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Exploring the Truth
Equipping the Saints






Lesson 19
Strive to Enter – From the Inside
The Paradoxical Power of the Kingdom
And someone said to Him, "Lord, are there just a few who are being saved?" 
And He said to them, Strive to enter by the narrow door; for many, 
I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able.

Luke 13:23-24

Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide, and the way is broad that leads to destruction, 
and many are those who enter by it. For the gate is small, and the way is narrow that leads to life, 
and few are those who find it.

Matt 7:13-14
Introduction:
  
“Strive” (NASV; NKJV; NEV) ;  “Make every effort” (NIV)
agonizomai (ag-o-nid'-zom-ahee); to struggle, literally (to compete for a prize), figuratively (to contend with an adversary)
                             (New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright © 1994)

to strive as in a contest for a prize, straining every nerve to attain to the object Luke 13:24; 
to put forth every effort, involving toil, Col 1:29; 1 Tim 4:10

                                                            (Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, Copyright © 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers)

1.
to enter a contest; contend in the gymnastic games: 1 Cor 9:25.

2.
universally, to contend with adversaries, fight

3.
figuratively to contend, struggle, with difficulties and dangers antagonistic to the gospel 

4.
to endeavor with strenuous zeal, strife, to obtain something;

                                                                                                   (Thayer's Greek Lexicon, Electronic Database. Copyright © 2000, 2003)
John 18:36
Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of this world.  








If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews…"
“strive” against what?

The only thing that will prevent entry – s i n

“to enter”  what?


Luke 13:23-30
The stakes couldn’t possibly be higher

Luke 13:28
There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 



and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out.
Matt 13:49-50

49
…The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous 
50 
and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
Matt 7:13-14

13 
Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.

14 
But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.
Why would God leave us to struggle and battle daily with sin?

Judges 3:1-4
1       These are the nations the LORD left to test all those Israelites who had not experienced any of the wars in Canaan 
2       (he did this only to teach warfare to the descendants of the Israelites who had not had previous battle experience): 
3       the five rulers of the Philistines, all the Canaanites, the Sidonians, and the Hivites living in the Lebanon mountains                     
          from Mount Baal Hermon to Lebo Hamath. 
4       They were left to test the Israelites to see whether they would obey the LORD's commands, which he had given           
          their forefathers through Moses.

1.
To make us humble and dependent on God
2.
To cultivate thankfulness

3.
To promote compassion
4.
To keep your focus on the gospel

5.
To make you long for heaven
6.
To experience the joy that his victory in the battle provides
“It is a part of healthy Christian experience to enjoy a continually increasing degree of deliverance from sins…Few things afford the Christian such relief and encouragement as the memory of sins which once ruled him, but which he has conquered by the power of the Spirit of God.”












J.I. Packer
 “To labor to be acquainted with the ways, wiles, methods, advantages, and occasions of the success of sin is the beginning to this warfare.”












John Owen
“Though the power for godly character comes from Christ, the responsibility for developing and displaying that character is ours. This principle seems to be one of the

most difficult for us to understand and apply. One day we sense our personal

responsibility and seek to live a godly life by the strength of our own will power. 
The next day, realizing the futility of trusting in ourselves, we turn it all over to Christ and abdicate our responsibility which is set forth in the Scriptures. We need to learn

that the Bible teaches both total responsibility and total dependence in all aspects

of the Christian life.”













Jerry Bridges
I.
Strive with the Right World View


A.
Temptation in Life Experiences


1.
in pain

Luke 8:13
Those on the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, 




but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away.



2.
in pleasure and self indulgence
Luke 8:14
The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way 




they are choked by life's worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature.

Matt 23:25
Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! 







You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence.

Luke 16:19
There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day.















    NKJV


3.
in the praise of men

Luke 20:46
Beware of the teachers of the law. They like to walk around in flowing robes and love to be greeted in the 

marketplaces and have the most important seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at banquets.

Luke 6:26
Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for that is how their fathers treated the false prophets.


4.
in money
Matt 6:
19 Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,  


21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 24 You cannot serve both God and Money.

Mark 4:19  the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.

Luke 12:
15 Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; 




      a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.



33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor.

Luke 14:33
In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.

Luke 6:24
But woe to you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort.


5.
in everyday life

Matt 24:38-39

38 
For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 

up to the day Noah entered the ark; 

39 
and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. 


That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.


B.
A World View for the Battle

Matt 6:22-23

22
The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. 
23 
But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, 
how great is that darkness!
II.
Strive for Truth

Matt 7:15-16

15 
Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 
16 
By their fruit you will recognize them.

Mark 13:22-23

22 
For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and miracles to deceive the elect — if that were possible. 

23 
So be on your guard; I have told you everything ahead of time.

A.
Be Vigilant


1.
keep watching (expecting)

Matt 24:42
Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.

Matt 25:13
Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.



2.
Keep working

Luke 19:13
So he called ten of his servants and gave them ten minas. ‘Put this money to work,' he said, 'until I come back.'

1 Peter 4:10
Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, 






faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms.

B.
Don’t Quit

Matt 24:12-13

12 
Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 
13 
but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.

