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Daniel 10 - 12                                           Lesson 23
The Fourth and Final Vision
Part 1

Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.
1 Peter 5:8-9
I.
Introduction to the Fourth Vision






10:1-21

A.
Setting of the vision






10:1

In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a message was revealed to Daniel, who was named Belteshazzar; and the message was true and one of great conflict, but he understood the message and had an understanding of the vision.

NASB


1.
536BC






no conflict with Daniel 1:21


2.
2 Years have passed since the revelation of the “Seventy Weeks”



3.
The first repatriate Jews have returned to Judah under Zerubbabel (Ezra 3)


4.
“one of great conflict”



NASB




“the time appointed was long”


KJV; NKJV




“it concerned a great war”



NIV




“y el conflicto grande”



RVR 
There is considerable variety in the translation and interpretation of this passage.

This variety of interpretation arises from the word rendered in our version (KJV) "the time appointed" - tsaabaa'. This word properly means an army, host, as going forth to war; then the host of angels, of the stars, and hence, God is so often called "Jehovah of hosts." Then the word means warfare, military service, a hard service, a season of affliction or calamity.

It was not a thing to be soon accomplished, nor did it pertain to peaceful and easy times, but it had reference to the calamities, the evils, and the hardships of wars - wars attended with the evils to which they are usually incident, and which were to be conducted on a great scale.







                 (from Barnes' Notes,  Copyright © 1997, 2003, 2005)


B.
Preparation for the fourth vision





10:2-3

2 
At that time I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks. 


3 
I ate no choice food; no meat or wine touched my lips; 








and I used no lotions at all until the three weeks were over.


1.
Lit.  “... for three weeks of days.”



2.
Causes for the grief


Ezra 4:1-5,  24

Ezra 4:24
Thus the work on the house of God in Jerusalem came to a standstill until the second 



year of the reign of Darius king of Persia.

C.
Daniel’s vision of the Lord





10:4-6
4 
On the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I was standing on the bank of the great river, the Tigris, 

5 
I looked up and there before me was a man dressed in linen, with a belt of the finest gold around his waist. 

6 
His body was like chrysolite, his face like lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like 


the gleam of burnished bronze, and his voice like the sound of a multitude.



1.
Why Daniel did not return to Judah


2.
Comparison of descriptions
Ezek 1:26-28

26 
Above the expanse over their heads was what looked like a throne of sapphire, and high above on the throne was 
a figure like that of a man. 
27 
I saw that from what appeared to be his waist up he looked like glowing metal, as if full of fire, and that from 
there down he looked like fire; and brilliant light surrounded him. 
28 
Like the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the radiance around him.


This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. When I saw it, I fell facedown, and I heard the 
voice of one speaking.
Rev 1:13-16

13 
and among the lampstands was someone "like a son of man," dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with 
a golden sash around his chest. 
14 
His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 
15 
His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 
16 
In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. 



His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance


D.
Daniel’s reaction to the vision





10:7-9
7 
I, Daniel, was the only one who saw the vision; the men with me did not see it, but such terror overwhelmed them 
that they fled and hid themselves. 

8 
So I was left alone, gazing at this great vision; I had no strength left, my face turned deathly pale and I was helpless. 

9    
Then I heard him speaking, and as I listened to him, I fell into a deep sleep, my face to the ground. .


1.
The men with him

Compare:
Acts 9:3-4


3 
As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

4 
He fell to the ground and heard a voice ...

7 
The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone.


2.
Comparison of reactions




Ezekiel 1:28b 
....the glory of the Lord. When I saw it, I fell facedown ...



Rev 1:17

When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead.

E.
The first of three strength restorations by an angel


10:10-11

10 
A hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees. 

11 
He said, "Daniel, you who are highly esteemed, consider carefully the words I am about to speak to you, and 
stand up, for I have now been sent to you." And when he said this to me, I stood up trembling.
Angels

Missionaries experience their presence frequently


The Bible indicates they are unseen but everywhere
2 Kings 6:15-17

15 
When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an army with horses and chariots   
had surrounded the city. "Oh, my lord, what shall we do?" the servant asked. 

