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Exploring the Truth
Equipping the Saints



Why Listen to Jesus?                         Lesson 1
            There might be a few good reasons
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; 

without him nothing was made that has been made.

John 1:1-3

We must approach him as a true man within the context of history, a man who actually said and did certain things.  
But we will not understand him even in that context until we recognize that he is also God 
and that his divinity alone gives meaning to his speech and actions.
James Montgomery Boice
You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am.

Truly, truly, I say to you, a slave is not greater than his master;

John 13:13, 16

The idea of servanthood maintains some level of self-autonomy and personal rights.  
Slaves, on the other hand, have no freedom, autonomy, or rights. In the Greco-Roman world, slaves were considered property,
to the point that in the eyes of the law they were regarded as things rather than persons.
To be someone’s slave was to be his possession, bound to obey his will without hesitation or argument.

John MacArthur
Introduction

I.
As creatures, we listen to Him because He’s God

A.
Paul knew who He was

Col 1:15-17, 19;  2:9

15
He is the image of the invisible God, ….. 

16 
For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 

17 
He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

19 
For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him,

2:9 
For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form,
Phil 2:5-8
KJV

5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:

6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:

7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:

8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
Phil 2:5-8
NIV

5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 

6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 

7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 

8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death — even death on a cross! 
Rom 9:5
Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, 


forever praised! Amen.

Titus 2:13
while we wait for the blessed hope — the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ,

Heb 1:1-2  (ok, probably not Paul, but somebody really smart)
1
In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 
2
but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, 


and through whom he made the universe.

B.
John knew who He was

John 1:1-3;  John 12:37-41  with Isaiah 6:10
John 20:30-31

30 
Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 

31 
But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 



and that by believing you may have life in his name.

C.
Jesus knew who He was



1.
He said so in no uncertain terms
John 8:57-58

57 
"You are not yet fifty years old," the Jews said to him, "and you have seen Abraham!" 

58 
"I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "before Abraham was born, I am!"

Ex 3:14
      God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.'

John 10:30
I and the Father are one.

John 14:9
Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.


2.
His life left no other explanation

“Only when they understand him as this absolute Lord, to whom the full divine sovereignty belongs, did Easter as victory, 
and Good Friday as a saving Fact, become intelligible.  Only when they knew Jesus as the present Heavenly Lord, 
did they know themselves to be sharers in the Messianic Kingdom as men of the new, Messianic era.”

Emil Brunner


3.
If Jesus was not God on the cross, we have no savior

1 John 2:2  He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.

“You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God or else a madman or something worse.  
You can shut him up for a fool; you can spit at him and kill him for a demon; 
or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God.  
But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about his being a great human teacher.  
He has not left that open to us.  He did not intend to.”

C. S. Lewis
II.
As Christians, we listen to Him because He’s Master


A.
Our identity is “in Him”
Gal 2:20
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.

Phil 1:21
For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.

“When we call ourselves Christian, we proclaim to the world that everything about us, including our very self-identity, is found in Jesus Christ because we have denied ourselves in order to follow and obey Him. He is both our sovereign and our savior, and our lives center on pleasing Him.”   John MacArthur

B.
The identity scripture gives us
`ebed   OT: "servant." This noun appears over 750 times in the Old Testament. `Ebed first appears in Gen 9:25: "...a servant of servants shall he [Canaan] be unto his brethren," meaning "the lowest of slaves"

The "servant" was not a free man. He was subject to the will and command of his master. But one might willingly and lovingly submit to his master Ex 21:5, remaining in his service when he was not obliged to do so.

(from Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, Copyright © 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers.)

doulos NT: from deo, "to bind," "a slave," originally the lowest term in the scale of servitude, came also to mean "one who gives himself up to the will of another," e. g., 1 Cor 7:23; Rom 6:17,20,

In calling himself, however, a "bondslave of Jesus Christ," e. g., Rom 1:1, the apostle Paul intimates (1) that he had been formerly a "bondslave" of Satan, and (2) that, having been bought by Christ, he was now a willing slave, bound to his new Master.

(from Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, Copyright © 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers.)
The true position, then, for a man is to be God’s slave….Absolute submission, unconditional obedience, on the slave’s part; and on the part of the Master complete ownership, the right of life and death, the right of disposing of all goods and chattels,….the right of issuing commandments without a reason, the right to expect that those commandments shall be swiftly, unhesitatingly, punctiliously, and completely performed—these things inhere in our relation to God.  Blessed (is) the man who has learned that they do, and has accepted them as his highest glory and the security of his most blessed life!  For, brethren, such submission, absolute and unconditional, the blending and the absorption of my own will in His will, is the secret of all that makes manhood glorious and great and happy….In the New Testament these names of slave and owner are transferred to Christians and Jesus Christ.





Alexander Maclaren

C.
The great misconception of “freedom”

Rom 6:16-18

16 
Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, 

you are slaves to the one whom you obey — whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, 

or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 

17 
But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of 
teaching to which you were entrusted. 

18 
You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.

D.
Why the martyrs were willing to die
Where our Authorized (King James) Version softly puts it “servant” it really is “bond-slave”.  The early saints delighted to count themselves Christ’s absolute property, bought by him, owned by him, and wholly at his disposal. Paul even went so far as to rejoice that he had the marks of his Master’s brand on him, and he cries, “Let no man trouble me: for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.”  There was the end of all debate: he was the Lord’s, and the marks of the scourges, the rods, and the stones were the broad-arrow of the King which marked Paul’s body as the property of Jesus the Lord.  Now if the saints of old time glorified in obeying Christ, I pray that you and I …may feel that our first object in life is to obey our Lord.





Charles H. Spurgeon

E.
A condition that Jesus assumed
John 13:13, 16   NASB

13 
You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am.

16 
Truly, truly, I say to you, a slave is not greater than his master;

F.
An incongruous situation


1.
 in the present

Luke 6:46
Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say?



2.
in the future

Matt 7:22-23

22 Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, … 23 Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. ….

G.
The Christian Mind set

1 Cor 6:19-20

 19 
….You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. ….. 

Day by day; hour by hour,  is your thinking more directed toward pleasing yourself or pleasing your master?
Day by day; hour by hour,  is your thinking more directed toward pleasing others or pleasing your master?

1 Cor 6:12

All things are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful for me, 
but I will not be mastered by anything.
TNBS Study Questions
                                     preparation for lesson 2
1.
How would you respond to the statement, “Jesus was a good man and a fine example, but not God” ?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
How would you respond to the statement, “I don’t believe God intended for anyone to be a slave and I 
don’t plan to belong to anyone”  ?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
Why was it necessary for Jesus to be God for you to be saved?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. 
Read Mat 17:1-6;    What is the only command given in these verses?
    From the previous chapter (Matt 16) name at least three things Jesus said to which the command may have specifically referred.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.
Read Luke 10:38-42   What did Mary seem to know about priorities that Martha needed to learn.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.
We have no reason to doubt that Martha’s motives were sincere, but what does Jesus seem to value over service?  Why?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.
From the following passages, why should we listen to Jesus?


a.
John 7:32, 45-46 ________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________


b.
Matt 7:28-29 with Mark 1:21-27 ___________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________


c.
John 6:63, 66-69  _______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

8.
From the following three passages (read from at least two Bible translations) , what does the Bible say 
are reasons why people don’t listen to Jesus?


a.
John 8:37 _____________________________________________________________________

b.
John 8:47 _____________________________________________________________________


c.
John 18:37 ____________________________________________________________________

9.
What will you have to change to listen more effectively?  _____________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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