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December 2010

Dear GBA Members:


I hope this letter finds you well and that business is on the upswing!  Working on your behalf, the Govanstowne Business Association (GBA) has been very busy.  Thanks to many of you who have completed the business survey either online or in hard copy; this information will help form the GBA’s work in the coming months.  For those of you who have not had the opportunity to complete the survey, I have included another copy in this mailing and the survey remains on line (www.govanstowne.org) as well.   As I noted in my last letter to you, the GBA has retained the services of Siquis Ltd., a local marketing and communications firm, to help build the tools and programs that address the needs of our members using the surveys as one of the main tools for gathering your opinions.  The goal of the GBA is to be a better resource for its members as well as to increase the awareness and perception of the Govanstowne Business District. 


Early survey returns indicate that safety, trash and marketing are issues of greatest concern to you and your businesses.  To that end, I participated in a meeting organized by Councilman Bill Henry to discuss the issue of trash and how we as a community – businesses and residents alike – can work together to minimize the overflowing trash cans, illegal dumping and littering that occurs up and down the York Road corridor.  An immediate action item came out of that meeting – to replace the green cans on the corridor as they are not compatible with the City trash liners.  Liners that do not fit are one of the causes of overflowing trashcans and cans that have debris in the bottom of them.  The City will replace the trashcans and the GBA will pay for the liners in order to move this project along quickly.  Also, as an FYI, the City is supposed to be picking up trash from the curbside trash receptacles twice a day – once in the morning (before 10am) and once later in the day.  If the trashcan outside your business is not being picked up by 10am and again later in the day, I ask that you call 311 and report the incident.  You should make this call every day during which the trash is not picked up twice daily.  The City has indicated that these 311 reports are tracked and will help them determine the extent of the trash problem.  Please do not assume that someone else will make the call: if you know that the trash has not been picked up twice in any one business day, call 311 immediately to report the issue.   I appreciate your diligence in this matter.


For your reference I have attached two informational items – one from the Health Department and one from Baltimore Housing Code Inspection to assist you in understanding the laws regarding trash disposal.  Please take a moment to review them to ensure that your business is in compliance.  We have asked Code Enforcement to be diligent in citing those businesses (and residences) not in compliance. 


Lastly, the next GBA meeting is scheduled for January 11, 8:30am at Jerry’s Belvedere.  All business owners (or their designee) are welcome.  I hope that you will consider joining us for the meeting as I look forward to meeting more of you in person.  If you have questions about the business survey, trash and/or any other issues, please feel free to contact me at 443-691-1794 or mjohnson611@comcast.net. 

Thank you, in advance, for support and Happy Holidays to you and yours.

Warm regards,

Maria T. Johnson

Maria T. Johnson, President 
Govanstowne Business Association

P.O. Box 39278, Baltimore, Maryland 21212

Fax: 410-358-9833
