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Jesus: The Light of the World                                Lesson  26
John 8:12
The light of the world is Jesus.  Apart from Him, there is no deliverance from the blackness of sin.  Apart from Him, there is no guidance along the way of life, no knowledge as to the real meaning of life and the issues of eternity.

--William MacDonald

 I.
Teaching at The Feast of Tabernacles


A.
From 7:1-10 until now, he’s still teaching there


B.
John loves the imagery of Jesus as “light”

John 1:4-9

4 
In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

5 
The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 

6 
There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 

7 
He came as a witness to testify concerning that light , so that through him all men might believe. 

8 
He himself was not the light ; he came only as a witness to the light . 

9 
The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.

John 3:19-21

19 
This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds 
were evil. 

20 
Everyone who does evil hates the light , and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 

21 
But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light , so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been 
done through God." 

1 John 1:5-7

5 
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light ; in him there is no darkness at all. 
6 
If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 
7 
But if we walk in the light , as he is in the light , we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his 
Son, purifies us from all sin.

C.
Where did John get such an idea?

John 8:12
When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 


never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.


D.
The 2nd of the “I Am’s”


John 6:35
I am the bread of life


John 10:7
I am the gate


John 10:11
I am the good shepherd


John 11:25
I am the resurrection and the life


John 14:6
I am the way and the truth and the life


John 15:1
I am the true vine
II.
Theological Context of the Feast of Tabernacles


A.
From History

Lev 23:33-36, 39-43
33 
The LORD said to Moses, 
34 
"Say to the Israelites: 'On the fifteenth day of the seventh month the LORD's Feast of Tabernacles begins, and it 
lasts for seven days. 
35 
The first day is a sacred assembly; do no regular work. 
36 
For seven days present offerings made to the LORD by fire, and on the eighth day hold a sacred assembly and 
present an offering made to the LORD by fire. It is the closing assembly; do no regular work

39 
"'So beginning with the fifteenth day of the seventh month, after you have gathered the crops of the land, celebrate 
the festival to the LORD for seven days; the first day is a day of rest, and the eighth day also is a day of rest. 
40 
On the first day you are to take choice fruit from the trees, and palm fronds, leafy branches and poplars, and 
rejoice before the LORD your God for seven days. 
41 
Celebrate this as a festival to the LORD for seven days each year. This is to be a lasting ordinance for the 
generations to come; celebrate it in the seventh month. 
42 
Live in booths for seven days: All native-born Israelites are to live in booths 
43 
so your descendants will know that I had the Israelites live in booths when I brought them out of Egypt. 

I am the LORD your God.'"

B.
From prophecy

Zech 14:6-9

6 
On that day there will be no light, no cold or frost. 
7 
It will be a unique day, without daytime or nighttime — a day known to the LORD. 



When evening comes, there will be light. 

8 
On that day living water will flow out from Jerusalem, half to the eastern sea and half to the western sea, 


in summer and in winter. 

9 
The LORD will be king over the whole earth. On that day there will be one LORD, and his name the only name

C.
From Ceremony



1.
The ceremony of water




a.
what they did




b.
what they sang

Isa 12:3

With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.

Ps 114:7-8

7 
Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God of Jacob, 

8 
who turned the rock into a pool, the hard rock into springs of water.



c.
what they remembered



2.
The ceremony of light




a.
what they did




b.
what they remembered
When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world.

Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."
John 8:12
I.
A Divine Declaration


A.
You mean the world doesn’t have any light? Then the world must be in …….  and


1.
separated from God

1 John 1:5
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all
John 3:19
This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their 


deeds were evil.

Eph 5:8-9
For you were once darkness , but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 

Col 1:13
For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves,

1 Thess 5:4-5

4 
But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. 
5 
You are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness .

1 Peter 2:9
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, 



that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.


2.
spiritually dead

Eph 2:1-2; 5:8

1 
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 

2 
in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the 


kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.

5:8
For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.


3.
deceived by Satan

2 Cor 4:4
The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of 


the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.



