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Exploring the Truth
Equipping the Saints
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Jesus: Ever Faithful                                      Lesson 24
Matt 14:22-33; Mark 6:45-52; John 6:16-21
“Faith in God is a terrific venture in the dark; 

I have to believe that God is good 

in spite of all that contradicts it in my experience.”
Oswald Chambers

Psalm 23 revisited
I.
Jesus’ wisdom is purposeful






Matthew 14:22-24
Matt 14:22-24

22 
Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he 
dismissed the crowd. 

23 
After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone 
24 
but the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it

A.
The urgency of the situation


1.
…they intended to come and make him king by force… 

John 6:15



2.
The disciples would have thought it was about time


B.
Alone to pray …  if Jesus needed it  -  how much more, we?


C.
They followed His orders



1.
What does the will of God look like?



2.
When does life get easier?
Mal 3:2-3
..For he will be like a refiner's fire or a launderer's soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; 


D.
What were the disciples thinking?



1.
our situation is different


2.
Jesus doesn’t know



3.
He’s probably too busy



4.
a fat lot of good all this @#?! bread does us now
Mark 6:52
for they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened


When (not if) Troubles Assail Us:
Our own sin
The corruption of the world

The will of God


Acts 2:22-23;  Heb 12:7-11;  1 Peter 4:19

II.
Jesus’ awareness is perfect






Mark 6:48








Mk 6:48
He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them..
2 Chron 16:9
For the eyes of the LORD range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him.

Ps 139:1-10

1
O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. 
2 
You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. 
3 
You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. 
4 
Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O LORD. 

5 
You hem me in — behind and before; you have laid your hand upon me. 
6 
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. 

7 
Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? 
8 
If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 
9 
If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 
10 
even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. 

Heb 4:13
Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes 


of him to whom we must give account.

III.
Jesus with us is peace







Matthew 14:25-27
Matt 14:25-27

25 
During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 
26 
When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. 

27 
But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.”

A.
How long do tests last?
2 Cor 4:17
For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.


B.
Why not be afraid?



1.
He is present

Eph 3:20
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 


according to his power that is at work within us,
John 16:7
But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. 






Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.

John 14:17
….you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.


2.
He has no limitations



3.
He will do what is right

IV.
Jesus’ will is power








Matthew 14:28-31

Matt 14:28-31

28 
"Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water.” 

29 
"Come," he said. 
Then Peter got down out of the boat walked  on the water and came toward Jesus. 
30 
But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!" 

31 
Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?"
V.
Jesus’ worth deserves praise






Matthew 14:32-33
Matt 14:32-33

32 
And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 
33 
Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God."


What were the disciples thinking?



1.
our situation is different


2.
Jesus doesn’t know



3.
He’s probably too busy



4.
a fat lot of good all this @#?! bread does us now

What should the disciples have been thinking?



1.
our situation is ordained



2.
Jesus watches carefully every difficult situation



3.
He is there with us in our struggle



4.
He has given us past experiences that instill confidence in Him

What do you believe about your circumstances?
Do you believe Jesus, as your shepherd, leads you into paths of righteousness which includes valleys of death?
What is more real to you,  the valley ,  or the shepherd?

What do you believe about Jesus?

Is he Lord of your life?

Is he aware?

Is he present?

Will he do what is right?

Is anything too difficult for you and him?

And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.  To him be the power for ever and ever. 
Amen
1 Peter 5:10-11
TNBS Questions – Lesson 24                                   Preparation for week 25
John 8:1-11; Leviticus 20:10; Numbers 35:30; Deuteronomy 17:6-7; 19:15; 22:23-24

1.  What conditions for capital punishment did the scriptures require that would have made execution extremely difficult?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Why do you suppose that it was purposely made so difficult?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  In the case of the woman in John 8:

The Leviticus 20 passage calls for the death penalty, but does not specify the means.

The Deuteronomy 22 passage specifies the means for that crime. If the Deuteronomy 22 passage applies, how old do you suppose the girl might have been that the religious leaders brought before Jesus that day? Explain.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Why would her supposed age make the actions of the religious leaders even more reprehensible?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  If Jesus had rejected the law of Moses outright, how would he have been viewed by the leaders and the people?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  If he had held strictly to the letter of the law, how would he have been viewed by the people?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  From Deut 13:9 and 17:6-7, what 2 things are assumed about the first executioners that therefore qualifies them?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  What did Jesus write on the ground?

______________________________________________________________________________________________

9.  Did Jesus condemn her or condone her actions,  both,  or neither?  Explain.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.  There is undeniable evidence that this story was not in the original text of the gospel of John. (we’ll cover that later)
Why do you think this story should or should not have been included in the canon (the finished scripture)?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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