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Introduction to Daniel                                          Lesson 2

Part 2

Why are All These Jews in Babylon?!

In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the articles from the temple of God. These he carried off to the temple of his god in Babylonia and put in the treasure house of his god.













Dan 1:1-2

I.
The Places


A.
Babylon



1.
Its beginning

Gen 10:1, 6, 8-12

1 This is the account of Shem, Ham and Japheth, Noah's sons, who themselves had sons after the flood

6 The sons of Ham:  Cush, Mizraim, Put and Canaan

8 Cush was the father of Nimrod, who grew to be a mighty warrior on the earth. 9 He was a mighty hunter before the LORD; that is why it is said, "Like Nimrod, a mighty hunter before the LORD." 10 The first centers of his kingdom were Babylon, Erech, Akkad and Calneh, in Shinar.   11 From that land he went to Assyria, where he built Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah 12 and Resen, which is between Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city.

Gen 11:1-4,  8-9

1 Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. 

2 As men moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there. 

3 They said to each other, "Come, let's make bricks and bake them thoroughly." They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. 4 Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth."

8 So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. 9 That is why it was called Babel — because there the LORD confused the language of the whole world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole earth. 



2.
Its ending

Rev 17:3-6

3 Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a desert. There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns. 4 The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, and was glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls. She held a golden cup in her hand, filled with abominable things and the filth of her adulteries. 5 This title was written on her forehead: 

MYSTERY

BABYLON THE GREAT

THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES

AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

6 I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of those who bore testimony to Jesus.


B.
Jerusalem



1.
Its beginning

Gen 14:18
Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. He was priest of God Most High,

1 Kings 11:36
I will give one tribe to his son so that David my servant may always have a lamp before me in 


Jerusalem , the city where I chose to put my Name .



2.
Its continuing

Rev 21:2
I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem , coming down out of heaven from God, 




prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.

Rev 21:22-27

22 
I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 

23 
The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, 

and the Lamb is its lamp. 

24 
The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. 

25 
On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. 

26 
The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. 

27 
Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, 

but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life.
II.
The Period

See time line of Daniel and time line of Assyria

III.
The People

God will use even the most wicked of people as His instruments of judgment

A.
The Babylonians

Hab 1:5-13

5 "Look at the nations and watch —  and be utterly amazed. For I am going to do something in your days that you would not believe, even if you were told. 

6 I am raising up the Babylonians,  that ruthless and impetuous people, who sweep across the whole earth to seize dwelling places not their own. 

7 They are a feared and dreaded people; they are a law to themselves and promote their own honor. 

8 Their horses are swifter than leopards, fiercer than wolves at dusk. Their cavalry gallops headlong; their horsemen come from afar. They fly like a vulture swooping to devour; 

9 they all come bent on violence. Their hordes advance like a desert wind and gather prisoners like sand. 

10 They deride kings and scoff at rulers. They laugh at all fortified cities; they build earthen ramps and capture them. 

11 Then they sweep past like the wind and go on —  guilty men, whose own strength is their god." 

12 O LORD, are you not from everlasting? My God, my Holy One, we will not die. O LORD, you have appointed them to execute judgment; O Rock, you have ordained them to punish. 

13 Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong. Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? Why are you silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous than themselves?


B.
The Jews



1.
Their hardness

Amos 4:6-12

6 "I gave you empty stomachs in every city and lack of bread in every town, yet you have not returned to me,"       declares the LORD. 

7 "I also withheld rain from you when the harvest was still three months away. I sent rain on one town, but withheld it from another. One field had rain; another had none and dried up. 8 People staggered from town to town for water but did not get enough to drink, yet you have not returned to me,"       declares the LORD. 

9 "Many times I struck your gardens and vineyards, I struck them with blight and mildew. Locusts devoured your fig and olive trees, yet you have not returned to me," declares the LORD. 

10 "I sent plagues among you as I did to Egypt. I killed your young men with the sword, along with your captured horses. I filled your nostrils with the stench of your camps, yet you have not returned to me,"       declares the LORD. 

11 "I overthrew some of you as I overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. You were like a burning stick snatched from the fire, yet you have not returned to me,"       declares the LORD. 

12 "Therefore this is what I will do to you, Israel, and because I will do this to you, prepare to meet your God, O Israel." 



2.
Their rejection of God

Anything but repentance

Mic 6:6-7

6 With what shall I come before the LORD and bow down before the exalted God? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 

7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of oil? 

Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 

Any advocate but God

Hos 7:8-11, 14

8 "Ephraim mixes with the nations; Ephraim is a flat cake not turned over. 

9 Foreigners sap his strength, but he does not realize it. His hair is sprinkled with gray, but he does not notice. 

10 Israel's arrogance testifies against him, but despite all this he does not return to the LORD his God or search for him. 

11 "Ephraim is like a dove, easily deceived and senseless —  now calling to Egypt, now turning to Assyria.

14 They do not cry out to me from their hearts but wail upon their beds. They gather together for grain and new wine but turn away from me.

We become what we love

Hos 9:10
But when they came to Baal Peor, they consecrated themselves to that shameful idol and became 

as vile as the thing they loved.

If you’re rich enough, sin is OK.

Hos 12:8
Ephraim boasts, "I am very rich; I have become wealthy. 







With all my wealth they will not find in me any iniquity or sin."



3.
Their self indulgence

Mic 2:11
If a liar and deceiver comes and says, 'I will prophesy for you plenty of wine and beer,' 



he would be just the prophet for this people!