4.
living in lust

Rom 1:21-27

21 
For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became 
futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 
22 
Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 
23 
and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. 

24 
Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their 
bodies with one another. 
25 
They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator — 
who is forever praised. Amen. 

26 
Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for 
unnatural ones. 
27 
In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. 
Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion.


5.
oblivious to truth



a.
because they are unable to know it

1 Cor 2:14
The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, 




for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.



b.
because God hides it from them

Matt 13:10-12

10 
The disciples came to him and asked, "Why do you speak to the people in parables?" 

11 
He replied, "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them. 


6.
experiencing a foretaste of Hell itself

Matt 8:11-12

11 
I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 
12 
But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness , where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth."

Matt 22:12-14

12
'Friend,' he asked, 'how did you get in here without wedding clothes?' The man was speechless. 

13
 "Then the king told the attendants, 'Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness , 


where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' 

14 
"For many are invited, but few are chosen."

Matt 25:29-30

29 
For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, 


even what he has will be taken from him. 
30 
And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness , where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'


B.
Those in Jesus (in the light) must therefore be ….



1.
in fellowship with God

1 Cor 1:9
God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful

1 John 1:3
We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. 



And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 



2.
spiritually alive

Eph 2:4-6

4 
But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 
5 
made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions — it is by grace you have been saved. 



3.
protected from Satan

Eph 6:11
Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes.



4.
living in righteousness
1 Cor 1:30
It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God — that is, our 


righteousness, holiness and redemption.



5.
recipients of truth

John 14:6
Jesus answered, "I am …. the truth …..
John 17:17
Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.

Matt 13:11
He replied, "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you,



6.
experiencing a foretaste of Heaven itself

Eph 3:10-12, 14-15
10 
His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly realms, 
11 
according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
12 
In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.

14 
For this reason I kneel before the Father, 
15 
from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name.
II.
A Necessary Condition  - 
“Whoever follows me ….”

2 Cor 5:17
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 

John 14:15
If you love me, you will obey what I command

Luke 9:23
Then he said to them all: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross


daily and follow me.
Greek:
akoloutheo NT:190, to be an akolouthos, "a follower," or "companion" (from the prefix a, here expressing "union, likeness," and keleuthos, "a way"; hence, "one going in the same way"), is used (a) frequently in the literal sense, e. g., Matt 4:25; (b) metaphorically, of "discipleship," e. g., Mark 8:34; 9:38; 10:21. It is used 77 times in the Gospels, of "following" Christ, and only once otherwise, Mark 14:13.



(from Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, Copyright © 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers.)

1.
a soldier following his captain


2.
a slave accompanying his master


3.
accepting a wise counselors opinions


4.
giving obedience to legal status


5.
following a teacher’s line of argument; or the gist of a speech

III.
A Logical Impossibility  -
“Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness ……”


2 Corinthians 4:6

IV.
An Absolute Assurance  -
“Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness ……”

John 4:14
but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him 

a spring of water welling up to eternal life ."

John 5:24 
"I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be 

condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. 

John 6:39-40

39 
And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the 
last day. 
40 
For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life , 


and I will raise him up at the last day."

John 10:27-30

27 
My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 
28 
I give them eternal life , and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. 
29 
My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand. 
30 
I and the Father are one.
V.
A Blessed Consequence  -
“Whoever follows me …. will have the light of life.”

John 1:4
In him was life, and that life was the light of men.

The Pillar Represented:


A.
The presence of God

Ex 33:7-11

7 
Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it outside the camp some distance away, calling it the "tent of meeting." 
Anyone inquiring of the LORD would go to the tent of meeting outside the camp. 
8 
And whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people rose and stood at the entrances to their tents, watching 
Moses until he entered the tent. 
9 
As Moses went into the tent, the pillar of cloud would come down and stay at the entrance, while the LORD 
spoke with Moses. 
10 
Whenever the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance to the tent, they all stood and worshiped, 
each at the entrance to his tent. 
11 
The LORD would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his friend. Then Moses would return to the camp,
John 1:14
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 





the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Matt 1:23
….and they will call him Immanuel"-which means, "God with us ."

