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Daniel 11:36-45                                          Lesson 26
The Coming Evil King
The difficulties of this chapter become evident by even a cursory survey of the multitude of various interpretations derived from it. Godly men, highly educated in mind and submitted to God in heart, in honest effort and dependence on the Holy Spirit, have read repeatedly the same ten verses, probably in the original languages, and after diligent study and comprehensive research have drawn diverse, and often, diametrically opposite conclusions; some of which may be right, and some of which, by necessity, must be wrong. For those of us who would pursue the same knowledge, to enter into such a study with the arrogance of preconceived notions is to be sinfully self righteous. To enter into it with a hopeless resignation of the impossibility of the task is to deny the power of the Holy Spirit and disbelieve the promises. To avoid the study of it altogether is to betray a cowardice born of lack of love for Jesus and His word. Therefore, with humility, trust, and bold dependence, let us embark upon a “great exploit”.
Introduction - 
Variations of Interpretations of Daniel 11:36-45



1.
All information is now historical, having been fulfilled in Antiochus IV



2.
All information is fictional and does not correspond to known facts



3.
All information is as yet unfulfilled prophecy

“This (view), of course, is in keeping with the total tenor of Daniel’s prophecies which characteristically have their climax in the end of the interadvent age and the triumph of the kingdom of heaven which the Son of Man will accomplish when He returns.”







John Walvoord
I.
The Final World Ruler

Dan 11:36
"The king will do as he pleases. He will exalt and magnify himself above every god and will say 



unheard-of things against the God of gods. He will be successful until the time of wrath is completed, 


for what has been determined must take place.


A.
Who is this guy?


1.
Constantine


Ibn-Ezra



2.
The Roman Empire

Rashi,
 John Calvin



3.
The Antichrist

Jerome,  Theodoret,  Luther

“The Jews believe that this passage has reference to the Antichrist, alleging that after the small help of Julian a king is going to rise up who shall do according to his own will and shall lift himself up against all that is called god, and shall speak arrogant words against the God of gods. He shall act in such a way as to sit in the temple of God and shall make himself out to be God, and his will shall be prospered until the wrath of God is fulfilled, for in him the consummation will take place. We, too, understand this to refer to the Antichrist.”







Jerome, Commentary on Daniel, pg. 136. (400AD)
Jerome, on Antiochus IV Epiphanes

“Just as the Savior had Solomon and other saints as types of his advent, so also we should believe that the Antichrist very properly had as a type of himself the utterly wicked king, Antiochus, who persecuted the saints and defiled the Temple.”


B.
Differing Racial Attributions


1.
An Unregenerate Jew

J. N. Darby,  A. C. Gaebelein (false messiah)



2.
A Roman



Most conservative commentators





Daniel 2

ten toes






Daniel 7

the little horn






Revelation 13

the beast out of the sea


C.
Different Names



1.
Dan 7:8

“another horn, a little one, “


2.
Dan 8:23
“a stern-faced king, a master of intrigue,”


3.
Dan 9:26
“the ruler who will come “


4.
Daniel 11:36
“the king shall do according to his will” (the willful king)


5.
2 Thess 2:3
“the man of lawlessness”


6.
Rev 13:1
“a beast coming out of the sea”

D.
Absolute Dictator

36
"The king will do as he pleases. He will exalt and magnify himself above every god and will say 



unheard-of things against the God of gods. He will be successful until the time of wrath is completed, 


for what has been determined must take place


1.
Presumptuous


he will do as he pleases


2.
Proud




he will exalt himself


3.
Profane



he will blaspheme like no one ever has
II.
The Final World Religion
Dan 11:37-39

37 
He will show no regard for the gods of his fathers or for the one desired by women, nor will he regard any god, 
but will exalt himself above them all. 
38 
Instead of them, he will honor a god of fortresses; a god unknown to his fathers he will honor with gold and 
silver, with precious stones and costly gifts. 
39 
He will attack the mightiest fortresses with the help of a foreign god and will greatly honor those who 
acknowledge him. He will make them rulers over many people and will distribute the land at a price.

A.
No Regard for God



1.
The basis for presuming he is a Jew

(Dan 11:37
Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers......)

KJV, NKJV






however,  (“god” is ‘elohim’ and is probably plural)


2.
He has no regard for any family ties or heritage of any kind

(Dan 11:37
He will show no regard for the gods of his fathers.......)  
NIV, NASB

B.
No Regard for Women (or the one desired by women)

Dan 11:37
Neither shall he regard .......the desire of women,


KJV

Dan 11:37
He shall regard neither .......the desire of women,


NKJV

Dan 11:37
And he will show no regard for ........the desire of women,
NASB

Dan 11:37
He will show no regard for .........the one desired by women,
NIV
Interpretations proposed for a difficult passage:


1.
Tammuz-Adonis

Ezek 8:14-15
14 
Then he brought me to the entrance to the north gate of the house of the Lord, and I saw women sitting there, 
mourning for Tammuz. 
15 
He said to me, "Do you see this, son of man? You will see things that are even more detestable than this."