16
"Don't be afraid," the prophet answered. "Those who are with us are more than those who are with them." 

17 
And Elisha prayed, "O Lord, open his eyes so he may see." Then the Lord opened the servant's eyes, and he 
looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.

Origin – How?
Col 1:16
For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 




whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him.
Neh 9:6

"Thou alone art the Lord. Thou hast made the heavens, The heaven of heavens with all their host, 


The earth and all that is on it, The seas and all that is in them. Thou dost give life to all of them 


And the heavenly host bows down before Thee. 
Ps 148:1-5

1
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; Praise Him in the heights! 

2 
Praise Him, all His angels; Praise Him, all His hosts! 

3 
Praise Him, sun and moon; Praise Him, all stars of light! 

4 
Praise Him, highest heavens, And the waters that are above the heavens! 

5 
Let them praise the name of the Lord, For He commanded and they were created. 


Origin – When?

Job 38:4-7

4 
"Where were you when I laid the earth's foundation? Tell me, if you understand. 

5 
Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! Who stretched a measuring line across it? 

6 
On what were its footings set, or who laid its cornerstone— 

7 
while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy? 


How many are there?

Luke 2:13
And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, ... 
Matt 26:53
"Or do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than 


twelve legions of angels? 
Rev 5:11
Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, 



and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands,

Heb 12:22
But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, 



to an innumerable company of angels,


What are they like?

They exhibit:

Intelligence

Ezek 28:12
"You had the seal of perfection, Full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. 

Matt 28:5
The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, 



who was crucified.
Emotion

Job 38:7
...while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy? 
Luke 15:10
In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over 


one sinner who repents." 

Will

Heb 1:6
And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says,


"Let all God's angels worship him."
Isa 14:13
You said in your heart, "I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne 




above the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, 




on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain.
Temporary Superiority
Heb 2:9

But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels,
1 Cor 6:3
Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more the things of this life!

Rom 8:17
Now if we are children, then we are heirs — heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, ...

Angels are individual, supernatural persons with intelligence and power far beyond us.

However, they are not:





omnipotent





omniscient

1 Peter 1:12
It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that 


have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from 


heaven. Even angels long to look into these things.




omnipresent

Travel through space and dimensions is necessary.  Daniel 10

What do they do?
Worship God 

Act as messengers

Oversee governments

Observe us constantly

1 Cor 4:9-10

9 
For it seems to me that God has put us apostles on display at the end of the procession, like men condemned to die 
in the arena. We have been made a spectacle to the whole universe, to angels as well as to men. 
10 
We are fools for Christ ....
Eph 3:10-11

10 
His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly realms, 
11 
according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.
1 Cor 11:3, 10
3 
Now I want you to realize that the head of every man is Christ, and the head of the woman is man, 

and the head of Christ is God.
10 
For this reason, and because of the angels, the woman ought to have a sign of authority on her head.

1 Tim 5:21
I charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels, to keep these instructions without 


partiality, and to do nothing out of favoritism.
Matt 16:24-27

24 
Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me. 
25 
For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. 
26 
What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in 
exchange for his soul? 
27 
For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person 
according to what he has done.

Minister to us       
Heb 1:14
Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation? 

How do we respond to them?
Luke 1:29-30


29 
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 

30 
But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary ...
Luke 1:12
When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 
Luke 2:9       An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.

Matt 28:4
The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.
E.
The first of three strength restorations by an angel



10:10-11
10 
A hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees. 

11 
He said, "Daniel, you who are highly esteemed, consider carefully the words I am about to speak to you, and 
stand up, for I have now been sent to you." And when he said this to me, I stood up trembling.


1.
Those “highly esteemed” in scripture




a.
David

a man after his own heart 

1 Sam 13:14



b.
John

the disciple whom Jesus loved 
John 13:23


2.
The strengthening of obedience

F.
The Purpose of the angelic visitation




10:12-14

12 
Then he continued, "Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day that you set your mind to gain understanding and 
to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard, and I have come in response to them. 


13 
But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came 
to help me, because I was detained there with the king of Persia. 
14 
Now I have come to explain to you what will happen to your people in the future, 

for the vision concerns a time yet to come." 


