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Daniel 7:1-28                                               Lesson 15
A Panoramic View of the  “Times of the Gentiles”
With a Glimpse at the 

The Final Ruler of the Final Form of the Final Gentile Kingdom

19 "Then I wanted to know the true meaning of the fourth beast, which was different from all the others and most terrifying, with its iron teeth and bronze claws — the beast that crushed and devoured its victims and trampled underfoot whatever was left. 20 I also wanted to know about the ten horns on its head and about the other horn that came up, before which three of them fell — the horn that looked more imposing than the others and that had eyes and a mouth that spoke boastfully.

Dan 7:19-20
Prophets and prophecy

· Who knows the future?

Isa 42:9
See, the former things have taken place, and new things I declare; before they spring into being



I announce them to you." 

Isa 46:9-10

9 
Remember the former things, those of long ago; I am God, and there is no other; I am God, 

and there is none like me. 

10 
I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come. 


I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please. 
Isaiah 41:21-24

· But who keeps being deceived?
Mic 2:11
If a liar and deceiver comes and says, 'I will prophesy for you plenty of wine and beer,'



he would be just the prophet for this people! 
· Being a false prophet had its downside

Deuteronomy 13:1-5
Deut 18:20-22

20 
But a prophet who presumes to speak in my name anything I have not commanded him to say, 

or a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, must be put to death." 

21 
You may say to yourselves, "How can we know when a message has not been spoken by the Lord?" 
22 
If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the Lord does not take place or come true, that is a message 
the Lord has not spoken. That prophet has spoken presumptuously. Do not be afraid of him.
Kingdom Prophecy Interpretation
Amillennialism


The word millennium is a Latin term meaning one thousand years. It's from the root words [mille], meaning thousand, and [annum], meaning years. In Greek (yes Greek, not Latin), placing the letter "a" before a word negates the word. So a-millennial literally means no millennium. 

However, we should note that Amillennialists do in fact believe there is a millennial reign of Christ, but not on an earthly throne upon this sin cursed earth. They believe that the Messiah has come to reign upon the throne of David in the Kingdom of heaven. So the word Amillennial itself is literally accurate as it is understood to mean, "no millennial reign on an earthly or worldly throne." Use of this word in any sense other than a "no future earthly kingdom reign," would be a misnomer. 

This view of eschatology maintains that the present reign of Christ (Revelation 20:4), began with His ascension to the throne of God, and that this is what the apostle Peter was speaking about in Acts 2:30-32. Christ instituted His kingdom reign by His death, resurrection, and ascension to the throne of David, and it will be fully realized and manifested at His second coming. 

Amillennialism does not support the idea that the Kingdom of Christ is an intangible, but that it is incontrovertibly real, effectual, substantive, factual, essential, and of a spiritual rather than worldly (earthly) or carnal nature. They believe that the Kingdom of Christ is now being both extended and advanced through the preaching of the gospel by the servants of their King, Christ. 

Premillennialism


By contrast, the term Premillennialist identifies Christians who believe that the thousand year reign spoken of in Revelation chapter 20 is earthly in nature. It is where Christ literally returns to earth as potentate to rule. Pre-millennial literally means before millennium, or before the thousand years. This doctrine teaches that sometime in the future Christ will return to this earth and begin a literal one thousand-year reign upon a literal throne in the Middle East. He will reign and govern from Jerusalem, and peace will rule on earth from the nation of Israel. Generally, Premillennialists believe in two separate and unequal salvation programs. A national or racial (rather than individual) salvation plan for the Jewish people, and another plan for everyone else (any non-Jew or Gentile). They hold that future redeemed Israel will be the center of government and the spreading of the gospel to the nations of the world. In this, they generally reject the contention that Christ has already come to redeem and deliver Israel, and that He is now the center of rule and Government. 

There are different forms of premillennialism (Dispensationalism, Historical, etc.), but in general, they do not believe that many Old Testament scriptures which were fulfilled, are "completely" fulfilled. They take the position that fulfillment in Israel (if any) is incomplete, and the pertinent scriptures dealing with this have yet a further future literal fulfillment. e.g., some premillennialists look for Elijah to literally come back to prepare the way for Christ's rule, because they don't believe that John the Baptist "completely" fulfilled that prophesy. 

