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Daniel 10 - 12                                           Lesson 24
The Fourth and Final Vision
Part 2
“There is hardly anything in the Bible that is just like these chapters, especially like chapter 11. 

The word, the vision, and minute prediction are combined in a manner 

that is found nowhere else in the Scriptures.”

H. C. Leupold 

I.
The angelic warfare in the first year of Darius revealed




11:1
Dan 10:20-11:1

20 
So he said, "Do you know why I have come to you? Soon I will return to fight against the prince of Persia, and 
when I go, the prince of Greece will come; 
21 
but first I will tell you what is written in the Book of Truth. (No one supports me against them except Michael, 
your prince. 

11:1 
And in the first year of Darius the Mede, I took my stand to support and protect him.) 


A.
The hatred for Israel
Dan 6:4

At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in his conduct 


of government affairs


B.
Angelic Intervention

Dan 6:22
My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions.


C.
A reversal of policy

Dan 6:24-26

24 
At the king's command, the men who had falsely accused Daniel were brought in and thrown into the lions' den, 
along with their wives and children. And before they reached the floor of the den, the lions overpowered them 

and crushed all their bones. 

25 
Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations and men of every language throughout the land:


"May you prosper greatly! 

26 
"I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and reverence the God of Daniel.
“The beginning of the second great empire with the fall of Babylon in chapter 5 was, then, more than a military conquest or triumph of the armies of the Medes and Persians.  It was a new chapter in the divine drama of angelic warfare behind the scenes, and the change was by divine appointment.”












John Walvoord
II.
The 4th Vision from Persian Rule to Antiochus IV Epiphanes

11:2-19


A.
The difficulties



1.
Calvin’s 40 page exposition



2.
The cause of liberal denunciation

B.
The history
Dan 11:2
"Now then, I tell you the truth: Three more kings will appear in Persia, and then a fourth, 




who will be far richer than all the others. When he has gained power by his wealth, 




he will stir up everyone against the kingdom of Greece.


1.
The 4 kings of Persia




a.
Cambyses




529-522bc




b.
Pseudo-Smerdis
(Guamata)

522-521bc



c.
Darius I Hystaspes
(Darius the Great)
521-486bc
(Ezra 5, 6)




d.
Xerxes I




486-465bc
(Ahasuerus of Esther)





1.
The richest of the Persian kings




2.
Mustered army to attack Greece in 480bc (the Greeks never forgot it)



e.
The unimportant Persian kings in a declining empire





Artaxerxes


464-423





Darius II


423-404





Artaxerxes II


404-359





Artaxerxes III

359-338





Arses



338-335





Darius III


335-331



2.
The great king of the third empire

(Alexander,  334-323)
Dan 11:3-4

3 
Then a mighty king will appear, who will rule with great power and do as he pleases. 



a.
The swiftness and savagery of his power





(Consistency with previous prophesies)
Dan 8:5-8

5
As I was thinking about this, suddenly a goat with a prominent horn between his eyes came from the west, 
crossing the whole earth without touching the ground. 
6 
He came toward the two-horned ram I had seen standing beside the canal and charged at him in great rage. 
7 
I saw him attack the ram furiously, striking the ram and shattering his two horns. The ram was powerless to stand 
against him; the goat knocked him to the ground and trampled on him, and none could rescue the ram from his power. 8 
The goat became very great, but at the height of his power his large horn was broken off, and in its place four 
prominent horns grew up toward the four winds of heaven.



b.
Where the power came from

Dan 4:25,  32
the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes.
Dan 7:6

This beast had four heads, and it was given authority to rule.

Alexander commanded a force from his Greek kingdom of Macedon, Thracian allies and the Corinthian League that, according to Arrian, the most reliable historian of Alexander (who is believed to be relying on the work of the eye-witness Ptolemy), numbered 7,000 cavalry and 40,000 infantry.[2]
Darius's force numbered according to Arrian 40,000 cavalry and 1,000,000 infantry,[4] Diodorus Siculus 200,000 cavalry and 800,000 infantry[5], Plutarch 1,000,000 troops[6] (without a breakdown in composition), while according to Curtius Rufus 45,000 cavalry and 200,000 infantry.[7] Furthermore according to Arrian,[8] Diodorus, and Curtius, Darius had 200 chariots while Arrian mentions 15 war elephants.[4] Included in Darius's infantry were about 2,000 Greek mercenary hoplites.[9



c.
The dividing of the third empire
4 
After he has appeared, his empire will be broken up and parceled out toward the four winds of heaven. 

