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Jesus: and a Woman Caught                                Lesson  25
John 8:1-11
It is a terrible thing for a sinner to fall into the hands of his fellow sinners. There is little hope for the sinner at hands like these. They may send him to the judge and the officer; to the gaol or the reformatory. They may make the case one for light gossip and casuistical distinctions, studying it as an anatomical deformity

F. B. Meyer
One of the most problematic passages in scripture
THE ARGUMENTS AGAINST the passage.

1. 
It is not found in some of the oldest and best manuscripts.

2. 
It is missing in some of the earlier versions.

3. 
It is not commented on by Greek Fathers, Origen, Cyril, Chrysostom, and Theophylact, in their 
commentaries on John, nor quoted or referred to by Tertullian and Cyprian.

4. 
It differs in style from the rest of John's Gospel, and contains several words and forms of 
expression 
which are nowhere else used in his writings.

5. 
The moral tendency of the passage is somewhat doubtful, and that it seems to represent our Lord as 
excusing a terrible sin.
6.
Because of the above, most modern versions of the Bible indicate that it is different

7.
Modern commentaries will either ignore completely, treat in an appendix, or try an awkward integration.
8. 
When the passage appears, it may be found in different places ( at the end of John or following Luke 21:38)
9.
 The text flows smoothly from John 7:52 – 8:12
THE ARGUMENTS IN FAVOR of the passage:

1. 
It is found in many old manuscripts, if not in the very oldest and best (reference to it probably 
appears in the 1st and certainly by the 2nd century).

2. 
Jerome included it in the Latin Vulgate (382), and it is found in the Arabic, Coptic, Persian, and 
Ethiopian versions.

3. 
It is commented on by Augustine in his exposition of this Gospel; while in another of his writings 
he expressly refers to and explains its omission from some manuscripts

4.
It is quoted and defended by Ambrose, and treated as genuine in the Apostolical Constitutions (200ad).

5. 
There is no proof whatever that there is any immoral tendency in the passage. Our Lord pronounced 
no opinion on the sin of adultery, but simply declined the office of a judge.
6.
Inclusion of the passage fits John’s pattern of a story followed by teaching
7.
The whole thing sounds just like Jesus.

I.
The sinfulness of sin

A.
The Setting – the pattern of Jesus in Jerusalem


8:1-2
Luke 21:37-38

37 
Each day Jesus was teaching at the temple, and each evening he went out to spend the night on the hill 
called the Mount of Olives, 

38 
and all the people came early in the morning to hear him at the temple.

Mark 11:1, 11, 12, 15
1 
As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives,

11 
Jesus entered Jerusalem and went to the temple. He looked around at everything, but since it was already 
late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve.

12 
The next day as they were leaving Bethany
15 
On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple area 


B.
The Set-up



1.
The woman




a.
How old was she?  -  

see vs 5

Lev 20:10
"'If a man commits adultery with another man's wife — with the wife of his neighbor — both the 



adulterer and the adulteress must be put to death

Deut 22:22-24

22 
If a man is found sleeping with another man's wife, both the man who slept with her and the woman must die. 
You must purge the evil from Israel. 

23 
If a man happens to meet in a town a virgin pledged to be married and he sleeps with her, 
24 
you shall take both of them to the gate of that town and stone them to death — the girl because she was in a town 
and did not scream for help, and the man because he violated another man's wife. You must purge the evil from 
among you.
The Law – Unfaithful wives and fiancés were to be executed  -  The Mishnah (the oral law in Jesus’ day) specified that unfaithful fiancés were to be stoned, but unfaithful wives strangled according to Sanhedrin 7:2



b.
How was she presented? – 
see vs 4




c.
What was her role?  -  
see vs 6




d.
Where was her accomplice - 
see vs 3




e.
What did she expect?



2.
The Scribes and Pharisees




a.
What is their motive?



b.
What was their view of the woman?



c.
What was their problem?