IV.
The Punishment


A.
God’s punishments are never a surprise. They should have known judgment was coming. How?



1.
The destruction of the Northern kingdom  (Amos  Hosea)

Isa 10:5-6

5 "Woe to the Assyrian, the rod of my anger, in whose hand is the club of my wrath! 

6 I send him against a godless nation, I dispatch him against a people who anger me,

to seize loot and snatch plunder, and to trample them down like mud in the streets.



2.
The preaching of the prophets

Isa 39:5-7
(before the invasion of Sennacherib the Assyrian in 701 BC)

5 Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, "Hear the word of the LORD Almighty: 6 The time will surely come when everything in your palace, and all that your fathers have stored up until this day, will be carried off to Babylon. Nothing will be left, says the LORD. 7 And some of your descendants, your own flesh and blood who will be born to you, will be taken away, and they will become eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon."










See Jonah 3:6-10


B.
When judgment comes, it is by God’s providence, in His time and in His manner

1:2 
And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, 





along with some of the articles from the temple of God.

V.
The Purpose


1.
To display the sovereignty of God

Jer 27:2-7

 3 Then send word to the kings of Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyre and Sidon through the envoys who have come to Jerusalem to Zedekiah king of Judah. 4 Give them a message for their masters and say, 'This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: "Tell this to your masters: 5 With my great power and outstretched arm I made the earth and its people and the animals that are on it, and I give it to anyone I please. 6 Now I will hand all your countries over to my servant Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; I will make even the wild animals subject to him. 7 All nations will serve him and his son and his grandson until the time for his land comes; then many nations and great kings will subjugate him.

OT:5650 `ebed (eh'-bed); from OT:5647; a servant:


2.
To display the catastrophic consequences of rejection God


3.
To purge His people



a.
Israel was never again idolatrous



b.
Synagogues were born, the model for the church to come



c.
The Old Testament canon was compiled


4.
To spread the word of God

Matt 2:1-2

2:1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him."


5.
To display the redemptive mercy of God

Mic 4:6-7;  7:9

6
"In that day," declares the LORD, 


"I will gather the lame; I will assemble the exiles and those I have brought to grief. 

7 
I will make the lame a remnant, those driven away a strong nation. 




The LORD will rule over them in Mount Zion from that day and forever.

7:9
Because I have sinned against him, I will bear the LORD's wrath, until he pleads my case 


and establishes my right. He will bring me out into the light; I will see his righteousness. 

VI.
The Principles


A.
 The overthrow of the Jewish state came gradually. Manasseh was first carried captive, then Josiah was slain in battle, Jerusalem was then taken four times by the enemy, twice in the days of Jehoiakim, again in the days of his son, Jahoiachin, and finally in the reign of Zedekiah. From this we may learn, that national destruction is sometimes a gradual thing. It comes in successive shocks, some at a greater interval, and others at a lesser interval. We are not to suppose, because the sins mentioned prevail in any land, that it shall be instantly overthrown. It is with nations as with individuals, the impenitent person will certainly perish, but God may spare him to a good old age. Caution is, therefore, necessary, lest we should commit the honour of Christianity, as good men have often done, by denouncing judgment as certainly at hand. Sin will assuredly Bring it; but the times and the seasons are in the Father's hands.


B.
A second thing very observable is, that before each of these successive shocks of national disaster, God made use of means to promote the reformation of the country. Before the calamities that came upon the land, in the days of Manasseh, godly Hezekiah, had endeavoured, during a lifetime, to promote a revival of true religion. The reign of Josiah immediately preceded this disaster in the days of Jehoiakim. In the interval between the death of Josiah and the destruction of the temple, they were warned by divinely-commissioned prophets. Among others, God employed Jeremiah, a man in whose character, zeal for God was finely united with tenderness to man. And it has been God's ordinary way, to use means for reforming nations, before their overthrow. The flood came and swept away the ungodly world, but did not God give them warning? Nineveh was not overthrown till she was called to repentance by the ministry of Jonah. If God's government be a moral government, then moral evil must be the cause of all physical sufferings, and of all political difficulties. Moral evil is the crime, the political evil is the punishment. Moral evil is the disease, political evil is but the symptom.













(William White.)

VII. 
The Penitence

How do God’s people respond in time of tragedy?
Hab 3:17-19

17
Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, 


though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, 


though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, 

18 
yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior. 

19 
The Sovereign LORD is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, 


he enables me to go on the heights. 

TNBS Study Questions #2                                 
Preparation for week 3

Read Daniel 1

1.
Why do you think Nebuchadnezzar would select young Jewish men to serve in his court?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
What methods did Nebuchadnezzar employ to reshape the world view and thinking of his young captives?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.   What was expected of the captives in order to take advantage of their opportunities for success and promotion?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.
What do you think of this statement?  “When in Rome, do as the Romans.”

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.
(a)  What are your thoughts on this statement?

“Circumstances aid great men, but do not make them. On the contrary, great men make circumstances.”














W. A. Scott, D.D.


(b)  How does this statement apply to Daniel and his friends?


(c)  Does it still apply? How?

a  __________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

b  __________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

c  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

6.
When Daniel and his friends were taken captive, they were probably around 15 to 18 years old. Based on their response and behavior in this chapter, how early in a child’s life should Christian principles be taught? 

Of what should that training consist?

From where should the training come?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.
How important is it that adults, all adults, be active in the training of the next generation?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________










