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Daniel 2:1-30                                               Lesson 6

True Character is Revealed in Crisis




"Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and power are his. 




He changes times and seasons; he sets up kings and deposes them.




He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the discerning. 




He reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what lies in darkness,





and light dwells with him. 













Dan 2:20-22

Review

I.
An Uncompromising Life Leads to .........


A.
An Uncommon courage.......



1.
Because of an assurance of God’s presence



2.
Because of a trust in God’s word


B.
An Unpretentious humility ........



1.
Because the scriptures require it



2.
Because God’s presence supports it


C.
An Unearthly Protection .........



1.
Because God’s sovereignty controls it



2.
Because history confirms it



3.
Because God’s promise assures it

II.
An Uncompromising Life Resulted In ..........


A.
Successful negotiation


B.
Supernatural revelation


C.
Vocational elevation


D.
Personal continuation

I.
When days go from bad to worse, 
or .... 






2:1-13


Behind every dark cloud, there’s a lightning bolt



A.
The start of really bad day






2:1-4

Dan 2:1-3

1      In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his mind was troubled and he could not sleep. 2 
So the king summoned the 
magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers 

NIV





magicians, the astrologers, the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans NKJV





magicians, the conjurers, the sorcerers and the Chaldeans   
NASB

to tell him what he had dreamed. When they came in and stood before the king, 

3 
he said to them, "I have had a dream that troubles me and I want to know what it means.



1.
The chronology

a.
May-June, 
605 BC : Babylonian victory over the Assyrians and Egyptians at Carchemish

b.
June-August, 
605 BC : Fall of Jerusalem ; Daniel and others (50-75) taken as hostages

c.
September 7, 
605 BC : Nebuchadnezzar, general of the army, made king of Babylon 











after the death of his father, Nabopolassar. 

d.
September 7, 
605 BC to Nisan (March-April) 604 BC : Year of accession of Nebuchadnezzar as king, 









and first year of Daniel’s training.

e.
Nisan (March-April) 604 BC to Nisan (March-April) 603 BC : First year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, 









and second year of Daniel’s training.

f.
Nisan (March-April) 603 BC to Nisan (March-April) 602 BC : Second year of reign of Nebuchadnezzar, 









and third year of Daniel’s training, 










and year of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.



2.
The “troubling” impact




A deep disturbance with associated apprehension. A cold sweat kind of a dream.



3.
The summoned
(the “wise men” vs 12, 13, 18)




a.
Magicians - the translation of a Hebrew word with a root meaning of stylus or 




pen, and could refer to a scholar rather than a magician in the ordinary sense.




b.
Enchanters – referring to the power of necromancy or communication with the dead




c.
Sorcerers – the practice of sorcery (witchcraft) and incantations




d.
Chaldeans – the core group of southern Babylonians who rose up under 





Nabopolassar against the Assyrians. Known as astrologers – the study of the 




positions and aspects of celestial bodies in the belief that they have an influence on 



the course of natural earthly occurrences, human affairs, and teh future

.


B.
No day is so bad that a good threat of dismembering can’t make it worse
2:4-11

Dan 2:4-6

4 
Then the astrologers answered the king in Aramaic,"


O king, live forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will interpret it." 

5 
The king replied to the astrologers, "This is what I have firmly decided: 
NIV







The thing is gone from me:

KJV


If you do not tell me what my dream was and interpret it, I will have you cut into pieces and your houses 
turned into piles of rubble. 

6 
But if you tell me the dream and explain it, you will receive from me gifts and rewards and great honor. 
So tell me the dream and interpret it for me." 


C.
The debate over the king’s motive

Dan 2:7
Once more they replied, "Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will interpret it." 

