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Exploring the Truth
Equipping the Saints
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Daniel 2:31-49                                               Lesson 7

Nebuchadnezzar’s Statue Dream

The ‘Times of the Gentiles’ and Beyond




"You looked, O king, and there before you stood a large statue — 





an enormous, dazzling statue, awesome in appearance. 




"The great God has shown the king what will take place in the future. 




The dream is true and the interpretation is trustworthy." 












Dan 2: 31, 45

Review

I.
When days go from bad to worse, 
or .... 






2:1-13


A.
The start of really bad day






2:1-4


B.
No day is so bad that a good threat of dismembering can’t make it worse
2:4-11


C.
The debate over the king’s motive


D.
Rising panic sets the stage


E.
Silver lining wishful thinking leaves lots of smoldering corpses

12-13


II.
The Marks of Godly Character







2:14-30


A.
Composure








2:14-15


B.
Courage








2:16


C.
Communion








2:17-18


D.
Commendation   (Praise)






2:19-23


E.
Compassion








2:24


F.
Contrition








2:25-30

I.
The revelation of the king’s dream 






2:31-36

Luke 21:24
They will fall by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations. 




Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

Rom 11:25
I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be conceited: 


Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in. 


A.
The image described






2:31-33


B.
The image destroyed






2:34-36


II.
The reality of the king’s dream






2:37-45


A.
The domination of the first kingdom




2:37-38



1.
The benefactor of Nebuchadnezzar’s rule

2:2:37



2.
The breadth of Nebuchadnezzar’s rule

2:38


B.
The decline of future kingdoms




2:39-43



1.
Future Gentile kingdoms



2:39



2.
Final Gentile kingdom



2:40-43




a.
The might with which it commences
2:40




b.
The mixture with which it concludes
2:41-43


C.
The destruction of earthly kingdoms




2:44-45



1.
A divinely conquered world



2:44




a.
Coming of the heavenly kingdom
2:44a

Rev 19:11-15

11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war.   12 His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. 13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. 14 The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. "He will rule them with an iron scepter." He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty.




b.
Continuance of the heavenly kingdom 2:44b



2.
A divinely confirmed word



2:45

III
The reward of the king’s dream






2:46-49


A.
Daniel is praised by the king





2:46-47


B.
Daniel is promoted by the king




2:48-49
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TNBS Study Questions 7                               
Preparation for week 8

Read Daniel 3 from at least 2 different versions

1.
What is your understanding of “situational ethics”? What does that mean?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
Read Exodus 20:3-6
What ‘absolute’ scriptures were the young men following?    Does this still apply?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
What rationalizations might they have used to compromise their conduct?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.
What does their statement about the possible outcomes, ie. deliverance or death, reveal about:


a. their world view ____________________________________________________________________


b. their view of death __________________________________________________________________

5.
To what “gods” might Christians in our modern society bow? What does it mean to “bow” to them?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.
Read Exodus 20:3-17; John 13:34;  Matthew 22:36-40  What Biblical absolutes should guide our conduct?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.
Read Rom 5:3-5; 2 Cor 12:7-10; Heb 11:35-40; 1 Pet 1:3-7 


Under what circumstances might God not deliver a Christian from a severe trial or test?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.
Read Rom 8:35-39; 1 Cor 10:13;  Heb 13:5


According to God’s own promises, what is the believer’s confidence in times of trial and suffering?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.
What was the result of the faith of Daniel’s friends?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.
Reread Daniel 3:28-30 What impact did the young men’s faith have on their world?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11.
When was the last time you “sacrificed” absolute truth on the alter of the god of the moment?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read 1 John 1:9