2.
He just doesn’t like women

Young,  Keil



3.
He is homosexual



4.
Refers to the natural desire of Jewish women to become the mother of the 




promised Messiah in Genesis 3:15. 
If so, this king (the Antichrist) not only hates God, but also His Son, the Lord Jesus, the true Christ.



5.
He lacks the capacity for any kind of normal human affections

The Ultimate Psycho/Sociopath

1. Glibness/superficial charm. 

2. Grandiose sense of self-worth. 

3. Need for stimulation/proneness to boredom 

4. Pathological lying 

5. Conning/manipulative 

6. Lack of remorse or guilt 

7. Shallow affect 

8. Callous/lack of empathy 

9. Parasitic lifestyle 

10. Poor behavioral controls 

11. Promiscuous sexual behavior 

12. Early behavior problems 

13. Lack of realistic, long-term plans 

14. Impulsivity 

15. Irresponsibility 

16. Failure to accept responsibility for own actions 

17. Many short-term marital relationships 

18. Juvenile delinquency 

19. Revocation of conditional release 

20. Criminal versatility 

C.
Characteristics of the Final Apostate Religion



1.
It will require the destruction of all other systems




Rev 17:1-6,  15-18



2.
It will require the worship of the world ruler

2 Thess 2:4
He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, 




so that he sets himself up in God's temple, proclaiming himself to be God. 


3.
It will rule with military might
(power will be god)







11:38 
Instead of them, he will honor a god of fortresses;
Dan 7:23
Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse from all 


kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces.

III. The Final World War
Dan 11:40-43

40 
"At the time of the end the king of the South will engage him in battle, and the king of the North will storm out 
against him with chariots and cavalry and a great fleet of ships. He will invade many countries and sweep through 
them like a flood. 
41 
He will also invade the Beautiful Land. Many countries will fall, but Edom, Moab and the leaders of Ammon will 
be delivered from his hand. 
42 
He will extend his power over many countries; Egypt will not escape. 
43 
He will gain control of the treasures of gold and silver and all the riches of Egypt, with the Libyans and Nubians 
in submission.

A.
An enemy from south of Palestine  (more than Egypt – probably all of Africa)

B.
An enemy from north of Palestine  (more than Syria – probably Russia and its allies)

Ezek 38:1-6

1 
The word of the Lord came to me: 
2 
"Son of man, set your face against Gog, of the land of Magog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal; prophesy 
against him 
3 
and say: 'This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I am against you, O Gog, chief prince of Meshech and Tubal. 
4 
I will turn you around, put hooks in your jaws and bring you out with your whole army — your horses, your 
horsemen fully armed, and a great horde with large and small shields, all of them brandishing their swords. 
5 
Persia, Cush and Put will be with them, all with shields and helmets, 
6 
also Gomer with all its troops, and Beth Togarmah from the far north with all its troops - the many nations with you. 

IV.
The Final End to the Final Ruler of the Final Gentile Kingdom

Dan 11:43-45

 44 
But reports from the east and the north will alarm him, and he will set out in a great rage to destroy and annihilate 
many. 
45 
He will pitch his royal tents between the seas at the beautiful holy mountain. Yet he will come to his end, and no 
one will help him. 
Rev 19:19-20

19 
Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to make war against the rider on 
the horse and his army. 
20 
But the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who had performed the miraculous signs on his behalf. 
With these signs he had deluded those who had received the mark of the beast and worshiped his image. 


The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur.

TNBS Questions 26                                             Preparation for week 27

Read Daniel 12

1. What period of time is being described in verses 1-2?  How do you know?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Whom has Michael been assigned to protect?  __________________________________________________

3. Read Daniel 12:1; Revelation 20:12, 15;  21:27

What book is referred to here?  ________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

4. For how long has that book been written?  See also Ephesians 1:4-5, 11 and 2 Timothy 1:9

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What promise is given to Daniel in 12:13?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What monumental event is described in 12:2? Who are the people involved? What is their destiny?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Read John 5:26-29
What does Jesus say that adds light to the above verse? _____________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Daniel 12:3 gives a glimpse into eternity. What does it say about those who will be there? 

What do you think it means? __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Read Daniel 7:24-25; 11:35; 12:5-10

What period of time seems to be in view here?  What is its purpose?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Is your answer consistent with question 1? _______________________________________________________
10. Read Daniel 12:11-12

If the second half of Daniel’s 70th week is 3 1/2 years (1260 days), what do you think is allowed for in the extra 30 days that make up the 1290 of 12:11 ? ________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

11. What do you think is taking place between the 1290 days and the 1335 days of 12:12?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12. What is the most important lesson or thought you will take from your study of Daniel?

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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