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Daniel 12                                                Lesson 27
“Sealed” Until the Time of the End
For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now — 

and never to be equaled again. If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, 

but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened.

Matt 24:21-22
Introduction :  
1.
Why do we want to know the future?


a.
curiosity

b.
greed

c.
fear

2.
Why does God reveal the future to us?


a.
to authenticate His word

b.
to reveal His sovereignty

c.
to motivate and comfort His people


d.
to warn the wicked

e.
to give us hope
I.
The Time of the End

A.
The Great Defender

Dan 12:1a
"At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. 



1.
At what time?
(The time just described in 11:36-45)
Dan 8:19
the vision concerns the appointed time of the end 
Dan 11:35
Some of the wise will stumble, so that they may be refined, purified and made spotless until 



the time of the end , for it will still come at the appointed time.
Dan 12:4
seal the words of the scroll until the time of the end .
Dan 12:9
the words are closed up and sealed until the time of the end

What does Daniel 12 teach?


1.
An unprecedented persecution


2.
A general resurrection


3.
A final judgment



4.
An eternal blessedness for the saints


2.
Michael who?
Dan 10:13
Michael , one of the chief princes, came to help me,
Dan 10:21
No one supports me against them except Michael , your prince.
Jude 9

the archangel Michael , when he was disputing with the devil about the body of Moses
Rev 12:7-8

7

Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. 
8 

But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven.


3.
Those defended?

Dan 9:24
 "Seventy 'sevens' are decreed for your people and your holy city
Dan 10:14
Now I have come to explain to you what will happen to your people in the future,
Rom 11:1-2; 11-12; 25-27

11:1-2 
I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an Israelite myself, a descendant of Abraham, 

from the tribe of Benjamin. 
2 
God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew.

11 
Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather, because of their transgression, 
salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious. 
12 
But if their transgression means riches for the world, and their loss means riches for the Gentiles, 


how much greater riches will their fullness bring! 
25 
I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has 
experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in. 
26 
And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written:


"The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. 

27 
And this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins."

B.
The Great Distress

Dan 12:1b
There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then.

Ex 9:18,  23-24
18 
Therefore, at this time tomorrow I will send the worst hailstorm that has ever fallen on Egypt, 


from the day it was founded till now.
23 
When Moses stretched out his staff toward the sky, the Lord sent thunder and hail, and lightning flashed down to 
the ground. So the Lord rained hail on the land of Egypt; 
24 
hail fell and lightning flashed back and forth. It was the worst storm in all the land of Egypt since it had become a 
nation. 

Matt 24:15-22

15 
"So when you see standing in the holy place 'the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of through the 
prophet Daniel — let the reader understand— 
16 
then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 
17 
Let no one on the roof of his house go down to take anything out of the house. 
18 
Let no one in the field go back to get his cloak. 
19 
How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 
20 
Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. 
21 
For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now — and never to be 
equaled again. 
22 
If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be 
shortened.
Rev 8:7,  17,  21
7 
The first angel sounded his trumpet, and there came hail and fire mixed with blood, and it was hurled down upon 
the earth. A third of the earth was burned up, a third of the trees were burned up, and all the green grass was 
burned up.

17 
The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air ........
21 
From the sky huge hailstones of about a hundred pounds each fell upon men. 





And they cursed God on account of the plague of hail , because the plague was so terrible.
Revelation  6 – 19


C.
The Great Deliverance

Dan 12:1c
But at that time your people — everyone whose name is found written in the book — will be delivered.

Jer 30:7

7 
How awful that day will be! None will be like it. It will be a time of trouble for Jacob, but he will be saved out of it.
11 
I am with you and will save you, declares the Lord. 'Though I completely destroy all the nations among which I 
scatter you, I will not completely destroy you. I will discipline you but only with justice; I will not let you go 
entirely unpunished.' 
17
But I will restore you to health and heal your wounds, declares the Lord, because you are called an 


outcast, Zion for whom no one cares.

(The church cannot be “The New Israel” since God will never destroy them, but rather, will deliver and save them)
Mal 4:1-3
1 
"Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, and that 
day that is coming will set them on fire," says the Lord Almighty. "Not a root or a branch will be left to them. 
2 
But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. And you will go out 
and leap like calves released from the stall. 
3 
Then you will trample down the wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when I do these 

things," says the Lord Almighty. 
How will the remnant be saved?
Rev 11:3-5

3 

And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth." 
4 

These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth. 
Rev 7:4

Then I heard the number of those who were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel.
Zech 12:10
"And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and 



supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced , and they will mourn for him as one 


mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son.
Rom 11:26-29

26 

And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: 









"The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. 