Matt 7:3-5

3 
"Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your 
own eye? 

4 
How can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when all the time there is a 
plank in your own eye? 

5 
You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the 
speck from your brother's eye.

II.
The God of Absolute Control


A.
Not the first attempt to discredit and denigrate

Matt 22:15-17

15 
Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. 

16 
They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. "Teacher," they said, "we know you are a man 
of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren't swayed by men, 
because you pay no attention to who they are. 

17 
Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?" 

Matt 22:28
Now then, at the resurrection, whose wife will she be of the seven, since all of them were 



married to her?"


B.
What was at stake here?


1.
the life of the woman



2.
all the teaching about the compassionate nature of the kingdom



3.
only a false teacher would disregard or wave the law


C.
Truly the “problem” of all “problems”




How can a perfectly holy and just God and be merciful to a sinner?



Paul:  How can God be just and the justifier of the ungodly?  (Rom 3:26)

D.
The writing on the ground

"Christ intended, by doing nothing, to show how unworthy they were of being heard; just as if anyone, while another was speaking to him, were to draw lines on the wall, or to turn his back, or to show by any other sign that he was not attending to what was said." 







John Calvin

E.
the sentence in keeping with the law




8:7-10
Deut 13:9
You must certainly put him to death. Your hand must be the first in putting him to death, 




and then the hands of all the people
Deut 17:7
The hands of the witnesses must be the first in putting him to death, and then the hands of all the people. 


You must purge the evil from among you.

III.
The God of mercy,  grace,  …. and justice




8:10-11a
IV.
The God of Holiness







8:11b
The gospel illustrated
Zech 3:1-5

1 
Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at 
his right side to accuse him. 

2 
The LORD said to Satan, "The LORD rebuke you, Satan! The LORD, who has chosen Jerusalem, 
rebuke you! Is not this man a burning stick snatched from the fire?" 

3 
Now Joshua was dressed in filthy clothes as he stood before the angel. 
4 
The angel said to those who were standing before him, "Take off his filthy clothes." 


Then he said to Joshua, "See, I have taken away your sin, and I will put rich garments on you." 

5 
Then I said, "Put a clean turban on his head." So they put a clean turban on his head and clothed him, 
while the angel of the LORD stood by.
The characters portrayed

The people 
indifferent

The rulers
judgmental

“It comforts and quiets the depraved heart of man if only he can find a person 


worse than himself: he thinks the greater sin of another excuses himself; and while accusing and 



vehemently blaming another, he forgets his own evil. He thus rejoices in iniquity.”   J.N Darby
The woman
guilty

Jesus

understanding



compassionate



forgiving



sacrificial



challenging

A false understanding:
go and sin no more and I will forgive you

A gospel understanding
I forgive you, go and sin no more
Scholars Find Greek New Testament Manuscripts 

Jeremy Reynalds 

March 27, 2008
Dallas-Based Center Uses Digital Photography to Preserve Documents
DALLAS -- Normally, two or three New Testament manuscripts handwritten in the original Greek are discovered each year. 

According to a news release obtained by ANS, last summer the Center for the Study of New Testament Manuscripts (CSNTM) found a treasure trove of them during a trip to Albania. 

The center focuses on the high-resolution digital preservation of these early copies of the New Testament. 

Scholars tried for decades to access the National Archive in Tirana with little success, partly because Albania is a former police state. Until now, only two manuscripts of the 13 there known to Western scholars had been photographed, and that was many years ago with microfilm. 

CSNTM Director Dr. Daniel B. Wallace recently received permission to send a team of four men to Albania to photograph the manuscripts with state-of-the-art digital equipments. By the end of their first day in Tirana in July, they realized there were far more than 13 manuscripts.

"When the news came back across the Atlantic, I was stunned," Wallace said in a news release. 

