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Daniel 8: 1-27                                           Lesson 18
A Ram, A Goat, and the Other “Little Horn”
Dan 8:17, 19
17 
As he came near the place where I was standing, I was terrified and fell prostrate. 

"Son of man," he said to me, "understand that the vision concerns the time of the end." 

19 
He said: "I am going to tell you what will happen later in the time of wrath, 

because the vision concerns the appointed time of the end. 

Review
The coming kingdom of Christ

Dan 7:13-14

13 
"In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with 
the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. 
14 
He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every 
language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, 
and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. 
Although it has been fondly projected and enthusiastically supported that the church is the fifth kingdom, that the coming of the Son of man is His first coming to the earth, and that the church is responsible for the decline of the Roman Empire nothing is stranger to church history than this interpretation.  It is questionable whether the Roman Empire had any serious opposition from the Christian church or that the growing power of the church contributed in a major way to its downfall.  Edward Gibbon in his classic work on the Roman Empire enumerates “four principal causes of the ruin of Rome, which continued to operate in a period of more than a thousand years:

I.   The injuries of time and nature.  

II.   The hostile attacks of the barbarians and Christians. 

III.   The use and abuse of the materials. 

IV.   The domestic quarrels of the Romans.”  

While undoubtedly the presence of the church in growing power in the declining Roman Empire was a factor in its history, and Gibbon includes, “the rise, establishment, and sects of Christianity” in a detailed list of factors contributing to the decline and fall of the Roman Empire, it is quite clear to everyone that the church was not the major factor and in no ways can be identified as a sudden and catastrophic cause for the fall of the Roman Empire.  Although the church dominated Europe during the Middle Ages, its power began to be disrupted by the Protestant Reformation at the very time that the Roman Empire was gasping its last in the fifteenth century.  Although the power and influence of the Roman Catholic church is recognized by everyone, it does not fulfill the prophecy of Daniel 7:23, that the fourth kingdom “shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break it to pieces.”  This would require figurative interpretation of prophecy far beyond any correspondence to the facts of either prophecy or history.









John Walvoord

Romans 8:18-21

“When God created Adam and placed him in the garden, 

He said, “Let them have dominion” (Gen. 1:26, 28). 

When Adam fell, that dominion fell into the hands of Satan. The Lord Jesus came as man to reclaim man’s lost estates and to wrest them back from the evil one. Redemption is incomplete without a millennial reign on earth when Jesus, as man, will sit on the throne of the world and reign.”














John Phillips

Prophecy, when One Fulfillment Foreshadows Another
Ezekiel 28:1-19

Why does the sequence of historical kingdoms in this vision extend no farther than the Roman whereas we know that many developments came after the Roman Empire and have continued to come before the judgment?  We can venture only opinions under this head, opinions that we believe are reasonable and conform with the situation as it is outlined.  One suggestion to be borne in mind is the fact that the prophets, barring the conclusion of chapter 9 in Daniel, never see the interval of time lying between the first and second coming of Christ.  In the matter of history, therefore, Daniel does not see beyond Christ’s days in the flesh and perhaps the persecution as it came upon the early church.










                 Herbert Leupold, 1949
I.
The Setting for Daniel’s second vision





8:1-2

1 
In the third year of King Belshazzar's reign, I, Daniel, had a vision, after the one that had already 
appeared to me. 
2 
In my vision I saw myself in the citadel of Susa in the province of Elam; in the vision I was beside the 
Ulai Canal.

A.
The Language


Hebrew – Aramaic - Hebrew

B.
The When


551bc
(Ch 7 = 553bc;  Ch 5 = 539bc)

C.
The Where


Susa
(see map)
II.
Daniel’s vision of severe Jewish persecution





8:3-12

A.
The powerful ram
(The symbol of Persia)

8:3-4
3 
I looked up, and there before me was a ram with two horns, standing beside the canal, and the horns 
were long. One of the horns was longer than the other but grew up later. 
4 
I watched the ram as he charged toward the west and the north and the south. No animal could stand 
against him, and none could rescue from his power. He did as he pleased and became great.  (SEE vs 20)

