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Daniel 6:1-28                                               Lesson 13

Daniel in the Lion’s Den

or

Sometimes We Eat the Animals; Sometimes They Eat Us

"For he is the living God and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never end.

He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders in the heavens and on the earth.

He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions."

Dan 6:26-27

A.   
Promotion







6:1-3

1
It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the kingdom, 

2 
with three administrators over them, one of whom was Daniel. The satraps were made accountable to them so that the king might not suffer loss. 

3
Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps by his exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom.

Darius Who?

The Scholar’s debate

1. Daniel is in error

possibly refers to Darius the Great (522-484)


H.H. Rowley

2. Darius is Gubaru (or Ugbaru)

6:28

So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

5:31
So Darius the Mede received the kingdom at about the age of sixty-two.

NASB

5:31       And Darius the Mede received the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old.

NKJV

9:1         In the first year of Darius son of Xerxes (a Mede by descent), 


who was made ruler over the Babylonian kingdom—

NIV

9:1         In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the lineage of the Medes, 


who was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans —

NKJV

9:1         In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of Median descent, 



who was made king over the kingdom of the Chaldeans — 



NASB

Robert Dick Wilson

C.F. Keil and Friedrich Delitzch

William Foxwell Albright

Gleason Archer

3. Darius is Cyrus

6:28
So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and (‘even’ or ‘that is’) the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

J.D. Wiseman

John C. Whitcomb proposes that Ugbaru and Gubaru were distinct. That Ugbaru was the general under Cyrus that masterminded the capture of Babylon. He died within a month of the conquest and the rule was given to Gubaru until Cyrus finished other military business and assumed complete control.

B.
Plot








6:4-9

4 
At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in his conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent. 

5 
Finally these men said, "We will never find any basis for charges against this man Daniel unless it has something to do with the law of his God." 

6 
So the administrators and the satraps went as a group to the king and said: "O King Darius, live forever! 7 
The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and governors have all agreed that the king should 

issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone who prays to any god or man during the next thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be thrown into the lions' den. 

8
Now, O king, issue the decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be altered — in accordance with the laws of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed." 

9 
So King Darius put the decree in writing. 

1. the condition

John 15:18

15
 "If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.

25
But this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: 'They hated me without reason.'

2. the commission

John 17:14-15, 18

14
I have given them your word and the world has hated them, 

for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 

15 
My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 

18
As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.

3. the command

1 Peter 2:12
Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, 

they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.

Lions dens were the execution of choice for the new regime.  Zoroastrianism, the state religion of the Medo-Persians involved the worship of Atar the fire god.

For them to have used a furnace as a means of executing criminals would have been sacrilegious.
C.   
Perseverance







6:10

10 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before. 

1.
What is the objective?

1 Cor 10:31
So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.

2. What did Daniel know?

a. the instructions of Jeremiah

Jer 29:12-13

12 
Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 

13
You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.

b. to pray toward Jerusalem

2 Chron 6:34-35

34 
"When your people go to war against their enemies, wherever you send them, and when they pray to you toward this city you have chosen and the temple I have built for your Name, 

35 
then hear from heaven their prayer and their plea, and uphold their cause.

c. to pray 3 times a day

Ps 55:16-17

16 But I call to God, and the LORD saves me. 

17 Evening, morning and noon I cry out in distress, and he hears my voice.

D.
Prosecution







6:11-15

11 
Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God for help. 

12 
So they went to the king and spoke to him about his royal decree: "Did you not publish a decree that during the next thirty days anyone who prays to any god or man except to you, O king, would be thrown into the lions' den?" 

The king answered, "The decree stands — in accordance with the laws of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed." 

13
Then they said to the king, "Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or to the decree you put in writing. He still prays three times a day."

14 
When the king heard this, he was greatly distressed; he was determined to rescue Daniel and made every effort until sundown to save him. 

15 
Then the men went as a group to the king and said to him, "Remember, O king, that according to the law of the Medes and Persians no decree or edict that the king issues can be changed." 

E.
Penalty








6:16-18

16 
So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions' den. The king said to Daniel, "May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!" 