The catalog at the National Archive listed 47 New Testament manuscripts, and at least 17 were unknown to Western scholars. Evidence suggests that some of the other manuscripts had been presumed lost elsewhere in Albania, but a final assessment has yet to be made. 

The oldest manuscript in the collection is Codex Beratinus, written in the sixth century. It contains only the Gospels of Matthew and Mark today. The codex is the ancestor of the modern book form, replacing the scrolls and wax tablets of earlier times. Early Christians popularized the codex, adopting it for their scriptures and other writings. 

According to CSNTM, among the other finds were four manuscripts, dating from the 11th century on, that provided more information on a familiar Biblical controversy. 

The story of the woman caught in adultery in John 7:53-8:11 is included in most Bibles today, but many scholars doubt its authenticity. These four manuscripts either have the story at the end of John or lack it altogether, suggesting it is something of an add-on. 

Wallace said that no foundational Bible teaching of the Bible -- such as the virgin birth and the deity of Christ -- has been compromised by such study, but that some of the particulars have been brought into question. 

CSNTM said that when studying these manuscripts, the age is important, but so is the pedigree -- which previous manuscript it was copied from. Experts like Wallace, also a Professor of New Testament Studies at Dallas Theological Seminary, try to trace the antecedents of a Biblical manuscript much like an expert in genealogy would reconstruct a family tree. 

It's a challenging task. 

"It is like working on a jigsaw puzzle with half the pieces missing," Wallace said in the news release. "But with the discovery of new manuscripts, more of the pieces make sense. And the result is we are getting closer to reconstructing the original wording of the New Testament in the few places where there still is question." 

In its five years of existence, CSNTM has photographed manuscripts in places that include Istanbul, Turkey; Patmos, Greece; and Muenster, Germany at the Institute for New Testament Textual Research. 

The Institute is the clearinghouse for original manuscripts. When a "new" manuscript comes to light, it is assigned a unique number -- certifying the "discovery." To date, some 5,700 manuscripts containing about 1.3 million pages have been catalogued. 

Photographing these manuscripts is hard work. Wallace said that the average Greek New Testament manuscript has about 550 pages. Optimally, a team can shoot 1,200 to 1,800 pages a day, depending on the size and condition of the manuscripts. 

The bill is high, CSNTM said in the news release. It costs between $6 and $7 a page when all the expenses are figured in. Wallace would like to photograph all 1.3 million pages of manuscripts known to scholars. 

"We've photographed several thousand pages, but it's just a drop in the bucket of what needs to be done," he said in the news release. "These manuscripts are deteriorating, and older photographs done on microfilm, a much poorer quality than what we can do today, are deteriorating as well." 

He added, "Plus, some manuscripts are lost or stolen, and others are damaged by fire, worms or water. So there is a sense of urgency about this. We have to get these photographed while we have the opportunity." 

For more information on the Center for the Study of New Testament Manuscripts, visit www.csntm.org. 

© 2008 ASSIST News Service, used with permission
TNBS Questions – Lesson 25                                   Preparation for week 26
Read John 8:12 – 20
1.  In Psalm 119:105 and Proverbs 6:23, how is the metaphor of light used? What is light in these passages?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  What would be the opposite metaphor to the above and what would it signify?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Read John 1:1-4

     In your own words, paraphrase verse 4 in a way that explains the metaphor of “light” in this verse.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Read Ps 27:1; Malachi 4:2

     What do these passages tell us to expect of the messiah who was to come?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Read Isaiah 60:19-22; 

     What does this passage say will be true of the coming kingdom that the messiah will establish?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  Read Revelation 21:1-2, 22-27

     What does this passage say will be true of the eternal state of heaven?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  Read Isaiah 42:5-7; 49:5-6

    These passages refer to the coming messiah. How is light used here in his function to non-Jews?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  Read 2 Corinthians 4:6
    Paraphrase this verse using three different meanings for the word light found here.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.  What did Jesus mean by “I am the light of the world”? ___________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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