It will not go to his descendants, nor will it have the power he exercised, because his empire will be uprooted 
and given to others.
“Alexander died in Babylon at the zenith of his power. He lived only thirty-two years and eight months and reigned for a mere twelve years and eight months. None of his posterity received any lasting inheritance. His half brother, Philip Aridaeus, succeeded him, but after six years he was murdered, along with his wife Euridice, at the instigation of Alexander’s mother, Olimpias. The generals did not recognize his illegitimate son, Hercules, and whom Polysperchon murdered along with his mother, Barsine, Alexander’s former mistress. His wife Statira, daughter of the ill fated Darius, was murdered by Roxane, another of Alexander’s wives. His posthumous son Alexander Aegus, born to Roxane, was put under a guardian and then murdered by the order of Olympias through the treachery of the general Cassander. Alexander’s mother, Olympias, was murdered. His sister, Cleopatra, queen of Epirus, was murdered. Within 15 years of his own death, none of his family remained alive. Thus exactly was the word of God fulfilled.”








John Phillips; Exploring the Book of Daniel,  pg. 191



3.
150 years of constant conflict between the North and South kingdoms




(Geographical locations [ie. north, south, east, west] are always given in relation to Israel)
5 
"The king of the South will become strong, but one of his commanders will become even stronger than he and 
will rule his own kingdom with great power. 
Ptolemy Soter is the strong king of the South.  Seleucus Nicator, the founder of the kings of the North. However, a usurper named Antigonus drove Seleucus out of Babylon. He fled to Egypt where Ptolemy made him a commander in his army. That army defeated Antigonus and Seleucus took charge of most of Alexander’s empire. 

The Seleucid kingdom was then larger than the other three divisions combined.

6 
After some years, they will become allies. The daughter of the king of the South will go to the king of the North 
to make an alliance, but she will not retain her power, and he and his power will not last. In those days she will be 
handed over, together with her royal escort and her father and the one who supported her. 
King of the South : Ptolemy II Philadelphus


King of the North : Antiochus III Theos

Ptolemy sent his daughter Bernice to form an alliance by marriage to Antiochus. This seemed to be agreeable to everyone with the possible exception of Antiochus’ current wife Laodice whom he divorced to make room for the new addition. Within a few years of the marriage, Ptolemy II died and Antiochus brought Laodice back into the fold. To show her appreciation for the gesture, Laodice murdered Bernice, her attendants, the child recently born to Bernice and Antiochus, and Antiochus himself. 
I’m sure there is a “moral to the story” here somewhere you can figure out on your own later.  
7 
"One from her family line will arise to take her place. He will attack the forces of the king of the North and enter 
his fortress; he will fight against them and be victorious. 
8 
He will also seize their gods, their metal images and their valuable articles of silver and gold and carry them off to 
Egypt. For some years he will leave the king of the North alone. 
9 
Then the king of the North will invade the realm of the king of the South but will retreat to his own country. 
The murdered Bernice’s brother, Ptolemy III Eurgetes, mustered an army and set out to defend his sister’s honor, and of course to slaughter as many Seleucids as he could and haul away all the booty he and the entire army could carry.  He apparently accomplished all of his objectives around 245bc. After a brief respite, Seleucus II Callinicus, the victim of the defeat, made a foray into Egypt in 240bc to try and reclaim some of what was lost. His fleet was lost in a storm, his forces were routed and he returned to the North in humiliating defeat. In keeping with his consistent run of luck, he died sometime later when he fell off his horse.
The see-saw has only begun.

The Wars of Antiochus the Great
223-187bc
10 
His sons will prepare for war and assemble a great army, which will sweep on like an irresistible flood and carry 
the battle as far as his fortress. 
11 
"Then the king of the South will march out in a rage and fight against the king of the North, who will raise a large 
army, but it will be defeated. 
12 
When the army is carried off, the king of the South will be filled with pride and will slaughter many thousands, 
yet he will not remain triumphant. 
13 
For the king of the North will muster another army, larger than the first; and after several years, he will advance 
with a huge army fully equipped. 

14 
"In those times many will rise against the king of the South. The violent men among your own people will rebel in 
fulfillment of the vision, but without success. 
15 
Then the king of the North will come and build up siege ramps and will capture a fortified city. The forces of the 
South will be powerless to resist; even their best troops will not have the strength to stand. 
16 
The invader will do as he pleases; no one will be able to stand against him. He will establish himself in the 
Beautiful Land and will have the power to destroy it. 
17 
He will determine to come with the might of his entire kingdom and will make an alliance with the king of the 
South. And he will give him a daughter in marriage in order to overthrow the kingdom, but his plans will not 
succeed or help him. 
18 
Then he will turn his attention to the coastlands and will take many of them, but a commander will put an end to 
his insolence and will turn his insolence back upon him. 
19 
After this, he will turn back toward the fortresses of his own country but will stumble and fall, to be seen no more. 
These verses so accurately describe the actual events that occurred, that they are the primary bases on which liberal scholars defend their argument that Daniel is a 1st century charlatan who wrote history and pawned it off as prophecy. 
20 
"His successor will send out a tax collector to maintain the royal splendor. In a few years, however, he will be 



destroyed, yet not in anger or in battle.

