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Exploring the Truth
Equipping the Saints
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Daniel 9:1-19                                           Lesson 19
Daniel’s Powerful Prayer
The best praying man is the man who is most believingly familiar with the promises of God.  
After all, prayer is nothing but taking God’s promises to Him and saying, “Do as You have said.”  Prayer is the promise utilized.  Prayer not based on a promise has no true foundation.  If I go to the bank without a check, I need not expect to receive money.  It is the “order to pay” that is my power inside the bank and my warrant for expecting to receive.













Charles Spurgeon
I.
Introduction - 
Prayer

A.
The Motivation -  


1.
Crises

10 
Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs 
room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his 
knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before. 
11 
Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God for help. 













Dan 6:10-11


2.
Communion

Ps 42:1-2

1
As the deer pants for streams of water,  so my soul pants for you, O God. 

2 
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. .....
Ps 73:25-26

25 
Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has nothing I desire besides you. 

26 
My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.

B.
The Necessity – 



1.
Because it’s Commanded

1 Chron 16:11  Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always. 

Matt 7:7         Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find, knock and the door will be opened to you.

Matt 26:41   Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak.
Luke 18:1      Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.
John 16:24
Until now you have not asked for anything in my name.



Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete. 

Eph 6:18
And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. 




With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.

1 Thess 5:17
pray continually;

James 5:13
Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise. 


2.
Because our Sovereign God Uses Prayer
Ezek 36:37

37 
"This is what the Sovereign Lord says: 


Once again I will yield to the plea of the house of Israel and do this for them
37
'Thus says the Lord God: "I will also let the house of Israel inquire of Me to do this for them
NKJV

37
'Thus says the Lord God, "This also I will let the house of Israel ask Me to do for them

NASB

“The faithful do not so acquiesce in the promises of God as to grow torpid, and become idle and slothful through the certainty of their persuasion that God will perform his promises, but are rather stimulated to prayer.  For the true proof of faith is the assurance when we pray that God will really perform what he has promised us....Nothing....can be better for us than to ask for what he has promised.”













John Calvin

II.
Elements of a Model Prayer


A.
Its Foundation is in the ______________________________________________
Dan 9:2-3

2
.....I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures, according to the word of the Lord given to Jeremiah the 
prophet, .........
3 
So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, .....

Ps 119:24,  99-100
24 
Your statutes are my delight; they are my counselors.

99 
I have more insight than all my teachers, for I meditate on your statutes. 

100 
I have more understanding than the elders, for I obey your precepts.

B.
Its Confidence is in the ________________________________________________
Dan 9:2-3

2
..I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures, according to the word of the Lord given to Jeremiah the 
prophet, that the desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy years. 

3 
So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, .....

Isaiah 44:26;  45:1-4

Rom 8:26-28

26 
In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the 
Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. 
27 
And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
in accordance with God's will. 

28 
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called 
according to his purpose.

We do not show our spirituality when we abstain from prayer—“letting God do what God will do”--so much as reveal our carnality.  The greatest women and men of God have been prayer warriors.












James Montgomery Boice

C.
Its intensity is in a ___________________________________________________
Dan 9:3
So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, 




So I earnestly pleaded with the Lord God

(TLB)


D.
Its approach is in ____________________________________________________

Dan 9:3
So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in fasting, 



and in sackcloth and ashes. 

Gen 18:27
Then Abraham spoke up again: 


"Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, though I am nothing but dust and ashes,
Luke 9:23
Then he said to them all: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his 


cross daily and follow me.

Dan 9:4
I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed:
Luke 18:9
To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, 


Jesus told this parable:

E.
Its Identity is with ________________________________________________

See the personal pronouns of verses 5 – 10
1 Sam 12:23
As for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord by failing to pray for you. 



And I will teach you the way that is good and right.
Matt 6:9
This, then, is how you should pray: "'Our Father in heaven, ...

Gal 6:10
Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to 

the family of believers.


F.
Its power is in _________________________________________________________
Dan 9:4-6
4 
I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed:

5 
we have sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked and have rebelled; we have turned away from 
your commands and laws. 
6 
We have not listened to your servants the prophets,
Heb 4:16
Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find 

grace to help us in our time of need .

E.
Its trust is in the ________________________________________________________
Dan 9:4
O Lord, the great

Dan 9:4
O Lord, the great and awesome

Dan 9:4
O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant
Dan 9:4
O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love

Dan 9:7
Lord, you are righteous,
Dan 9:9
The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving,


F.
Its consummation is in the _______________________________________________

Dan 9:15-19

15 
"Now, O Lord our God, who brought your people out of Egypt with a mighty hand and who made for 
yourself a name that endures to this day, we have sinned, we have done wrong. 
16 
O Lord, in keeping with all your righteous acts, turn away your anger and your wrath from Jerusalem, 
your city, your holy hill. Our sins and the iniquities of our fathers have made Jerusalem and your people 
an object of scorn to all those around us. 

17 
"Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant. For your sake, O Lord, look with favor 
on your desolate sanctuary. 
18 
Give ear, O God, and hear; open your eyes and see the desolation of the city that bears your Name. 

We do not make requests of you because we are righteous, but because of your great mercy. 
19 
O Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, hear and act! For your sake, O my God, do not delay, because 
your city and your people bear your Name." 

TNBS Study Questions 19                                         Preparation for week 20
Read Daniel 9 with special attention this week to verses 20 – 27. This chapter is certainly the most important prophetic chapter in the Old Testament and perhaps in all of scripture. It is the key that unlocks interpretations of many other sections. It is difficult (not impossible) and requires prayerful consideration in light of the other prophecies we have already referenced in our study. 

Don’t be intimidated by the decades theologians have spent pouring over these verses and coming up with diametrically divergent interpretations. You’ll get it.
It seems there may be multiple periods in Daniels 70 weeks. Label each period that you see and tell what events characterize each.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What part of Israel’s history is covered by the 70 weeks?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Zechariah 14:1-4;  Revelation 19:11,  19-21

Who dominates the final “week” and what is his destiny?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How would you respond to one who asserts that the world will get better and better as man, through proper government and technological advancement, addresses and works to solve the world’s problems?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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