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 Galatians                                                Lesson 1
Introduction

I.
The Importance of the Book


A.
The great United States documents of freedom


B.
The majestic descriptions of Galatians



The Magna Carta of Spiritual Liberty



The Battle Cry of the Reformation



The Christian Declaration of Independence


C.
A few that it moved

“The epistle  to the Galatians is my epistle. To it I am, as it were, in wedlock. Galatians is my Katherine.”






Martin Luther

The impact of Galatians on the Wesleys

“Christianity might have been just one more Jewish sect, and the thought of the western world might have been entirely pagan had it never been written. Galatians embodies the germinal teaching on Christian freedom which separated Christianity from Judaism, and which launched it upon a career of missionary conquest. It was the cornerstone of the Protestant Reformation, because its teaching of salvation by grace alone became the dominant theme of the preaching of the reformers.”








Merrill Tenney 

II.
To Whom Was It Written


A.
To the “Galatians” (1:2; 3:1)  What does that mean?



1.
Who are “Frenchmen” ?



2.
Probably more history than you need




a.
Celts settled in France (Gaul) in 600 or 700 BC





b.
Gallic invasion of Rome in 280 BC

The Galatians, in the strict sense, were the remains of a body of Gauls, who, after being repulsed in an attack on Delphi,  B.C. 279, invaded Asia Minor. At first they carried all before them, but suffered a severe defeat from Attalus I. king of Pergamus, about  B.C. 230, and were thus confined to the district which afterwards went by their name. Here they were conquered by the Romans under the Consul Manlius in  189, but allowed to retain their native princes until the death of Amyntas in  B.C. 25, when Galatia was formally annexed to Rome. Shortly before the death of Amyntas, Galatia had been enlarged by extensive grants of territory in the south, and the greater part of this enlarged territory went to form the Roman province.

(from The Biblical Illustrator Copyright © 2002, 2003 )



3.
The Character of an undisciplined people

The Celtic characteristics are not unknown to us. It may be sufficient here to quote one early and one recent writer on this subject, and then to note how far their remarks find any illustration in the Epistle to the Galatians. Caesar, in his "Bellum Gallicum" (4:5), speaks of the "infirmitas" of the Gauls, or their unsteadiness of purpose, adding that "they are very changeable in their counsels and fond of novelties," and hence "he thought that nothing should be entrusted to them." 

Thierry, in his "Histoire des Gaulois," sums up as follows those characteristics of the Gaulish family, which in his opinion differentiate it from other sections of the human race: - "A personal courage which has no equal in ancient nations; a frank, impetuous spirit, open to every impression, eminently intelligent; but, along with this, an extreme fickleness, no constancy, a marked repugnance to the ideas of discipline and order so strong in the Germanic races, much ostentation, in short a perpetual disunion, the fruit of excessive vanity." 

We find all the features of this picture very definitely reflected in this Epistle; in the eager welcome which they gave to St. Paul's doctrine at the first; in their enthusiastic affection towards him personally; in their readiness "so soon" to take new impressions, to throw off the apostolic yoke and to adopt "another gospel" in their readiness to "bite and devour" one another; in the warnings given by St. Paul against vanity and self-conceit. It is possible also that in the strong mention of "drunkenness and revellings" (Gal 5:21), there is an implied reference to the fault of intemperance, which is said by Greek and Latin writers to have been prevalent among the ancient Gauls. 

From the Speaker's Commentary as quoted in The Biblical Illustrator



4.
How “to whom” effects “when”


B.
“to the churches in Galatia”  (1:2)

III.
Why It Must Be Taught …. And Learned



A.
A daunting task (with encouragement from Luther)


B.
The Origen of the Problem



1.
Adam to Noah



2.
Noah and beyond


C.
The Heart of the Book

Faith - Grace - Forgiveness - Righteousness



1.
The is a righteousness of the world




a.
civil




b.
ceremonial




c.
ethical



2.
Christ alone is the righteousness of God - a righteousness bestowed by grace




Romans 3:10-12;  19-22

1 Cor 1:30
It is because of him (God) that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God 

— that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 



3.
The pervasiveness of our reliance on self.




a.
in salvation




b.
in sanctification




c.
in conviction of conscience

This book is characterized perhaps more than any other by a unity of purpose. There is a sustained severity in the way in which the two serious problems presented are addressed.

First 
- Paul’s apostolic authority is denied

Second - the doctrine of grace alone is repudiated 

“No congratulations, no word of praise here. The argument is interrupted every now and then by an outburst of indignant remonstrance. He is dealing with a thoughtless, half-barbarous people. They have erred like children, and must he chastised like children. Rebuke may prevail where reason will be powerless.”

J.B. Lightfoot, Bishop of Durham 