Postmillennialism


A view that is increasing in popularity within some Reformed circles recently, is Postmillennialism. This is the view that the millennium will produce a future golden age of the Church that will precede the second advent of Christ. They (as do the Amillennialists) offer up the scriptures that declare that Christ is ruling in His kingdom now, and that the kingdom of God is now being extended through servants of that kingdom preaching the gospel. But they differ from the Amillennial view in that they believe that at the end of this kingdom age, there will be an age of righteousness and worldwide turning to Christ. 
The word "post," means after, and thus postmillennial identifies those who believe in the return of Christ after this future golden age or period. The belief is usually that this golden age of the Church will feature the exercise Christ's power and authority in this world whereby it's rulers are hindered in their wickedness. The influence of Christianity will excel and spread until a future time when most of the world will be in obedience to God's laws. They expect that after they have created this just, God-fearing society, Christ will then return, and the judgment and resurrection occur. 

Praeterist


The Praeterist (or Preterist) view means it's past fulfillment. Praeterit is Latin and means Pre (before) in fulfillment. i.e., [L. praeteritus, gone by]. It is expressing time fulfilled. Praeterists believe that most or all of Bible Prophecy has already been fulfilled in Christ, and the on-going expansion of His Kingdom. They hang this belief of Past-fulfillment on many different verses, including the witness that Jesus and his apostles said that his coming (or presence) and the end of all things, would occur soon (in that generation). 

Full Praeterists spiritualize Matthew 24 as having already taken place in the past, and believe that Christ actually returned in 70 AD fulfilling the prophesy of the second advent. 

Tony Warren

I.
Introduction


A.
Daniel in 2 Parts


B.
The Four Visions/ Prophecies of Daniel



1.
555/553BC
Daniel 7
1st year of Belshazzar


2.
552/551BC
Daniel 8
3rd year of Belshazzar



3.
538BC

Daniel 9
1st year of Darius the Mede



4.
536BC

Daniel 10-12
3rd year of Cyrus


C.
The Reason for 2 versions (chapters 2 and 7) of the same events
II.
The Coming of the Ruler of the Final Kingdom

A.
Context of the vision



1.
When he dreamed




7:1



2.
What he dreamed




7:2-3




a.
the great sea





1.
the 4 Biblical seas





2.
the sea of humanity

(Palestine is the geographic center of  the 









prophetic earth.  All points of a Biblical 



b.
the 4 winds



compass are given in reference to Palestine)




1.
who are they?

Rev 7:1-4

1 
After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the 
earth to prevent any wind from blowing on the land or on the sea or on any tree. 
2 
Then I saw another angel coming up from the east, having the seal of the living God. He called out in a 
loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm the land and the sea: 
3        "Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God." 
4 
Then I heard the number of those who were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel. 

Rev 9:14-15

14 
It said to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, 






"Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates." 
15 
And the four angels who had been kept ready for this very hour and day and month and year were 
released to kill a third of mankind.
Eph 6:12
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 

         against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.





2.
how long will they strive?

Luke 21:24
They will fall by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations. 




Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

B.
Content of the vision






7:4-14


1.
The first three gentile empires


7:4-6



a.
Babylon
612 – 539BC

like a lion – with wings



b.
Medo-Persia
539 – 331BC

like a bear – raised up on one side




1.
ponderous and brutal – wasteful of human life





2.
Darius attacked Sythia with 750,000





3.
Cyrus attacked Greece with 2,500,000




4.
3 ribs – Babylon,  Lydia,  Egypt



c.
Greece

331 – 63BC

like a leopard – with 4 wings




1.
Where Alexander’s success (with an army of 35000) originated





Dan 7:6
and it was given authority to rule.
NIV






Dan 7:6
and dominion was given to it.

KJV, NKJV, NASB





2.
The 4 heads






a.
Cassander 
– Macedon and Greece






b.
Lysimachus
 – Asia Minor and Thrace






c.
Seleucus 
– Syria and Upper Asia and Babylon






d.
Ptolemy 
– Palestine and Egypt and Arabia



2.
The final gentile empire
7:7-8

like nothing ever seen before



a.
Rome
266BC (conquest of the peninsula) (241 Sicily)






407AD left Britain; 410AD Rome is sacked; 1453AD last ruler killed



b.
The parallel – Revelation 13:1-10



3.
The future messianic empire 



7:9-14



a.
the coronation



7:9-10

Revelation 4 - 5



b.
the conquered



7:11-12



c.
the conqueror



7:13-14





1.
The title of the one to come - “The Son of Man” (1st scriptural reference)

Matt 26:63-64


The high priest said to him, "I charge you under oath by the living God: 





Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God." 

64 
"Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied. "But I say to all of you: In the future you will see the Son of Man 
sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven." 




