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Daniel 4:1-37                                               Lesson 11                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
The Sovereignty of God

-----------------------------

The Grass is Always Greener .....

Until You Have to Eat It

Part 2

His dominion is an eternal dominion; his kingdom endures from generation to generation. 

All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven

and the peoples of the earth. No one can hold back his hand or say to him: "What have you done?" 

everything he does is right and all his ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is able to humble.

Dan 4 : 34, 35, 37

Review

I.
Introduction


A.
Nebuchadnezzar’s Spiritual Journey

Dan 2:47; 3:28-29; 4:34, 37


47
The king said to Daniel, "Surely your God is the God of gods and the Lord of kings and a 


revealer of mysteries, for you were able to reveal this mystery." 

28
Then Nebuchadnezzar said, "Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent 
his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king's command and were willing 
to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God. 

29 
Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say anything against the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, 


for no other god can save in this way." 

34
...Then I praised the Most High; I honored and glorified him who lives forever.

37 
Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, 




because everything he does is right and all his ways are just.


B.
Nebuchadnezzar’s Spiritual Joy

Dan 4:2-3

2 
It is my pleasure to tell you about the miraculous signs and wonders that the Most High God has 
performed for me. 

3 
How great are his signs, how mighty his wonders! His kingdom is an eternal kingdom;


his dominion endures from generation to generation. 

II.
The Sovereign Mercy of God in Affliction

A.
The Dream is Received






4:4-18



1.
A dangerous situation



4:4




I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at home in my palace, contented and prosperous.



2.
A disturbing scenario 





4:5-16



3.
A divine sovereignty





4:17



4.
A desperate supplication




4:18


B.
The Dream is Revealed






4:19-27



1.
Daniel’s dilemma (why the Chaldeans wouldn’t risk it)
4:19

Then Daniel (also called Belteshazzar) was greatly perplexed for a time, and his thoughts terrified him. 

So the king said, "Belteshazzar, do not let the dream or its meaning alarm you."

Belteshazzar answered, "My lord, if only the dream applied to your enemies and its meaning to your adversaries!



2.
Daniel’s description





4:20-26



3.
Daniel’s direction





4:27

Therefore, O king, be pleased to accept my advice: Renounce your sins by doing what is right, 



and your wickedness by being kind to the oppressed. It may be that then your prosperity will continue."

Essentials of Repentance

1.
Recognition of who we are

Luke 18:13
But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, 




but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' 

2 Cor 7:10
Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, 




but worldly sorrow brings death


2.
Recognition of who God is

Rom 2:4
Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, 




not realizing that God's kindness leads you toward repentance ?


3.
Turning from our sin to God

Luke 15:18-20

18

....Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 

19 

I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.' 

20 

So he got up and went to his father.


4.
The grace of God

2 Tim 2:25-26

25 

Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance 


leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 

26 

and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them 


captive to do his will.


C.
The Dream is Required






4:28-33



1.
Pride is expressed







4:28-30

Dan 4:30
"Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, 






by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?"

Manasseh, King of Judah 697-642bc

2 Kings 21:1-6, 9, 16

1 
Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem fifty-five years. His 
mother's name was Hephzibah. 

2 
He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, following the detestable practices of the nations the Lord had driven 
out before the Israelites. 

3 
He rebuilt the high places his father Hezekiah had destroyed; he also erected altars to Baal and made an 
Asherah pole, as Ahab king of Israel had done. He bowed down to all the starry hosts and worshiped them. 

4 
He built altars in the temple of the Lord, of which the Lord had said, "In Jerusalem I will put my Name." 5 
In both courts of the temple of the Lord, he built altars to all the starry hosts. 

6 
He sacrificed his own son in the fire, practiced sorcery and divination, and consulted mediums and 
spiritists. He did much evil in the eyes of the Lord, provoking him to anger. 

 9 
But the people did not listen. Manasseh led them astray, so that they did more evil than the nations the 
Lord had destroyed before the Israelites. 

16 
Moreover, Manasseh also shed so much innocent blood that he filled Jerusalem from end to end — 
besides the sin that he had caused Judah to commit, so that they did evil in the eyes of the Lord.
Herod Agrippa I

Acts 12:21-23

21 
On the appointed day Herod, wearing his royal robes, sat on his throne and delivered a public address to 
the people. 