1.
Wanting to know and willing to submit


2.
The supernatural delay



3.
The Place of Demons in National Influence

Isa 24:21-22


21 
In that day the Lord will punish the powers in the heavens above and the kings on the earth below. 


22 
They will be herded together like prisoners bound in a dungeon; they will be shut up in prison 



and be punished after many days.
Jer 46:25
The Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: "I am about to bring punishment on Amon god of Thebes, 


on Pharaoh, on Egypt and her gods and her kings, and on those who rely on Pharaoh.
Jer 49:3

"Wail, O Heshbon, for Ai is destroyed! Cry out, O inhabitants of Rabbah! Put on sackcloth and mourn;



rush here and there inside the walls, for Molech will go into exile, together with his priests and officials. 
Ps 96:4-5

4 
For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods. 

5 
For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the Lord made the heavens. 
1 Cor 8:5-6

5 
For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as indeed there are many "gods" and many "lords"), 6 
yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live ......
1 Cor 10:19-20

19 
Do I mean then that a sacrifice offered to an idol is anything, or that an idol is anything? 
20        No, but the sacrifices of pagans are offered to demons, not to God, and I do not want you to be participants with demons.

Eph 6:12
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 



against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
“Bad angels, called demons in the New Testament, are, without a doubt, referred to here. In the course of time, these demonic powers gained a very strong influence over certain nations and the government of these nations. They became the controlling power. They used whatever resources they could muster to hamper God’s work and thwart His purposes .... We get a rare glimpse behind the scene of world history. These are supernatural forces at work that are far in excess of what men who disregard revelation would suppose. They struggle behind the struggles that are written on the pages of history”







H.C. Leupold; Exposition of Daniel, pgs. 457-458


4.
The reason for the vision

14 
Now I have come to explain to you what will happen to your people in the future, 

for the vision concerns a time yet to come.







NIV

14
Now I have come to give you an understanding of what will happen to your people in the latter days, 

for the vision pertains to the days yet future."







NASB

G.
The second and third strength restoration



10:15-19


1.
A reminder of human weakness and insufficiency



2.
A reminder of the divine enablement which strengthens for assigned tasks
1 John 4:3-4

3 
and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; and this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you 
have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world. 
4 
You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in 
the world.















NASB

H.
The Revelation Introduced





10:20-11:1

Dan 10:20-11:1

20 
Then he said, "Do you understand why I came to you? But I shall now return to fight against the prince of Persia; 
so I am going forth, and behold, the prince of Greece is about to come. 
21 
"However, I will tell you what is inscribed in the writing of truth. Yet there is no one who stands firmly with me 
against these forces except Michael your prince. 

11:1 
"And in the first year of Darius the Mede, I arose to be an encouragement and a protection for him.              NASB
· We are the focal point of a cosmic struggle, the dimensions of which we can only imagine.  


Therefore, how we conduct our lives matters more than we will ever know this side of heaven.
· If the Father’s love can be so obviously seen in the angel’s ministry to Jesus, what does that say to us who are found “in Christ”?

· When Christians are bold and fearless in their walk with Christ, must it be a blind foolhardiness or is there just cause to have confidence in objective truth?

· Are the words “greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world” (1 John 4:4)  just a religious platitude or a divine enablement with which we invade an enemy’s territory?
TNBS Study Questions 23                                         Preparation for week 24
Read Psalm 34 and 91
How do these verses encourage you to be bold in your life committed to following Christ whatever the cost?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Colossians 2:16-18
What warnings from Paul can you glean from this passage?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Revelation 19:9-10;  22:8-9

Do the angels desire our worship?  Why or why not?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Daniel 11:2-35

In your initial impressions, what strikes you as amazing about this passage?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How do these verses relate to the first “69 weeks” of Daniels prophecy in chapter 9?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Daniel 11:33-35;  John 15:1-2;  Romans 5:1-5

How do these verses relate to each other?  What do you see as an overarching principle?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Luke 9:23-26
How might these words shed a different light on the “gospel” that says “just believe in Jesus, say this prayer and you’re in”?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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