2.
The context of His coming – with clouds

Ex 13:21
By day the Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night 


in a pillar of fire to give them light,

Matt 17:5
While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from the cloud said, 


"This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!"
Acts 1:9, 11

9 
After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.

11
This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you 


have seen him go into heaven."
1 Thess 4:17
After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds 


to meet the Lord in the air.

Rev 1:7
Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him,




3.
The character of His kingdom






a.
authority






b.
glory






c.
sovereign power





4.
The extent of His kingdom – all peoples, nations, and languages





5.
The duration of His kingdom – everlasting





6.
The security of His kingdom – never to be destroyed













Psalm 2;  Isaiah 11


C.
Conversation about the vision





7:15-27



1.
The inquiry





7:15-16



2. 
The interpretation




7:17-27




a.
the described five kingdoms


7:17-18





1.
the four gentile kingdoms






a.
As concise a summary as you can get
  (17)






b.
The most important point from a heavenly perspective (18)





2.
the final glorious kingdom



b.
The disturbing fourth kingdom
 
7:19-26





1.
its reign

7:19-24a






a.
It will appear on the earth  23a (spiritual kingdoms don’t appear)







b.
It will rule over the whole earth

Which the first Roman Empire never did. Rome never conquered the Scots, Parthians, the Germanic tribes, teh Sythians, Armenians, et al., and never crossed the Caucasus mountains.





c.
It will be ruled by 10 kings simultaneously

The European Common Market (The EEC-European Economic Community; The EU–European Union)

    The Treaty of Rome    March 25, 1957       (France, Belgium, West Germany, Luxemburg, Italy, Netherlands)






1969
(Great Britain, Denmark, Ireland)






1979
1st EEC elections
410 members of a European parliament










preferred trade status for EEC members










the beginning of a European monetary system




       January 1, 1981
Greece addition made 10 members






2007
Current membership, 27, with a half dozen applications pending




2.
its ruler

7:24b-26






a.
he will rise out of the 10 simultaneous rulers





b.
he will subdue 3 of those rulers to consolidate his power






c.
he will speak blasphemously against God






d.
he will persecute and prevail over the saints






e.
he will attempt to change natural and moral laws





f. 
he will be given free reign for 3 1/2 years












2 Thessalonians 2:1-12




c. The divine fifth kingdom



7:27











Zechariah 12 – 14;  Revelation 20


D.
Consternation of the prophet





7:28
The European Common Market (The EEC-European Economic Community; The EU–European Union)

A supranational and intergovernmental union of 27 democratic member states of Europe and their respective overseas departments (esp. France, Spain, Portugal and United Kingdom). The European Union was established under that name in 1992 by the Treaty on European Union (the Maastricht Treaty). Many aspects of the Union existed before 1992 through a series of predecessor relationships, dating back to 1951.[11]
The European Union is the largest political and economic entity on the European continent, with around 500 million people and an estimated GDP of 13.4 trillion US$. The Union has a single market consisting of a customs union, a single currency called the euro - adopted by 13 member states so far and managed by the European Central Bank, a Common Agricultural Policy, a common trade policy,.[12] and a Common Fisheries Policy.[13] The Schengen Agreement abolished passport control for some member states, and customs checks have been abolished at many of the EU's internal borders, creating, to some extent, a single area of free movement for EU citizens to live, travel, work and invest.[14] A Common Foreign and Security Policy was established as the second of the three pillars of the European Union.

The EU's activities cover most areas of public policy, from economic policy to foreign affairs, defence, agriculture and trade. The extent of its powers differs greatly among areas: in some, the EU resembles a federation, e.g. on monetary affairs, agricultural, trade and environmental policy, economic and social policy, in others a confederation, e.g. on home affairs, and in others an international organisation, e.g. in foreign affairs.

The most important of EU institutions include the Council of the European Union, the European Commission, the European Court of Justice, the European Council, the European Central Bank and the European Parliament - the Parliament's members are elected by EU citizens every five years

TNBS Study Questions 15                                    preparation for lesson 16
Read the book of Revelation  (YES YOU CAN !!!)
Having completed the book, what impressions do you have of:

Jesus _____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Antichrist _________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The wickedness of mankind ___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What it means to be Christian _________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Read 1 Timothy 4:1-2;  2 Timothy 3:1-5

How does Paul view the developing moral condition of people as history progresses?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How does this shed light on Daniel’s vision of Daniel 7?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12

From the text,  give Paul’s sequence of events that lead up to the “coming of our Lord Jesus Christ”.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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