22 
They shouted, "This is the voice of a god, not of a man." 

23 
.........Herod did not give praise to God, .........

Saul of Tarsus
Acts 9:1-2

1 
Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest, 

2 
and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the 
Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.

Phil 3:4-6

4 
although I myself might have confidence even in the flesh. If anyone else has a mind to put confidence 
in the flesh, I far more: 

5 
circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to 
the Law, a Pharisee; 

6
 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless.

Peter

John 13:4-8

4 
so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 

5 
After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, 


drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 

6 
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" 

7 
Jesus replied, "You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand." 

8 
"No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my feet."

Matt 26:33, 35

33 
Peter replied, "Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will." 

35 
But Peter declared, "Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you." 


And all the other disciples said the same.




a.
Pride is conceived 

Isa 14:12-15

12
 How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn! You have been cast down to the 
earth, you who once laid low the nations! 

13 
You said in your heart, "I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God; 


I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain.  

14 
I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High." 

15 
But you are brought down to the grave, to the depths of the pit. 

Ezek 28:12-17

12
"'You were the model of perfection ,full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. 

13 
You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone adorned you: ruby, topaz and emerald, 
chrysolite, onyx and jasper, sapphire, turquoise and beryl. Your settings and mountings were made of 
gold; on the day you were created they were prepared. 

14 
You were anointed as a guardian cherub, for so I ordained you. You were on the holy mount of God; 
you walked among the fiery stones. 

15 
You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created till wickedness was found in you. 

16 
Through your widespread trade you were filled with violence, and you sinned. So I drove you in 
disgrace from the mount of God, and I expelled you, O guardian cherub, from among the fiery stones. 

17 
Your heart became proud on account of your beauty, and you corrupted your wisdom because of your 
splendor. So I threw you to the earth.




b.
Pride is condemned

Prov 8:13
To fear the Lord is to hate evil; I hate pride and arrogance, evil behavior and perverse speech.

Prov 11:2
When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom.

Prov 16:5
The Lord detests all the proud of heart. Be sure of this: They will not go unpunished.

Prov 21:4
Haughty eyes and a proud heart, the lamp of the wicked, are sin!

Prov 29:23
A man's pride brings him low, but a man of lowly spirit gains honor. 



2.
Pride’s punishment is executed



4:31-32




a.
Nebuchadnezzar’s

Dan 4:33
Immediately the word concerning Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled; and he was driven away from 


mankind and began eating grass like cattle, and his body was drenched with the dew of heaven, 


until his hair had grown like eagles' feathers and his nails like birds' claws. 




b.
Manasseh’s

2 Chron 33:10-13

10 
The Lord spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they paid no attention. 

11 
So the Lord brought against them the army commanders of the king of Assyria, who took Manasseh 
prisoner, put a hook in his nose, bound him with bronze shackles and took him to Babylon. 




c.
Herod Agrippa’s
Acts 12:21-23

21 
On the appointed day Herod, wearing his royal robes, sat on his throne and delivered a public address to 
the people. 

22 
They shouted, "This is the voice of a god, not of a man." 

23 
Immediately, because Herod did not give praise to God, an angel of the Lord struck him down, 

and he was eaten by worms and died.




d.
Paul’s

Acts 9:2-4;  8-9

 3 
And it came about that as he journeyed, he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from 

heaven flashed around him; 

4 
and he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?"

8    
And Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; and leading him 
by the hand, they brought him into Damascus. 

9 
And he was three days without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 




e.
Peter’s

Luke 22:60-62

60 
Peter replied, "Man, I don't know what you're talking about!" Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. 

61 
The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to 
him: "Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times."  

62 
And he went outside and wept bitterly. 

(II.
The Sovereign Mercy of God in Affliction)

Ps 119:67,  71,  75

67 
Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I obey your word. 

71 
It was good for me to be afflicted so that I might learn your decrees. 

75
 I know, O Lord, that your laws are righteous, and in faithfulness you have afflicted me. 

III.
The Sovereign Grace of God in Salvation






4:34-37


A.
The sovereignty of God in salvation




4:34-35



1.
for Nebuchadnezzar

34 
At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was restored. 
Then I praised the Most High; I honored and glorified him who lives forever.


His dominion is an eternal dominion; his kingdom endures from generation to generation. 

