The Shepherd and the Sheep
As a young boy I remember the day when a little girl was missing in our neighborhood. It was a stormy and rainy day.  A group of people set out to search for her.  I was too little to join the search party but I was so glad that my dad was part of the search.  Time went by and the day neared night.  Darkness had set in but there was still a glimmer of light.  Just as many were having to leave and needing to return to their homes, my dad decided that he would look a little longer. Then sure enough, he heard a timid voice from over in the valley in a large ditch where she had fallen.  Lost but found.  Almost dark, but yet light. Among the silent cry came a peaceful caring voice which brought the child safely to her home and back into the hands of her loving mother and father.  When I heard this, I was so very happy and proud of my dad. But after so many years, I came to understand the real picture. My Heavenly Father is the Great Shepherd that found me.
Yes this is a real and true story.  However the greater truth is that
Jesus Christ cares even more than we can imagine for all of us. He will not lose any sheep.  He will always find us even when in the dark and bring us to safety.  He is the light of the world.  He is our comforter and redeemer. How wonderful to know that Jesus is the Shepherd and we are His Sheep.   Even death itself is only but a shadow when we are in God’s hands.  Let us not worry about the paths that we walk, nor where the road ends and begins.  It never ends with Jesus.  The Shepherd’s heart is to lead, guide, and save. Even when the ultimate valley comes, He is right there to find us, carry us, and make us lay down in green pastures among the still waters.
Psalm 23 – The Lord is my Shepherd I shall not want.  Read this passage with a new understanding. We are just like that little girl who was lost but found.  There is always a glimmer of light.  Jesus is that light.  Can you think of a time when you experienced or saw the provisional care of God?  I can think of King David who trusted in the ultimate King!  If an earthly King can trust the greatest of all Kings, Jesus Christ, we certainly should place our trust in Jesus too! 
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