27 

And this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins."  

28 

As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies on your account; but as far as election is concerned, 


they are loved on account of the patriarchs, 
29 

for God's gifts and his call are irrevocable.
Did God call Israel to be His own?
Deut 14:1-2

1 

You are the children of the Lord your God.....

2 

for you are a people holy to the Lord your God. Out of all the peoples on the face of the earth, the Lord 


has chosen you to be his treasured possession. 

Deut 26:19
He has declared that he will set you in praise, fame and honor high above all the nations he has made and 


that you will be a people holy to the Lord your God, as he promised. 
Ps 135:4
For the Lord has chosen Jacob to be his own,  Israel to be his treasured possession. 
Isa 43:1

But now, this is what the Lord says — he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel:



"Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. 

Jer 13:11
For as a belt is bound around a man's waist, so I bound the whole house of Israel and the whole house of 


Judah to me,' declares the Lord, 'to be my people for my renown and praise and honor
Isa 49:3

He said to me, "You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will display my splendor." 

1 Sam 12:22
For the sake of his great name the Lord will not reject his people, because the Lord was pleased to 


make you his own.


D.
The Great Destiny

Dan 12:2-3

2 

Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and 


everlasting contempt. 


1.
The Old Testament taught a resurrection

Job 19:25-26

25 

I know that my Redeemer  lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.  

26 

And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God;
Isa 26:19
But your dead will live; their bodies will rise. You who dwell in the dust, wake up and shout for joy.



Your dew is like the dew of the morning; the earth will give birth to her dead. 
Ps 16:9-10

9 

Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest secure, 

10 

because you will not abandon me to the grave,  nor will you let your Holy One see decay . 
Hos 13:14
"I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death.



Where, O death, are your plagues?  Where, O grave, is your destruction?
Heb 11:19
Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, 





he did receive Isaac back from death.



2.
The Resurrection in Two Parts




a.
The 1st Resurrection





1.
Christ         (.... the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.)1 Cor 15:20




2.
The Church  (...the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still 




        alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds)1 Thess 4:16-17




3.
O.T. & Tribulation Saints  (Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will 








                                                  awake) Dan 12:2



b.
The 2nd Resurrection

Rev 20:4-6;  11-15
4 
I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those 
who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not 
worshiped the beast or his image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to 
life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 
5
(The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 
6 
Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, 
but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years. 

11 
Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there 
was no place for them. 
12 
And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was 
opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 13 
The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person 
was judged according to what he had done. 
14 
Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 
15 
If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

E.
The Great Dividend

Dan 12:2-3
Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, 






and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.

2 Cor 4:17-18
17 
For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 
18 
while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. 

For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.

F.
The Great Document
Dan 12:4
But you, Daniel, close up and seal the words of the scroll until the time of the end. 




Many will go here and there to increase knowledge.

II.
For the Times, They are a Changin’

A.
How long will the horror last?

Dan 12:5-7

5    Then I, Daniel, looked, and there before me stood two others, one on this bank of the river and one on the opposite bank. 
6    One of them said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, "How long will it be before these 
astonishing things are fulfilled?" 

7    The man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, lifted his right hand and his left hand toward heaven,    


and I heard him swear by him who lives forever, saying, "It will be for a time, times and half a time. 


When the power of the holy people has been finally broken, all these things will be completed." 
When the hardness of Israel’s heart toward God is finally broken.

Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in. And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written:

"The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. And this is my covenant with them

when I take away their sins."  

As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies on your account; but as far as election is concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs, for God's gifts and his call are irrevocable.



Rom 11:25-29

B.
To really understand it, you have to be there
Dan 12:8-13
8 
I heard, but I did not understand. So I asked, "My lord, what will the outcome of all this be?" 

9 
He replied, "Go your way, Daniel, because the words are closed up and sealed until the time of the end. 
10 
Many will be purified, made spotless and refined, but the wicked will continue to be wicked. None of the wicked 
will understand, but those who are wise will understand. 

1 
But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 

2 
People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, 




disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 

3 
without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 

4 
treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— 

5 
having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them.         2 Tim 3:1-5
C.
So, when will the good times roll?
11 
"From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the abomination that causes desolation is set up, 

there will be 1,290 days. 
12 
Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches the end of the 1,335 days. 

13 
"As for you, go your way till the end. You will rest, and then at the end of the days you will rise to receive your 
allotted inheritance."

Ps 11:3
When the foundations are being destroyed, what can the righteous do?

Answer:  
Keep right on living righteously.

Be content with what God has revealed.

Trust in His sovereign control. 
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