35 
All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven


and the peoples of the earth. No one can hold back his hand or say to him: "What have you done?" 



2.
for Manasseh

2 Chron 33:12-13

12 
In his distress he sought the favor of the Lord his God and humbled himself greatly before the God of 
his fathers. 

13 
And when he prayed to him, the Lord was moved by his entreaty and listened to his plea; ......


Then Manasseh knew that the Lord is God.



3.
for Paul

 Tim 1:12-17

12 
I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me faithful, appointing me 
to his service. 

13 
Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I 
acted in ignorance and unbelief. 

14 
The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ 
Jesus. 

15 
Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners — of whom I am the worst. 

16 
But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might 
display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life.



4.
for Us

John 1:13
children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.

Eph 2:8-9

8 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 

9
not by works, so that no one can boast.

2 Tim 1:9


God, 9 
who has saved us and called us to a holy life — not because of anything we have done but because 
of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time,


B.
The sufficiency of God for the saved




4:36



1.
for Nebuchadnezzar

At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and splendor were returned to me for the glory of my kingdom. My advisers and nobles sought me out, and I was restored to my throne and became even greater than before.


2.
for Manasseh

2 Chron 33:13
... the Lord was moved by his entreaty and listened to his plea; so he brought him back to 




Jerusalem and to his kingdom. ...



3.
for Paul

Acts 26:14-18

14 
We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, '


Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.' 

15 
"Then I asked, 'Who are you, Lord?'
"'I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,' the Lord replied. 

16
'Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness 
of what you have seen of me and what I will show you. 

17 
I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them 

18 
to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they 
may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.' 



4.
for Peter

John 21:17-19

17 
The third time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" 


Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know all 
things; you know that I love you."


Jesus said, "Feed my sheep. 



5.
for All who believe; for Us

Joel 2:25-26

25
'I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten — the great locust and the young locust,


the other locusts and the locust swarm— my great army that I sent among you. 

26 
You will have plenty to eat, until you are full, and you will praise the name of the Lord your God,


who has worked wonders for you;








NIV

25 
"So I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten,



NKJV

25
 "Then I will make up to you for the years That the swarming locust has eaten,


NASB


C.
The song to God from the secure




4:37



1.
for Nebuchadnezzar

Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because everything he does is right and all his ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is able to humble.



2.
for Manasseh

2 Chron 33:15-16

15 
He got rid of the foreign gods and removed the image from the temple of the Lord, as well as all the 
altars he had built on the temple hill and in Jerusalem; and he threw them out of the city. 

16 
Then he restored the altar of the Lord and sacrificed fellowship offerings and thank offerings on it, and 
told Judah to serve the Lord, the God of Israel.



3.
for Paul

Rom 11:33-36

33 
Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments,


and his paths beyond tracing out! 

34 
"Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?"  

35 
"Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?"  

36 
For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen. 



4.
for Us

Ps 51:15
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.

Heb 13:15
Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise — 




the fruit of lips that confess his name. 

1 Peter 2:9
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, 


that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

TNBS Study Questions 11                                    preparation for lesson 12

Read Daniel 5

1.
Other than the feast itself, what blatant act of arrogance and pride did Belshazzar commit?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
What do you see in our culture that holds God and ‘sacred things’ up to ridicule and mockery?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
Describe the change in demeanor of the king between verses 1 and 6. Why did the change occur?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.
From verses 7 – 14,  what do you think is Daniel’s involvement in the empire at this point? Explain.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.
What was Daniel’s reputation among the pagans? How can that be developed in our culture?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.
From verses 18 – 21, explain why God did what he did with Nebuchadnezzar. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.
Read Isaiah 42:8;  48:10-11; Psalm 119:67, 71, 75


What were God’s two primary purposes in how in dealt with Nebuchadnezzar?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.
From verses 22 - 23, what made Belshazzar even more guilty than Nebuchadnezzar?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.
Read Daniel 5:24-30;  Luke 10:13-14;  12:47-48


What principle worked against Belshazzar when God executed judgment against him?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.
What does verse 5:27 mean?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11.
Read 2 Corinthians 5:21;  Romans 8:1


Why is Daniel 5:27 a serious threat to unbelievers and a cause for humble thanksgiving for Christians?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