Antiochus the Great’s oldest son, Seleucus Philopator, was forced to continually raise taxes to meet the tribute Rome required of him. He sent a tax collector named Heliodorus to pry money from the Jews which included an attempt to plunder the temple in Jerusalem. Philopater was poisoned (supposedly by Heliodorus) which set the stage for the take over by his brother Antiochus (soon to be Epiphanes) who had been taken to Rome for 12 years as a hostage.


4.
The Bloody Reign of Antiochus Epiphanes (175-164bc)
11:21-35

Dan 8:8-9

8 
The goat became very great, but at the height of his power his large horn was broken off, 



and in its place four prominent horns grew up toward the four winds of heaven. 

9 
Out of one of them came another horn, which started small but grew in power to the south and to the east and 
toward the Beautiful Land.




a.
A contemptible person




1.
coming to power
21 
"He will be succeeded by a contemptible person who has not been given the honor of royalty. He will invade the 
kingdom when its people feel secure, and he will seize it through intrigue. 




2.
controlling the priesthood
22 
Then an overwhelming army will be swept away before him; both it and a prince of the covenant will be destroyed.
He defeated the army of Egypt, then returned to Jerusalem and murdered Onias, the high priest.




3.
conquering old enemies
23
After coming to an agreement with him, he will act deceitfully, and with only a few people he will rise to power. 
24 
When the richest provinces feel secure, he will invade them and will achieve what neither his fathers nor his 
forefathers did. He will distribute plunder, loot and wealth among his followers. He will plot the overthrow of 
fortresses — but only for a time. 



b.
A cruel person

25 
"With a large army he will stir up his strength and courage against the king of the South. The king of the South will   
      
 wage war with a large and very powerful army, but he will not be able to stand because of the plots devised against 
him. 
26 
Those who eat from the king's provisions will try to destroy him; his army will be swept away, and many will fall in 
battle. 
27 
The two kings, with their hearts bent on evil, will sit at the same table and lie to each other, but to no avail, because 
an end will still come at the appointed time. 
28 
The king of the North will return to his own country with great wealth, but his heart will be set against the holy 
covenant. He will take action against it and then return to his own country. 
The stronger Syrian army under Antiochus will wage numerous campaigns against Egypt with success. 

Treaties will be formed which never last because both parties are deceitful.

Antiochus begins murderous persecution of the Jews (described in 1 Maccabees 1:20-28 & 2 Maccabees 5:11-17) which lasted until his death. Unknown thousands of men, women and children were slaughtered.
29 
"At the appointed time he will invade the South again, but this time the outcome will be different from what it was 
before. 
30 
Ships of the western coastlands will oppose him, and he will lose heart. Then he will turn back and vent his fury 
against the holy covenant. He will return and show favor to those who forsake the holy covenant. 

31 
"His armed forces will rise up to desecrate the temple fortress and will abolish the daily sacrifice. Then they will set 
up the abomination that causes desolation. 
Antiochus invaded Egypt again but this time was dissuaded by the Roman army (Ships of the western coastlands)
He vented his anger against the Jews which sparked the Maccabean revolt and more Jewish slaughter.

It’s at this time that he stops daily sacrifices and sets up an idol in the temple. (Matt24:15)

32 
With flattery he will corrupt those who have violated the covenant, but the people who know their God will firmly 
resist him. (the people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits. NKJV)
33 
"Those who are wise will instruct many, though for a time they will fall by the sword or be burned or captured or 
plundered. 
“In like manner, a Nicodemus and a Joseph of Arimathaea were induced by the very death of Christ on the cross to confess their allegiance to him.  – Thus Antiochus attempts to annihilate the party among the Jews that is devoted to God, but succeeds only in contributing to its purifying.”







John M. Fuller; An Essay on the Authenticity of the Book of Daniel.
34 
When they fall, they will receive a little help, and many who are not sincere will join them. 
35 
Some of the wise will stumble, so that they may be refined, purified and made spotless until the time of the end, 
for it will still come at the appointed time.
These verses indicate a continual purging of the Jews “until the time of the end” which obviously did not occur with the death of Antiochus IV Epiphanes. Verse 35 serves notice that from verse 36 on, the prophecy leaps to the time immediately prior to God’s final judgment on Gentile power and rulers.

All these prophesies are made in the name of God – therefore there is only one ‘true’ God
The Bible is vindicated as “the truth” and its voracity is validated

If God says it,  it happens.  His prophecies and His promises can be trusted.
TNBS Study Questions 24                                         Preparation for week 25
In Daniel 11:1-35,   135 prophecies have been verifiably fulfilled. What can we conclude then about the prophecies from verse 36 through the remainder of the book.?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Daniel 11:36-45

Give at least two reasons why you believe these verses either apply to historical or future events.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

From verses 36-39, how would you describe the character of king?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

From verses 40-45, list the activities of the king.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How does the study of prophecy give you confidence in the promises of God?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What specific promise of God in the Bible means more to you now than ever before because of your knowledge of the accuracy of prophecy?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PAGE  
1