B.
The fastest, meanest, strongest goat ever


8:5-8

5 
As I was thinking about this, suddenly a goat with a prominent horn between his eyes came from the 
west, crossing the whole earth without touching the ground. 
6 
He came toward the two-horned ram I had seen standing beside the canal and charged at him in great 
rage.
 7 
I saw him attack the ram furiously, striking the ram and shattering his two horns. The ram was powerless 
to stand against him; the goat knocked him to the ground and trampled on him, and none could rescue 
the ram from his power.
8 
The goat became very great, but at the height of his power his large horn was broken off, and in its place 
four prominent horns grew up toward the four winds of heaven.  (SEE vs 21)

C.
The “little horn” the grew




8:9-12

9 
Out of one of them came another horn, which started small but grew in power to the south and to the 
east and toward the Beautiful Land. 


1.
His attack on the ‘saints’

10 
It grew until it reached the host of the heavens, and it threw some of the starry host down to the earth 
and trampled on them. 


2.
His attack on the sanctuary

11 
It set itself up to be as great as the Prince of the host; it took away the daily sacrifice from him, and the 
place of his sanctuary was brought low. 
12a 
Because of rebellion, the host [of the saints] and the daily sacrifice were given over to it. 


3.
His attack on the scriptures

12b
It prospered in everything it did, and truth was thrown to the ground.
1 MACCABEES  1:41 - 50

41 Then the king wrote to his whole kingdom that all should be one people, 

42 and that each should give up his customs. 

43 All the Gentiles accepted the command of the king. Many even from Israel gladly adopted his religion; they 
sacrificed to idols and profaned the sabbath. 

44 And the king sent letters by messengers to Jerusalem and the cities of Judah; he directed them to follow 
customs strange to the land, 

45 to forbid burnt offerings and sacrifices and drink offerings in the sanctuary, to profane sabbaths and feasts, 46 to defile the sanctuary and the priests, 

47 to build altars and sacred precincts and shrines for idols, to sacrifice swine and unclean animals, 

48 and to leave their sons uncircumcised. They were to make themselves abominable by everything unclean and 
profane, 

49 so that they should forget the law and change all the ordinances. 

50 "And whoever does not obey the command of the king shall die."

RSV Apocrypha

III.
The duration of the Greek persecution of the Jews




8:13-14

13 
Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to him, "How long will it take for the vision 
to be fulfilled — the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, the rebellion that causes desolation, and the 
surrender of the sanctuary and of the host that will be trampled underfoot?" 

14 
He said to me, "It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the sanctuary will be reconsecrated." 

171bc
Onias III, legitimate high priest is murdered, Menelaus bribed Antiochus to appoint him high 


priest, and a pseudo line of priests assume power


164bc  Antiochus IV Epiphanes dies, the sanctuary is purged and returned to Jewish worship
IV.
The vision interpreted








8:15-26


A.
Command to an angelic interpreter



8:15-19

15 
While I, Daniel, was watching the vision and trying to understand it, there before me stood one who 
looked like a man. 
16 
And I heard a man's voice from the Ulai calling, "Gabriel, tell this man the meaning of the vision." 

17 
As he came near the place where I was standing, I was terrified and fell prostrate. "Son of man," he said 
to me, "understand that the vision concerns the time of the end." 

18 
While he was speaking to me, I was in a deep sleep, with my face to the ground. Then he touched me 
and raised me to my feet. 
19 
He said: "I am going to tell you what will happen later in the time of wrath, because the vision concerns 
the appointed time of the end. 
Although a great deal of variation is found in details of interpretation, four major views emerge:

1 – the historical view that all of Daniel 8 has been fulfilled; 

2 – the futuristic view, the idea that it is entirely future; 

3 – the view based on the principle of dual fulfillment of prophecy, 
that Daniel 8 is intentionally a 
prophetic reference both to Antiochus Epiphanes, now fulfilled, and to the end of the age 
and the final world ruler who persecutes Israel before the second advent; 

4 – the view that the passage is prophecy, historically fulfilled but intentionally typical of similar 
events and personages at the end of the age.