17 
A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel's situation might not be changed. 

18 
Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night without eating and without any entertainment being brought to him. And he could not sleep.

F.
Preservation







6:19-23Dan 6:19-23

19 
At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions' den. 

20 
When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, "Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?" 

21 
Daniel answered, "O king, live forever! 

22 
My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, O king." 

23 
The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. 

1.
What Daniel knew

Ps 34:7

The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, and he delivers them.

Ps 34:17
The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears them; he delivers them from all their troubles.

Ps 37:39-40

39 
The salvation of the righteous comes from the LORD; he is their stronghold in time of trouble. 

40 
The LORD helps them and delivers them; he delivers them from the wicked and saves them, 

because they take refuge in him.

Ps 50:15 and call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you will honor me."

Ps 91:9-11

9 If you make the Most High your dwelling —  even the LORD, who is my refuge —  

10 then no harm will befall you, no disaster will come near your tent. 

11 For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways.

14 "Because he loves me," says the LORD, "I will rescue him; I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name. 

15 He will call upon me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honor him.

2. What Daniel experienced

Isa 11:6-9

6 
The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the  yearling together; and a little child will lead them. 

7 
The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 

8 
The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, and the young child put his hand into the viper's nest. 

9 
They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

G.
Punishment







6:24

24
At the king's command, the men who had falsely accused Daniel were brought in and thrown into the lions' den, along with their wives and children. And before they reached the floor of the den, the lions overpowered them and crushed all their bones. 

H.
Proclamation







6:25-27

25
 Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations and men of every language throughout the land: 

"May you prosper greatly! 

26 
"I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and reverence the God of Daniel. 

"For he is the living God and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never end. 

27 
He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders in the heavens and on the earth. He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions." 

I.
Prosperity







6:28

28 So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

1. 
God’s people are commissioned to serve Him until He calls them home.

2.
If you live as a Christian, you will never be fully accepted into the world’s culture.

3.
Prayer, study, and obedience are the indispensable keys to a confident, powerful life.
4.
Christians will submit themselves for the Lord's sake to every authority instituted among men: 

whether to the king, as the supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. 

For it is God's will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men. 1 Peter 2:13-15

5.
Christians have a view of suffering that is vastly different from the world’s.

14 
If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 

15 
If you suffer , it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 

16 
However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 

19 
So then, those who suffer according to God's will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good.
1 Peter 4:14-16,  19
TNBS Study Questions 13                                    preparation for lesson 14

Read Jeremiah 29:4-7

Jeremiah saw the Jewish exile to Babylon coming. What admonitions did he give the people to carry out when it happened? ________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Daniel 1:8-15

This is the story of exiles in a foreign country. How can you reconcile Daniel’s decision with Jeremiah’s command?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read 2:12-19

In the chaos of this event, Daniel seems almost indifferent to it all. Why?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Read 3:13-25

This story involves 3 highly intelligent, rational young men. Remembering that beliefs determine ‘world view’ and thinking processes, list 3 things that they knew to be true that influenced their behavior.

1. ________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Daniel 4:4-9; 5:13-17

What do these passage tell you about Daniel, how he is seen by the world and his involvement in it?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read 6:10, 16-23;  Matthew 5:38-48; 26:57-63

How does Daniel defend himself? How did Jesus? What did they know that we need to learn and live out?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read (a) Ephesians  2:12-13, 19;  (b) Philippians 3:17-20;  (c) Hebrews 11:13;  (d) 1 Peter 1:1-2, 17;  2:11-12

(I know there are more references that usual, but with God’s help, the exercise will prove profitable)

For each of these references, state a Biblical principle that applies to God’s people. 

a. ________________________________________________________________________________________

b. ________________________________________________________________________________________

c. ________________________________________________________________________________________

d. ________________________________________________________________________________________

What is the greatest example in all history of an ‘alien’ going to live and serve in a foreign country?

Read Philippians 2:6-8; Luke 2:1-20

How can we, as citizens of another country, live in accordance with the principles and examples we’ve been given? Give specific ways that are congruent with everything above.

1.________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________
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