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The Stones of Tears
Project Objective –

The objective of Chief Nana Kweku Egyir Gyepi III and the SUCARDIF Organization is to raise public knowledge and awareness of the Slave Castles dungeons of Ghana West Africa, their significance in history of time and have them recognized as the last remaining monuments of our pass History the slave trade on African soil. It is called Project Never we  Forget.


This objective is best met by the completion of a three-phase project that would include the publication of a book and other educational materials, a nationwide tour of the castle artifacts and a documentary of the current ‘restoration’ taking place under great criticism.  This three-phase project is called “The Stones of Tears”. Ultimately, the completion of this endeavor will result in a better public understanding of slavery’s global impact and open the door to healing political relationships in the future.

The Stones of Tears

Project Mission Statement-

The slave castles of Ghana, West Africa have long stood as silent monuments to one of history’s saddest legacies – the intercontinental slave trade.  Their stones reflect the undeniable horror and injustice that results when humans are treated as chattel. The castles were made from bricks of clay, forming mammoth impenetrable walls, housing captured men and women, sealing their fates and sealing them off from all they knew and loved.  The result is now history; a painful prick at the conscience of those who dare to remember what historians would choose to forget.  But still the castles stand in quiet testimony of a truth that can no longer be ignored.

Ironically, these castles were originally erected to protect the borders of the Ghanaian coast.  Later, they served as holding stations for the very people who built them - used to house human cargo before shipping them to Europe and the Americas.

They were built solid – with walls 14 feet thick – by African laborers who knew and understood their vile purpose.  The mortar and clay mixed with the tears shed by those workers who daily cut and smoothed the bricks. Their sorrow would forever be a part of each and every stone – these stones of tears. 

The mission of Chief Gypei III, is that the (SUCARDIF) Sankofa United Continent Africa Roots Development International Family Association) NGO in Ghana Organizing Africans around the world and the Ghanaian people is a simple one – to preserve the slave castles dungeons of Ghana just as it is, and acknowledge their place in posterity of our pass History, and through that knowledge, build a bridge for healing the wounds inflicted globally by the institution of world Africa slavery. 


The chief, along with his supporters and the people of West Africa, plan to establish a monument on the shores of Ghana in Cape Coast that will stand 777 feet high jet black in remembrance of the life, legacy and evolutionary triumphs of the African Diaspora. This symbol of healing, called The Tower of Return, will be a new monument dedicated to the ideals of solidarity and goodwill.  It will be the gateway of return, welcoming and embracing our displaced brothers and sisters, and a monument that will speak to our collective consciousness to never devalue human life of any kind.  We are writing a new history – one that will honor the past and carry us into the future.

Stones of Tears

Book Outline

I.  The Dark Ages of the Kings on the Atlantic Gold Coast: 


The Gold Coast and the Business of global trade

The African Gold Coast, Cape Coast formal capital rich with natural resources and precious gems was seen as fair game for many foreign powers.  The Europeans grew wealthy from its shores as African kings profited as well, pocketing the favors of import merchants.


To all Africans it is very important for you open this website and see thing for your self. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gold_Coast_(British_colony) 

The Arrival of the Portuguese

Friendly trade agreements with the Portuguese lead to the Gold Coast, becoming a world leader in global trade.  However, as new worlds emerge and America demands laborers for its fields, the Portuguese find more profit in the selling of human beings than rice and beans.  A trade ‘triangle’ is established leaving Africans and a once friendly alliance at risk.

The Building of the Castles

The mighty fortresses were built in 1471 at the request of the Portuguese businessman in order to insure the safekeeping of all their trade investments.  African laborers did the work.  


The Fall of the Asante Empire

Breakdown in trade, fall of the economy and the onset of colonization.

II. Africa’s Role in the Slave Trade: Kidnapped, Captured or Sold

The Definition of Slavery

One of the most painful aspects confronting the people of the Diaspora is the possibility of being sold into slavery by their own ancestral kinsman.  Here we will look at how such a travesty takes place. The outbreak of many civil wars along the western coast and the willingness of the Portuguese to profit, selling the captured into slavery.  Did African kings know what they were selling fellow Africans into?  The Portuguese definition of slavery, American and European definitions compared to those of the Africans themselves. The first contact between Europe and the Gold Coast, dates from 1470,  when a party of Portuguese landed. In 1482, the Portuguese built Elmina Castle as a permanent trading base Cape Coast being the capitle. The first recorded English trading voyage to the coast was made by Thomas Windham in 1553. During the next three centuries, the English, Portuguese, Swedish, Danes, Dutch and Germans controlled various parts of the coastal areas. www.mafaa.com 

The Value of a Man

   
Can human chattel be ‘fair trade’?  Human Beings in the market place.  Selling away a family, selling away a future.  Losing generations of people.  A disappearing population.  A realistic look at the numbers. The alarming status quo.

The Africa Left Behind

Changes in Ghana after the great Diaspora.  The economy, the family.  Civil government.  Rebuilding a divided nation.

III. From Forts to Castles 


The Forgotten Monuments of the Ghanaian Coast

A century later, progress is still slow and the colonization has led to political chaos.  Now empty vessels, the slave castles stand as a constant reminder of loss and civil unrest to Africa’s young and idealistic leaders.   African American is also seeking answers to painful questions as many travel ‘home’ for the first time.


The European Preservation Effort

Viewed as structures too harsh and painful to see, foreign governments plot to downplay the significance of the castles. Unable to change history, European factions seek to ‘whitewash’ it by establishing a campaign to ‘preserve’ the castles.  Parts are destroyed, thrown into the sea or stolen and carted to Europe. 


The Restoration of a Legacy

Chief Nana Gyepi’s campaign to save the castles.  Retrieving what was stolen and cast away.  The restoration team.  A Legacy in Stone.


III. From Castles to Monuments


Their True Place in History 

Researching a painful past.  Nana Gyepi’s odyssey to restore his the castles.  The African Holocaust.  Monument of the Mind - changing people’s perception about the castles by the sea of Cape Coast Ghana. 

Preserving a Painful Legacy

The need for us to move on with our lives. Lifting the collective consciousness of our displaced brothers of the Diaspora.  Embracing our history.


Planning A New Tomorrow for Ghana

IV. The Akan Society: The Reconstruction of a People


A Step Toward Solidarity Within Africa


Bridging Nations and Cultures


Reconciliation: Africans Forgiving Africans


Seeing the Light:  Uniting All Africans

V. Stones Of Tears


The SUCARDIF Organization


The People of Ghana and the Preservation of the Stones


The Tower of Return monument must be build by the hands of all Africans this is call give or be part of it little or big is Good for the Project. God bless us all.