B.
The Guidance of God

Num 9:15-23

15 
On the day the tabernacle, the Tent of the Testimony, was set up, the cloud covered it. From evening till morning 
the cloud above the tabernacle looked like fire. 
16 
That is how it continued to be; the cloud covered it, and at night it looked like fire. 
17 
Whenever the cloud lifted from above the Tent, the Israelites set out; wherever the cloud settled, the Israelites 
encamped. 
18 
At the LORD's command the Israelites set out, and at his command they encamped. As long as the cloud stayed 
over the tabernacle, they remained in camp. 
19 
When the cloud remained over the tabernacle a long time, the Israelites obeyed the LORD's order and did not set out. 
20 
Sometimes the cloud was over the tabernacle only a few days; at the LORD's command they would encamp, and 
then at his command they would set out. 
21
 Sometimes the cloud stayed only from evening till morning, and when it lifted in the morning, they set out. 
Whether by day or by night, whenever the cloud lifted, they set out. 
22 
Whether the cloud stayed over the tabernacle for two days or a month or a year, the Israelites would remain in 
camp and not set out; but when it lifted, they would set out. 
23 
At the LORD's command they encamped, and at the LORD's command they set out. They obeyed the LORD's 
order, in accordance with his command through Moses.

1 John 1:5-7

5 
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 
6 
If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 
7 
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, 

his Son, purifies us from all sin. 

1 Cor 1:30
It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God — 



that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption

C.
The Protection of God


1.
from the enemies of his people

Ex 14:23-24

23 
The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh's horses and chariots and horsemen followed them into the sea. 
24 
During the last watch of the night the LORD looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at the Egyptian army 
and threw it into confusion.


2.
from the perils of the desert



3.
from the sinfulness of the wicked
Isa 4:5-6

5 
Then the LORD will create over all of Mount Zion and over those who assemble there a cloud of smoke by day 
and a glow of flaming fire by night; over all the glory will be a canopy. 
6 
It will be a shelter and shade from the heat of the day, and a refuge and hiding place from the storm and rain.

John 6:35
Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life

John 7:39
Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.

John 8:12
When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world
John 12:46
I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness.

So many nights I sit by my window 
Waiting for someone to sing me his song 
So many dreams I kept deep inside me 
Alone in the dark but now 
You've come along 

You light up my life 
You give me hope 
To carry on 
You light up my days 
and fill my nights with song
Rollin' at sea, adrift on the water 
Could it be finally I'm turning for home? 
Finally, a chance to say hey, 
I love You 
Never again to be all alone 





Written by Joe Brooks
Performed by Debby Boone, 1977
“You see, as far as I'm concerned, it's my love song to God. My life is centered around Him, 

and that's not something predominant in the music business."











Is He the light of your life?
TNBS Questions – Lesson 26                                   Preparation for week 27
Read John 8:21 – 59 and 7:33-36
1.
In 8:21-22, Jesus repeats a message which speaks to its importance. 


What is different about the message the 2nd time? What is different about the Jews response?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Read John 8:23
2.
There is stark contrast here. (a) What is the contrast that Jesus is making? 


(b) What are the possible meanings of the word “world”? (c) What does Jesus mean by “world” in this verse?

(a) _______________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
(b) _______________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

(c) _______________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Read John 8:24

3.
Jesus cautions that there is a sin that cannot be forgiven, that is unpardonable. What is it?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read John 8:25-30
4.
What ‘witnesses’ do you remember from chapters 1- 7 that testified to Jesus’ divine identity?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.
From Acts 2:36-41, when did many of Jesus’ detractors believe in him?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.
From Philippians 2:9-11, when will all his detractors know without doubt who he is?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read John 8:31-36

7.
From 31-32, what is the spiritual progression given here that believers experience?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.
From 33-34, why do some people believe they are free when they are not? Free from what?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.
From 35-36, what is the wonderful promise made to believers in these verses? What is the contrast?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10.
Are you free? ________________________________________________________________________
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