Dan 2:8


Then the king answered, "I am certain that you are trying to gain time, 







because you realize that this is what I have firmly decided:
NIV

The king answered and said, I know of certainty that ye would gain the time, 









because ye see the thing is gone from me.
KJV

D.
Rising panic sets the stage

Dan 2:9-11

9 If you do not tell me the dream, there is just one penalty for you. You have conspired to tell me misleading and wicked things, hoping the situation will change. So then, tell me the dream, and I will know that you can interpret it for me." 

10 The astrologers answered the king, "There is not a man on earth who can do what the king asks! No king, however great and mighty, has ever asked such a thing of any magician or enchanter or astrologer. 11 What the king asks is too difficult. No one can reveal it to the king except the gods, and they do not live among men." 


E.
Silver lining wishful thinking leaves lots of smoldering corpses

12-13


Dan 2:12-13

12 
This made the king so angry and furious that he ordered the execution of all the wise men of Babylon. 

13 
So the decree was issued to put the wise men to death, and men were sent to look for Daniel and his 
friends to put them to death.


II.
The Marks of Godly Character







2:14-30


A.
Composure








2:14-15

14 
When Arioch, the commander of the king's guard, had gone out to put to death the wise men of Babylon, 
Daniel spoke to him with wisdom and tact. 

15 
He asked the king's officer, "Why did the king issue such a harsh decree?" 




Arioch then explained the matter to Daniel.

Ps 4:8 

I will lie down and sleep in peace, for you alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety

Prov 1:33
but whoever listens to me will live in safety and be at ease, without fear of harm.

Isa 32:17       The fruit of righteousness will be peace; the effect of righteousness will be quietness and confidence forever.


B.
Courage








2:16

16 
At this, Daniel went in to the king and asked for time, so that he might interpret the dream for him. 



1.
From knowing what is true

1:17 
To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature and learning. 
And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds.

1 Cor 2:12, 16

12 
We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, 



that we may understand what God has freely given us.

16 
"For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct him?" But we have the mind of Christ .



2.
From experience of God’s faithfulness

1:15
At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than any of the young men who ate 
he royal food.

2 Thess 3:3
But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen and protect you from the evil one.

2 Tim 2:13
if we are faithless, he will remain faithful, for he cannot disown himself. 

Heb 10:23
Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.


C.
Communion








2:17-18

Dan 2:17-18

17
Then Daniel returned to his house and explained the matter to his friends Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 

18 
He urged them to plead for mercy from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, 


so that he and his friends might not be executed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.

“I fear the prayers of John Knox more than an army of 10,000” ;  Mary, Queen of Scots


D.
Commendation







2:19-23



1.
Praise

19 
During the night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel praised the God of heaven 

20 
and said: "Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and power are his. 




a.
for His Omnipotence

21 
He changes times and seasons; he sets up kings and deposes them. He gives wisdom to the wise and 

knowledge to the discerning. 




b.
for His Omniscience

22 
He reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what lies in darkness, and light dwells with him. 



2.
Thanksgiving

23 
I thank and praise you, O God of my fathers: You have given me wisdom and power, you have made 
known to me what we asked of you, you have made known to us the dream of the king." 


E.
Compassion








2:24

Then Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to execute the wise men of Babylon, and said to him, "Do not execute the wise men of Babylon. Take me to the king, and I will interpret his dream for him." 


F.
Contrition








2:25-30

25 
Arioch took Daniel to the king at once and said, "I have found a man among the exiles from Judah who 
can tell the king what his dream means." 

26 
The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshazzar), "Are you able to tell me what I saw in my dream and 
interpret it?" 

27 
Daniel replied, "No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to the king the mystery he has 
asked about, 

28 
but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries. He has shown King Nebuchadnezzar what will 
happen in days to come. Your dream and the visions that passed through your mind as you lay on your 
bed are these: 

29 
"As you were lying there, O king, your mind turned to things to come, and the revealer of mysteries 
showed you what is going to happen. 

30 
As for me, this mystery has been revealed to me, not because I have greater wisdom than other living 
men, but so that you, O king, may know the interpretation and that you may understand what went 
through your mind.

