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Jesus: All Sufficient                                      Lesson 23
Matt 14:13-21; Mark 6:32-44; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-13
John 6:11-12

He distributed them …. as much as they wanted. So … they were filled,

2 Cor 3:5

Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from ourselves, 

but our sufficiency is from God

Phil 4:19

And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

The only thing that will make a saint is the Holy Spirit working in us what Jesus Christ did in the atonement. To be devoted to doctrines will twist us away from the Center; devotion to Jesus Christ relates our doctrines to the one Center, Jesus Christ.
Oswald Sanders

Introduction
Four accounts of the same event



Matthew and Luke – the miracle itself



Mark – the compassion that motivated Jesus

Mark 6:34    When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd.


John:
1.
the timing



2.
barley loaves




3.
why gather fragments



4.
effect on the crowd

The credence the different accounts give to scripture

I.
Prelude to a concert
John 6:1-4

1 
Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), 

2 
and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the miraculous signs he had performed on the sick. 

3 
Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples. 

4 
The Jewish Passover Feast was near.

A.
The attraction of sensationalism



1.
Why are blockbusters filled with special effects?


2.
Finish this sentence;  I love Jesus because ….

B.
And what did the Passover commemorate?



1.
a time for family celebration – but not for Jesus  
John 5:16-18
John 7:1


2.
a commitment to dependence

II.
Our Decisions Expose our Reality

John 6:5-6

5 
When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, "Where shall we buy bread 
for these people to eat?"  

6 
He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do.


A.
Every Circumstance a teaching opportunity

B.
Why Philip? 

Luke 9:10
When the apostles returned, they reported to Jesus what they had done. 






Then he took them with him and they withdrew by themselves to a town called Bethsaida

John 1:44 
Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida

III.
The Deficiency of Human Reason
John 6:7-9

7 
Philip answered him, "Eight months' wages would not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!" 

8 
Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, spoke up, 

9 
"Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?"


A.
Philip - I’ve evaluated the circumstances – the situation is hopeless



1.
dependent on knowledge



2.
dependent on calculation



3.
dependent on personal resources


B.
Andrew – I’ve evaluated the circumstances – there may be some hope, but I doubt it


C.
The Boy – I’ve evaluated the circumstances - why me?!



1.
a picture of insignificance



2.
a package of insufficiency


D.
The Believer – I’ve evaluated the circumstances – God is



1.
What did they know?




a.
Joshua 10:12-14




b.
2 Kings 20:8-11




c.
Ex 16:1-4



2.
What did they need to know?

John 1:1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God

John 1:18
No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only,  who is at the Father's side, has made him known

John 10:30
I and the Father are one.

John 10:38
But if I do it, even though you do not believe me, believe the miracles, 






that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father.

John 14:10
Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me?

Col 2:9

For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form,

Heb 1:3

The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being,


3.
How it would have changed their response
IV.
The Display of Divine Resources

John 6:10-13

10 
Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down, 

about five thousand of them. 
11 
Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. 
He did the same with the fish. 

12 
When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.  

13 
So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten.

A.
The impossibility of it all


B.
The thankfulness for it all


C.
The satisfaction by it all

V.
The Distortion of Human Response

John 6:14-15

14 
After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to say, 




"Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world." 
15 
Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself



A.
Putting Jesus in our own categories


B.
Using Jesus for our own ends
How are we going to feed all these people?

a test of trust
Sit them all down in rows



a test of obedience
Bring me what you’ve got



nothing?  see Gen 1:1

Feed on me

TNBS Questions – Lesson 23                                   Preparation for week 24
Read Matthew 14:22-33;  Mark 6:45-52;  John 6:16-21
1. 
What happened to the 12 baskets of bread pieces the disciples picked up?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
Whose idea was it to go across the lake that night? ___________________________________________

3.
Do you think Jesus knew there was a storm coming? Support your answer.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.
The “fourth watch of the night” would have been between 3 and 6am. 




How do you explain the first phrase of Mark 6:48?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.
How long do you think the disciples had been rowing before Jesus came to them? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

6.
What do you think might have been at least three topics of conversation at different times in that boat?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.
What did Jesus wait so long to come to them? (for help, see John 11:1-6)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.
Why was Peter enabled to do something completely beyond rational human thinking?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.
What caused him to question the judgment of that decision?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.
Read again Mark 6:51-52. What should they have learned from the loaves and fish that hadn’t dawned yet?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11.
List 3 important lessons about how Jesus deals with you that you learn from this story. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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