”) became a burden to man the moment it was seen as the means to salvation rather than God’s mercy and grace.

Ephesians 2:1-9
V.
The Greatest of All Adventures
Matt 11:29-30

29 
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 




and you will find rest for your souls. 

30 
For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."

A.
Submission to the right leadership is easy

B.
Reward for such submission is eternal
Some of Jesus' words to His disciples about having faith in God leave me wondering if I can ever exercise that level of trust and confidence in prayer. I can't recall telling a mountain to relocate itself into the ocean and watching it happen. 

Hudson Taylor, pioneer missionary to China, said that Jesus' words in Mark 11:22, "Have faith in God," could be translated, "Hold on to the faithfulness of God." 

D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, former pastor of London's Westminster Chapel, appreciated Taylor's insight and said: "Faith is holding on to the faithfulness of God and, as long as you do that, you cannot go wrong. Faith does not look at the difficulties. . . . Faith does not look at itself or at the person who is exercising it. Faith looks at God . . . . Faith is interested in God only, and it talks about God and it praises God and it extols the virtues of God. The measure of the strength of a man's faith, always, is ultimately the measure of his knowledge of God. . . . He knows God so well that he can rest on the knowledge. And it is the prayers of such a man that are answered." 

"Forever, O Lord, Your word is settled in heaven. Your faithfulness endures to all generations" (Ps. 119:89-90). 













--David McCasland 

TNBS Questions – Lesson 21                                   Preparation for week 22
Read Matthew 12:1-14; Luke 6:1-11
1.
What exactly was the law of the Sabbath and why was it instituted?  See Genesis 2:3; Exodus 20:8-11

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
Was the actions of Jesus and the disciples in keeping with the intent of the law? See Deut 23:24-25


Why or why not? _____________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
Read Matthew 12:1-4 with Leviticus 24:5-9; 1 Samuel 21:1-6


What kinds of things would these verses seem to allow to be done on the Sabbath?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.
Read Matthew 12:5-6 with Numbers 28:9-10

What kinds of things would these verses seem to allow to be done on the Sabbath?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.
Read Matthew 12:7-12 with Hosea 6:6


What kinds of things would these verses seem to allow to be done on the Sabbath?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.
From Matthew 12:11; Mark 3:1-4 – When Jesus offered this illustration,  no one objected on any 
grounds. Why didn’t his adversaries speak up?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.
Why would Jesus indicate that rules regarding the Sabbath didn’t necessarily apply to him?
__________________________________________________________________________________________
8.
Read Matthew 12:14  What is it that is so incredibly ironic about this verse?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.
Read Romans 14:5-6;  Galatians 4:8-11;  Colossians 2:16-17;  Hebrews 10:24-25


Based on these verses, state three New Testament principles for private and corporate worship that you 
can apply to your own life.


a.
______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________


b.
______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________


c.
______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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