B.
The coming of the ultimate horn  
20 
The two-horned ram that you saw represents the kings of Media and Persia. 
21 
The shaggy goat is the king of Greece, and the large horn between his eyes is the first king. 
22 
The four horns that replaced the one that was broken off represent four kingdoms that will emerge from 
his nation but will not have the same power. 

23 
"In the latter part of their reign, when rebels have become completely wicked, a stern-faced king, a 
master of intrigue, will arise. 
23 
And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors are come to the full, a king of fierce 
countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall stand up
.KJV

24 
He will become very strong, but not by his own power. He will cause astounding devastation and will 
succeed in whatever he does. He will destroy the mighty men and the holy people. 
25 
He will cause deceit to prosper, and he will consider himself superior. When they feel secure, he will 
destroy many and take his stand against the Prince of princes. Yet he will be destroyed, but not by 
human power. 

26 
"The vision of the evenings and mornings that has been given you is true, but seal up the vision, for it 
concerns the distant future."


23
He is to appear in the latter times of Jewish history


23
He is extremely intelligent and persuasive


24 
Through alliance with other nations, he achieves worldwide influence


24
He is characterized by Satanic control



24,25
He is a great adversary against Israel and the Prince of princes



25 
A peace program helps his rise to power



25
A direct judgment from God terminates his rule
V.
Epilogue









8:27

27 
I, Daniel, was exhausted and lay ill for several days. Then I got up and went about the king's business. I 
was appalled by the vision; it was beyond understanding. 
Think About It

Dan 5:13-17, 30

13 So Daniel was brought before the king, .......; 

16 ....If you can read this writing and tell me what it means, you will be clothed in purple and have a gold chain 
placed around your neck, and you will be made the third highest ruler in the kingdom." 

17 Then Daniel answered the king, "You may keep your gifts for yourself and give your rewards to someone else. 
30 That very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was slain, 

31 and Darius the Mede took over the kingdom,

2 Peter 3:10-12

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.  

11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 
12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming.

Ps 73

3 For I envied the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 

12 This is what the wicked are like —  always carefree, they increase in wealth. 

13 Surely in vain have I kept my heart pure; in vain have I washed my hands in innocence. 

14 All day long I have been plagued; I have been punished every morning. 

16 When I tried to understand all this, it was oppressive to me 

17 till I entered the sanctuary of God; then I understood their final destiny. 

25 Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has nothing I desire besides you. 

26 My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. 

27 Those who are far from you will perish; you destroy all who are unfaithful to you. 

28 But as for me, it is good to be near God. I have made the Sovereign Lord my refuge; I will tell of all your deeds.
“In many respects, modern civilization is much like ancient Babylon, resplendent with its monuments of architectural triumph, as secure as human hands and ingenuity could make it, and yet defenseless against the judgment of God at the proper hour. 

Contemporary civilization … has much to foster human pride but little to provide human security.”













John Walvoord
TNBS Study Questions                                      Preparation for week 19
Read Jeremiah 25:1-14; 29:10-14;  2 Chronicles 36:15-22; Daniel 9:1-3
What did Daniel discover and conclude as he was reading the scriptures?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What was his immediate response?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Was his response necessary?  
Read Ezekiel 36:33-38 (esp vs 37) and Jeremiah 29:12 from at least 2 or 3 versions before you answer.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why does God do what He does?

Read Isaiah 43:6-7, 25; Ephesians 1:4-6

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Daniel 9:4-19

List the elements of prayer you find in each of the passages

9:4 ______________________________________________________________________________________

9:5-7 _____________________________________________________________________________________

9:8-14  ___________________________________________________________________________________

9:15-16 ___________________________________________________________________________________

9:17-19 ___________________________________________________________________________________

Who is the primary subject of verse 4 ___________________________________________________________

Who is/are the primary subject(s) of 5-14 ________________________________________________________

How many times in 15-19 do you count the word you or your or some derivative thereof? _________________

What is the most important lesson the Spirit has taught you about prayer from Daniel 9:4-19?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

When did you last pray for something and then later were relieved that God didn’t answer the way you asked?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is the primary purpose of prayer? __________________________________________________________

