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Exploring the Truth
Equipping the Saints
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A Man on a Mission                                        Lesson 2
Galatians 1:1-2

Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? 

Are you not the result of my work in the Lord? 

Even though I may not be an apostle to others, surely I am to you! For you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.

1 Cor 9:1-2

I.
A Singular Salutation

Paul, an apostle — sent not from men nor by man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead— 2 and all the brothers with me, 
To the churches in Galatia:












Gal 1:1-2


A.
The standard epistle outline



1.
Opening  - sender, addressee, greeting



2.
Thanksgiving or blessing  - often with prayer of intercession or well wishes



3.
Body  - theological argument



4.
Practical instructions  - ethical applications



5.
Closing  - mention of plans, personal friends, benediction


B.
The standard epistle opening



1.
Rom 
1:8-11a



2.
1 Cor 
1:4-9



3.
Eph 
1:15-19a



4.
Phil 
1:3-8


C.
The opening for emergency instructions

Gal 1:6
I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel       NASV

Gal 1:6
I can’t believe you people are really that stupid
NRMV
II.
A Significant Signature 
Paul, an apostle



A.
Who they were



1.
Their origin

Mark 13-16a

Luke 6:13
When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he also 


designated apostles



2.
Their qualifications




a.
chosen  (see Luke 6 above)




b.
privileged







I Cor 15:3-11




c.
trained

Mark 3:14
He appointed twelve — designating them apostles-that they might be with him

Gal 1:13-18



d.
empowered

Acts 2:43
Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.

2 Cor 12:1 
The things that mark an apostle — signs, wonders and miracles — were done among you with great perseverance.

Acts 13:11; 14:3;  Heb 2:3-4



3.
Their commission

Eph 2:19-20


19    ....you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, 

20 
built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.



4.
Their uniqueness
there is no apostolic succession


B.
Why all of that is important

John 14:25-26

25 
All this I have spoken while still with you. 

26 
But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will 
remind you of everything I have said to you.

John 16:12-15

12 
I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 

13 
But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will 
speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 

14 
He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. 

15 
All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known 
to you.

2 Peter 3:15-16

15 
Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the 
wisdom that God gave him. 

16 
He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that 
are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own 
destruction.

II.
A Sacrificial Service


To the churches in Galatia:

Acts 13 - 14


A.
Who they were


B.
Where they were


C.
What they were taught

III.
The Insidious, Persistent Danger of Legalism


A.
It appeals to pride  -  faith requires humility


B.
It is more natural to human experience  -  our lives consist of effort and competition


C.
It is much easier to measure and manage  -  religion has always been the most effective control


D.
It just feels safer  -  freedom is dangerous. People do need to be controlled. But by whom?

TNBS Questions                                                              Lesson 2

Preparation for week 3

1.
Read Acts Chapters 13 -14

Give the 4 main points of Paul’s first recorded sermon as a missionary:


a.__________________________________________________________________________________


b. __________________________________________________________________________________


c.__________________________________________________________________________________


d. __________________________________________________________________________________

Read Galatians Chapter 1

2.
Define “grace” in your own words. Think of at least 3 (or more) elements that are essential in true grace.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
Define “peace” as Paul uses it in such passages as Rom 5:1; 8:6; Gal 5:22; Eph 2:14; Phil 4:7

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. 
When sin entered the world, what 3 relationships were no longer at peace? 


a. __________________________________________________________________________________


b. __________________________________________________________________________________


c. __________________________________________________________________________________

5.
Paul’s choice and order of words are intentional. Why must grace always come before peace (1:3) ?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.
If Galatians 1:3-5 was all we knew about the gospel, what would we know?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.
What things do we know about “the Lord Jesus Christ” (vs 2) that clearly distinguishes him 

from the ‘christ’ of the cults?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________










2

