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Daniel 1: 1-8                                               Lesson 4

A Life Without Compromise – Part 2



But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine,



and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way.

Review











Dan 1:8
I.
Why these young men were taken



A.
They were hostages to keep the Jewish royal family in Jerusalem in line


B.
A pleasant reminder of conquests


C.
Useful later in the administration of Jewish and other international affairs

II.
Why these particular ones were chosen.  (The Criteria of the World’s Selection Process)


A.
Young





B.
Physically perfect 



C.
Handsome  




D.
Intelligent  




E.
Informed  




F.
Quick study  




G.
Qualified to serve  


III.
The plot to make them Babylonian  (The Program of reinventing thought  {brainwashing})


A.
Talk like a Babylonian


B.
Have a Babylonian world view


C.
Become enmeshed in Babylonian culture


D.
Absorb Babylonian wisdom and become indebted to them for the privilege


E.
See Babylon and its gods as their provider and protector

IV.
The Decision to be a person of integrity


A.
What Daniel had seen



1.
The decline of his country



2.
The destruction of his family



3.
The degradation slavery


B.
What Daniel faced



1.
The perception of the lack of accountability



2.
The retribution of authority



3.
The culture of paganism



4.
The influence of peers


C.
What Daniel knew



A.
Knowledge of God – His law and His love



B.
Godly models



C.
The trustworthiness of God



D.
His predetermined decision

V.
A Character Shaped by the Gospel

A.
JOY

My sins are forgiven


B.
COURAGE
Such love will sustain me


C.
HOPE

God’s favor will rest upon me

The Pursuit of Holiness

But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine,



and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way.













Dan 1:8

Since we have these promises, dear friends, 

let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, 

perfecting holiness out of reverence for God. 

2 Cor 7:1

Those whom free grace chooses, free grace cleanses. We are not chosen because we 
are holy, but chosen to be holy: and being chosen, the purpose is no dead letter, 

but we are made to seek after holiness.

Charles Haddon Spurgeon
I.
Holiness  (Sanctification)

hagiasmos ; translated "holiness" in the KJV of Rom 6:19,22; 1 Thess 4:7; 1 Tim 2:15; Heb 12:14, is always rendered "sanctification" in the RV. It signifies (a) separation to God, 1 Cor 1:30; 2 Thess 2:13; 1 Peter 1:2; 

(b) the resultant state, the conduct befitting those so separated, 1 Thess 4:3,4,7, and the four other places mentioned above. "Sanctification" is thus the state predetermined by God for believers, into which in grace He calls them, and in which they begin their Christian course and so pursue it. Hence they are called "saints" (hagioi). 

See SANCTIFICATION.

Note: The corresponding verb hagiazo denotes "to set apart to God." See HALLOW, SANCTIFY.

(from Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, Copyright © 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers.)


A.
Of God

Isa 6:1-3

6:1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And they were calling to one another:

"Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory." 

Ps 30:4

Sing to the Lord, you saints of his; praise his holy name. 

“As it seems to challenge an excellency above all His other perfections, so it is the glory of all the rest; as it is the glory of the Godhead, so it is the glory of every perfection in the Godhead; as His power is the strength of them, so His holiness is the beauty of them; as all would be weak without almightiness to back them, so all would be uncomely without holiness to adorn them. Should this be sullied, all the rest would lose their honour; as at the same instant the sun should loose its light, it would loose its heat, its strength, its quickening virtue. As sincerity is the luster of every grace in a Christian, so is purity the splendor of every attribute of the Godhead. His justice is a holy justice, His wisdom a holy wisdom, His arm of power a holy arm (Ps. 98:1) , His truth or promise a holy promise (Ps. 105:42). His name, which signifies all His attributes in conjunction, “is holy”.












Stephen Charnock


B.
Of the Believer



1.
Separation to God



2.
Devotion to God



3.
Service to God



4.
Desiring God and what He desires

II.
Why we must be holy                   (Taken in large part from Bishop John Charles Ryle of England,






Holiness: Its Nature, Hindrances, Difficulties, and Roots ; 1959)


A.
Scripture demands it

Lev 11:44; 19:2

44 I am the Lord your God; consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am holy. 

2 "Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and say to them: 'Be holy because I, the Lord your God, am holy. 

1 Peter 1:14-16

14 
As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 


15 
But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 

16 f
or it is written: "Be holy, because I am holy."

2 Cor 6:17-18

17 "Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you."  