Gen 19:26
But Lot's wife looked back, and she became a pillar of salt.

Luke 9:62
Jesus replied, No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.
“If we are going to live as disciples of Jesus, we have to remember that all efforts of worth and excellence are difficult.  The Christian life is gloriously difficult, but its difficulty does not make us faint and cave in—it stirs us up to overcome.  Do we appreciate the miraculous salvation of Jesus Christ enough to be our utmost for His highest—our best for His glory? It takes a tremendous amount of discipline to live the worthy and excellent life of a disciple of Jesus in the realities of life. And it is always necessary for us to make an effort to live a life of worth and excellence.”











Oswald Chambers
III.
Strive to enter where you already are     (huh?)

A.
 The coming Kingdom is here - but there’s more Kingdom to come
Luke 11:20
But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come to you.

Matt 4:17
From that time Jesus began to preach and say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."

Luke 17:20-21

20
…Jesus replied, "The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, 
21 
nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 'There it is,' because the kingdom of God is within you."
“The mystery of the Kingdom is the coming of the Kingdom into history in advance of its apocalyptic manifestation. It is, in short, ‘fulfillment without consummation.” …The new truth, now given by revelation in the person and mission of Jesus, is that the Kingdom which is to come finally in apocalyptic power, as foreseen in Daniel,  has in fact entered into the world in advance in a hidden form to work secretly within and among men.”









George Ladd, The Presence of the Future

B.
Eternal life is here and now – but there’s an inheritance being kept for later



1.
something now

John 5:24
I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life 



and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.


2.
something later
Matt 19:29
And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or 




fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life.

C.
What Jesus commands, He enables

Matt 11:28-30

28 
"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 
29 
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 
For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."

Luke 22:20
In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, 







"This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.

Jer 31:31, 33
31 
The time is coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the 
house of Judah.
33 
This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time," declares the LORD. "I will put my law in 
their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.
Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing;
Were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God’s own choosing:
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He;
Lord Sabaoth, His Name, from age to age the same,
And He must win the battle.
Martin Luther
Help in the battle as we  “strive to enter by the narrow door” ?

1.
Love the Lord Jesus more than anything else

Matthew 22:37
“The demands of Jesus are only as hard to obey as his promises are hard to cherish and his presence is hard to treasure.”











                                            John Piper
2.
Use and enjoy the power he provides

John 14:23
If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. 









My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.

John 15:5
…If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit

Matt 28:20
…And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.
3.
Know that the ground (not the goal) of our striving is our justification
4.
Know that the goal of our striving is perfection  – unattainable but promised – the struggle for it (defined as the unrelenting battle against sin) is the mark of a true disciple. “Be perfect as your Father in heaven is perfect.”
5.
Know that Jesus is praying for us
John 17:9
I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me,

John 17:20
My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message,

Rom 8:34
Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died — more than that, who was raised to life — is at the 


right hand of God and is also interceding for us.

Heb 7:25
Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, 





because he always lives to intercede for them.
6.
Know that your name is written in heaven

Luke 10:20
However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.
7.
…and has been since before God gave you to Jesus, which he did, before time

Rev 13:8
And all who dwell on the earth will worship him (the beast), everyone whose name has not been written 


from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain.

  NASB
Eph 1:3-4


3 
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,…   


4  
For he chose us in him before the creation of the world ….
John 17:6
I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me

John 6:65
He went on to say, "This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled him.

John 10:29
My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand.
TNBS Study Questions
                                     preparation for lesson 20
1.
From last week’s lesson, what was most helpful to you in your striving “to enter by the narrow door” ?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read (and memorize) Matthew 5:20; Read Matthew 23; Mark 7:21-23

2.
Jesus says, in Mat 5:20, that the Pharisees had a righteousness. What kind of righteousness, and why was it not sufficient?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
In Luke 15:11-32, who represents the Pharisees and what condemning characteristics were displayed?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.
From Luke 16:1-14; Matthew 12:38-39; 23:5-7, what kinds of things did the Pharisees love most?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.
What characteristic of Pharisee caused Jesus the most displeasure and how is it displayed today? (Mat 23:25-28)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.
What’s the difference between trying to follow the Pharisees demands (Mat 23:4) and those of Jesus (Mat 11:28-30)?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.
What was true of Pharisees that Jesus warned the people against in Mat 15:10-20? How is this characteristic evident today?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.
How did Jesus say the Pharisees could solve their problem (Mat 23:26)? What steps would this involve?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.
The Greek word for “pure” in Matthew 5:8 is the same word twice translated “clean” in 23:26. 

In light of that, what is the “uncleanness” about which Jesus is most concerned?

__________________________________________________________________________________________
10.
What point is Jesus making in Mat 5:29-30. If the demand is not absolutely literal, what does he mean?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11.
Jesus has taught us that there are 2 important elements to our salvation; a new heart (John 3:3), and new       

      behavior (Mat 5:20). With that in mind, please explain the statement, “ only righteous people go to heaven.”

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12.
How does Mat 7:17-19 lend weight to your argument?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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