1 Peter 5:6
Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.

Through It All


Words and Music by Andrae Crouch

I've had many tears and sorrows,
I've had questions for tomorrow,
There've been times
I didn't know right from wrong:
But in every situation
God gave blessed consolation
That my trials come
To only make me strong.

I've been to lots of places,
And I've seen a lot of faces,
There've been times I felt so all alone;
But in my lonely hours,
Yes, those precious lonely hours,
Jesus let me know that I was His own.

I thank God for the mountains,
And I thank Him for the valleys,
I thank Him for the storms
He brought me through;
For if I'd never had a problem
I wouldn't know
That He could solve them,
I'd never know what faith
In God could do.

CHORUS:
Through it all, through it all,
I've learned to trust in Jesus,
I've learned to trust in God;
Through it all, through it all,
I've learned to depend upon His Word.

DREAMS





1.
The revelation of God's will in dreams is characteristic of ...




a.
 the early and less perfect patriarchal times 





Gen 28:12
-
Jacob





Gen 31:24
-
Laban





Gen 37:5-10
-
Joseph




b.
to the beginning of Solomon’s reign





1 Kings 3:5




c.
to the beginning of the New Testament dispensation





Matt 1:20; 2:13,19,22




d.
and is often given to pagan rulers and other nonbelievers





Gen 20:3
-
Abimelech (Philistia)





Gen 40:5
-
Egyptian cup bearer and baker





Gen 41:1
-
Pharaoh





Judges 7:13
-
Midianite soldier





Dan 2:1
-
Nebuchadnezzar





Matt 27:19
-
Pilate’s wife  



2.
Only Joseph and Daniel are given the gift of dream interpretation



3.
The deception of dreams

Deut 13:1-3, 5


1 
If a prophet, or one who foretells by dreams, appears among you and announces to you a 



miraculous sign or wonder, 


2 
and if the sign or wonder of which he has spoken takes place, and he says, "Let us follow other 


gods" (gods you have not known) "and let us worship them," 


3 
you must not listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer.


5 
That prophet or dreamer must be put to death, because he preached rebellion against the Lord 


your God,

Jer 23:25-26


25
 "I have heard what the prophets say who prophesy lies in my name. 





They say, 'I had a dream! I had a dream!' 


26 
How long will this continue in the hearts of these lying prophets, who prophesy the delusions 


of their own minds?

Jer 29:8-9


8 
Yes, this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: "Do not let the prophets and 



diviners among you deceive you. Do not listen to the dreams you encourage them to have. 


9 
They are prophesying lies to you in my name. I have not sent them," declares the Lord. 

Zech 10:2
The idols speak deceit, diviners see visions that lie; they tell dreams that are false, they give 


comfort in vain. Therefore the people wander like sheep oppressed for lack of a shepherd. 

TNBS Study Questions 6                                
Preparation for week 7

Read Daniel 2:31-49

1.
Read Genesis 40:1-23


How are the situations between Daniel and Joseph:


similar? _____________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________


different? ___________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
How are these two men alike?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
Describe the image that Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.
From what you know of history, who do you think is represented by the four metals of the statue.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.
Read Genesis 12:1-3;  Luke 21:20-24

God promised Abraham secular and spiritual supremacy over all nations and even though far from perfect, Israel rose to a zenith of power in Solomon’s reign 1000 years later. What followed was a sad degeneration of division, apostasy and idol worship until Israel was subjugated to the Gentiles. When do you think the “times of the Gentiles” began?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.
According to Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, what marks the end of the “times of the gentiles”?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.
Read Romans 11:1-29


Is God finished with the Jews as a people? Why or why not?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.
When will God again turn His attention to the Jews as a people?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.
What was Nebuchadnezzar’s reaction to the interpretation of the dream?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. If our sovereign God is ordering history according to plan, how should that affect the way we live and plan?

_________________________________________________________________________________________