18 "I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty."

aphorizo
"to mark off by bounds" (apo, "from," horizo, "to determine"; horos, "a limit"), "to separate," is used of "(a) the Divine action in setting men apart for the work of the gospel, Rom 1:1; Gal 1:15; (b) the Divine judgment upon men, Matt 13:49; 25:32; (c) the separation of Christians from unbelievers, Acts 19:9; 2 Cor 6:17; 

(d) the separation of believers by unbelievers, Luke 6:22; 

(e) the withdrawal of Christians from their brethren, Gal 2:12. In (c) is described what the Christian must do, in (d) what he must be prepared to suffer, and in (e) what he must avoid."


   (from Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, Copyright © 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers.)

Daniel and his friends were willing to integrate into the culture to the extent that it did not violate the boundaries of God’s word. It was here they drew their line. They would go no farther, regardless of outcome.


B.
It is why Christ came

Eph 5:25-27

25   ....... Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 

26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.


C.
The only real evidence of saving faith

Col 3:1-10

3:1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 

3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 

4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming.   7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8 But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 

9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 

10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.

Eph 2:10
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 





which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

James 2:26
For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.


D.
The only real proof of love for Jesus

John 14:15, 23;  15:14

15 
" If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.

23 
" If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word;

15:14
"You are My friends if you do what I command you.


E.
The basic characteristic of a child of God

John 8:39-47

9 "Abraham is our father," they answered. 

"If you were Abraham's children," said Jesus, "then you would do the things Abraham did. 

40 As it is, you are determined to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. Abraham did not do such things. 41 You are doing the things your own father does." 

"We are not illegitimate children," they protested. "The only Father we have is God himself." 

42 Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now am here. I have not come on my own; but he sent me. 43 Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. 44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. .....

47 He who belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God."

Rom 8:14
because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.


F.
The most likely way to benefit others

1 Peter 3:1-2

3:1 
Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, 
they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives,  2 when they see the purity and 
reverence of your lives.

Matt 5:16
"Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, 



and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

1 Peter 2:12
Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, 



they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.


G.
Much of our present comfort depends on it



1.
Not all suffering is the direct result of one’s sin
-
John 9



2.
However, all sin produces suffering

Prov 11:3
The integrity of the upright guides them, but the unfaithful are destroyed by their duplicity. 

Gal 6:7-8
The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; 



the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.

Rom 6:23
For the wages of sin is death, .........



3.
All good comes from God

James 1:17
Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, 


who does not change like shifting shadows.


H.
The only possible path to intimacy with Jesus

Matt 5:8
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

Heb 12:14
Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; 






without holiness no one will see the Lord.

III.
Holiness begins in the details  (small things)


A.
Was it going to kill Daniel to eat a pork chop? Would it have altered his eternal destiny?


B.
Do little things really matter to God?

Matthew 25:14-30

21 
"His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; 

I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'

oligos , used of number quantity, and size, denotes "few, little, small, slight," 




       (from Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, Copyright © 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers.)

The Overarching Principle of holy Christian Living

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.














Matt 6:33

In my daily walk,  ... ....



1.
Separation to God




am I aware that I belong to Christ, and that that belonging involves responsibilities?

1 Cor 6:19-20

.....You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. 



2.
Devotion to God




is Christ the center of each compartment of my life?

Heb 12:2

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith ........



3.
Service to God

1 Cor 10:31

.......whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.



4.
Desiring God and what He desires

Phil 3:9-10

I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection 







and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings

Eph 5:8-11




8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 




9(for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 




10 and find out what pleases the Lord. 

TNBS Study Questions #4                                
Preparation for week 5

Read Daniel 1

1.
Daniel and his friends were willing to accept the worldly education of the Babylonians, the changing of their names, and the service of the king.  Why would they draw the line at eating the king’s food? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
What might well have been the consequences of Daniel’s refusal to comply with the king’s wishes?


Come up with at least 3 possibilities.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
Look back at verse 2. What does that verse give as the cause of Judah’s conquest?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

4.   Nebuchadnezzar came to Jerusalem with a vastly superior force and could have slaughtered all of Judah any time he wanted. However, please read 2 Chronicles 20:1-30 and say why this passage gives Dan 1:2 new meaning.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.
Now look at verse 9. What does that verse give as the cause of the commander’s favor toward Daniel?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

6.
Read and paraphrase in your own words Proverbs 16:7.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.
Now verse 17of Daniel 1. 


What does that verse give as the cause of the young men’s excellent grade point average?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.
In light of verse 17, do you think the young men had to study?  Why or why not?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


9.
How would Philippians 4:6-7 apply to Daniel and to your own way of decision making?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.
Read Matthew 14: 1-12 and then Matthew 11:11;  then think of Daniel and his convictions.


State a Biblical principle that will ALWAYS be true regarding God’s work through obedient children.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

