[image: image1.jpg]( hristus

3 S

7

*

Y
e
©
L O
Q
-0
S op1 |V

Exploring the Truth
Equipping the Saints

O
7
@and!,‘gg A

o



Jesus: and Enslaved Humanity                                Lesson  27
I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin.

If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.

Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. 

So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.

John 8: 31-36

I.
 The Human Condition


A.
Its Origin

Gen 2:16-17

16 
And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 
17 
but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die."

Gen 4:8

Now Cain said to his brother Abel, "Let's go out to the field." And while they were in the field, 



Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him.

Gen 5:5

Altogether, Adam lived 930 years, and then he died.
Rom 5:12
Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, 





and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned— 
Eph 2:1

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,


B.
Its Evidence

Gen 6:5

The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the 


thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.

Gen 8:21
Never again will I curse the ground because of man, even though every inclination of his heart is evil 


from childhood.

C.
Its Effect

Ps 51:5

Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.

Ps 58:3

Even from birth the wicked go astray; from the womb they are wayward and speak lies

D.
Its Enslavement 
Prov 5:22
The evil deeds of a wicked man ensnare him; the cords of his sin hold him fast

Acts 8:23
For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to sin.

Rom 6:16-18

16 
Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom 
you obey — whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 
17 
But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to 
which you were entrusted. 
18 
You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.

Gal 3:22
But the Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin,

1 John 5:19
We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one.

2 Tim 2:26
and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, 





who has taken them captive to do his will

E.
Its Tenacity
Rom 7:14-25

II.
The Freedom Found in Jesus    (and only in Jesus)
John 8:32
You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.


“Perhaps no one since the apostle Paul has written more graphically about the experience of spiritual bondage than the great theologian Augustine (ad 354–430). Although blessed with extraordinary intelligence, in his younger years he had wallowed in deep depravity. 

Looking back, Augustine gave this account of his struggle: "I was bound by the iron chain of my own will. I was rather an unwilling sufferer than a willing actor. And yet it was through me that habit had become an armed enemy against me, because I had willingly come to be what I unwillingly found myself to be." 

Many of us have gone through a similar struggle. We wanted deliverance from sin yet found ourselves unable to shake off the chains of habit. Then, as we turned in faith to Jesus, we were liberated and could repeat the words of Charles Wesley's hymn: "Long my imprisoned spirit lay fast bound in sin and nature's night. Thine eye diffused a quickening ray, I woke--the dungeon flamed with light! My chains fell off, my heart was free; I rose, went forth, and followed Thee." 

Jesus alone can break the shackles of sin in your life. Receive Him as your Savior, 


and "the truth shall make you free".




Vernon Grounds; past president, current chancellor of Denver Seminary  
III.
Who Were Jesus’ Opponents?


A.
Warnings in the use of the term “the Jews”



1.
Jesus is Jewish



2.
the Apostles were Jewish



3.
the Church in grafted into a Jewish vine {Romans 11}


B.
His primary opponents were the religious institutions and those who defended them



1.
Ancestry and traditions mattered greatly to Jesus’ adversaries


2.
In our day, the same is often true



3.
What divided Jesus from the religious establishment were his claims about himself

“Whenever the church is locked in dispute for the truth of the gospel, Jesus’ absolute authority, his unity with God, and his divine mission will always be the crux of the debate.”







Dr. Gary Burge, professor of New Testament, Wheaton College


4.
Jesus sets himself up as the “life”, “light”, and “freedom” everyone is looking for.

“I am the light of the world”
“I am going away, and you will look for me, and you will die in your sin.”

“If anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” “If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”
Not that he has these things to bestow – not at all – he IS these things and they accrue to those who embrace HIM.
1 Cor 1:30
It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God — 


that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.

C.
Contemporary opponents take the same exception to Jesus’ claims



Satan has just expanded the institutions which deny His sufficiency


psychology – sociology – anthropology – paleontology …….. theology? 

When Jesus’ adversaries square off against him,  where do you stand?

Are you sure?


D.
The unexpected source of Christian persecution



1.
Be careful what you defend

Rom 2:28-29

28 
A man is not a Jew if he is only one outwardly, nor is circumcision merely outward and physical. 
29 
No, a man is a Jew if he is one inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit, 

not by the written code. Such a man's praise is not from men, but from God.


2.
Be careful what you trust in

John 8:39
Abraham is our father," they answered. 

III.
Warnings Against the Abuse of Freedom

1 Cor 8:9
Be careful, however, that the exercise of your freedom does not become a stumbling block to the weak.

Gal 5:13
You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; 


rather, serve one another in love.

1 Peter 2:16
Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God. 

Out of my bondage, sorrow, and night,
Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come;
Into Thy freedom, gladness, and light,
Jesus, I come to Thee;
Out of my sickness, into Thy health,
Out of my want and into Thy wealth,
Out of my sin and into Thyself,
Jesus, I come to Thee.

Out of my shameful failure and loss,
Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come;
Into the glorious gain of Thy cross,
Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of earth’s sorrows into Thy balm,
Out of life’s storms and into Thy calm,
Out of distress to jubilant psalm,
Jesus, I come to Thee.

Out of unrest and arrogant pride,
Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come;
Into Thy blessèd will to abide,
Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of myself to dwell in Thy love,
Out of despair into raptures above,
Upward for aye on wings like a dove,
Jesus, I come to Thee.

Out of the fear and dread of the tomb,
Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come;
Into the joy and light of Thy throne,
Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of the depths of ruin untold,
Into the peace of Thy sheltering fold,
Ever Thy glorious face to behold,
Jesus, I come to Thee.
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