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 Wrapping It Up
! God is pleased when we help those who are down and out, experi-
encing problems and difficulties in their lives.  He is not pleased when
we seek to benefit ourselves from their misfortune.
! Call on someone to lead the class in prayer.

Faith at Home
Lead your family to think about

people in your community who are
“down and out,” experiencing problems
which give them a feeling of
helplessness and hopelessness.  Are
there some churches or non-profits in
your area that seek to help people like
that?  Are there ways your family could
get involved in helping?

Teacher’s Toolbox 
Getting your class into God's Word 

and God's Word into your class 
 ExcitingBibleStudy.com Bible Series 

Obadiah
March 22, 2015

Prepared by David Williams
PO Box 628, Liberty, TX  77575     972-814-5378            
davidwilliams@ExcitingBibleStudy.com

© 2015 David Williams.  Thank you for using Teacher’s Toolbox.  Except in the case of individual subscrip-
tions, when a church or individual purchases Teacher’s Toolbox, a church license is granted.  Teacher’s
Toolbox may be freely duplicated for use in the purchaser’s church and in any small groups or classes
sponsored by that church.  Permission is granted to share a sample with someone from another church once,
but Teacher’s Toolbox may not be provided to persons in another church on a regular basis.  

HOW TO USE TEACHER’S TOOLBOX:  Make a four-page folded teacher’s leaflet from the first two sheets
by printing two-sided (or by putting the blank sides together).  The other two sheets are for duplicating,
displaying, distributing, or otherwise using as called for in the lesson plan.

Faith at Home – A specific application of today’s Bible passage to
family life, to be used for individual reflection, family discussion, or class activity.

 Getting Started
What comes to mind?
! What is the first visual image that comes to mind when you hear the
word "prophet"?  Wait for responses.  Members may suggest modern-
day predictors of the future, or Psychic Network counselors, or robed and
bearded cartoon characters.
! In the Bible, prophets were those who spoke the Word of God. 
sometimes they were foretellers of the future, but always they were
"forth-tellers," speaking forth God's message to the people.
! Then, as now, there were false prophets who claimed to speak the
truth but spoke only their own thoughts and ideas.  How could you
tell a false prophet from a true prophet of God?  The true prophet's
prophecies always (without exception) came true.  One incorrect
prediction was all it took to expose a bogus prophet.
! In addition to the major prophets (such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel
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and Daniel), the Old Testament includes 12 "minor prophets."  They
are not of "minor" importance, but their writings are simply shorter
than those of the "major prophets."  The Hebrew Bible put the
writings of all twelve into one book, The Book of the Twelve.  Most of
the minor prophets are not mentioned outside the book that bears
their name.
! Have members find the minor prophets (Hosea through Malachi) at the
end of the Old Testament in their Bibles.  As members call out the names
of the books, list them in order on the chalkboard: Hosea; Joel; Amos;
Obadiah; Jonah; Micah; Nahum; Habakkuk; Zephaniah; Haggai; Zecha-
riah; Malachi.
! Give each person a copy of Item 1, which has data on each of the minor
prophets, taken from the Holman Bible Handbook and Holman Bible
Dictionary, two excellent resources every Bible teacher should have.
! Circle “Obadiah” on the chalkboard.  Have someone read aloud what
Item 1 says about Obadiah: 

“Yahweh’s Servant.” 
End of Sixth Century B.C.  Judah.  
God’s rule is shown by judgment on Edom.

! The theme of this brief, one-chapter book is that proud Edom
would be destroyed by God because she stood by and watched Israel’s
destruction.

 Exploring God's Word
Monologue
! Enlist someone to present the
following monologue (give them a
copy of Item 2).

Obadiah's Monologue

My name is Obadiah, which means
"servant of the Lord."  I prophesied in
the land of Judah long ago.  

I was a man of few words.  You will
find my book to be brief: just one
chapter containing 21 verses.  But what
little I had to say was important enough

to be included in the Bible, so I hope
you'll pay attention to it.

You may wonder what something
written hundreds of years ago has to
do with you.  Just remember that God
does not change.  If we will learn how
God has dealt with people in the past,
we can better understand how He is
dealing with people in the present.

My prophecy was primarily directed
at Edom, a neighbor of Jerusalem that
took part in Babylon's conquest and
looting of Jerusalem.  That act of vio-
lence did not surprise anyone.  Judah
and Edom had been enemies for centu-
ries, even though they were close rela-
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tives.  The Edomites were descendants
of Esau, the twin brother of Jacob or
Israel.

The message of my prophecy was
that God is just and punishes those
who take advantage of others during
their time of distress.  How's that for a
timely truth for your day, when people
are looking out for themselves at the
expense of other people?  Don't you
think you could learn something from a
prophecy about one group of people
being cruel to another group of peo-
ple?  Then listen, and learn.

Question and answer
! Have someone read aloud
Obadiah 1-4.
! Who had the vision?  (Obadiah) 
Obadiah means "servant of the
Lord."
! Who gave the message?  (the
Sovereign Lord)
! To what nation was the mes-
sage addressed?  (Edom)  Edom
was a neighbor of Judah and dis-
tant relatives of the Jewish peo-
ple, having descended from Esau
the twin brother of Jacob or Is-
rael.
! What was the basic sin of that
nation?  (pride of the heart)
! What was the promised pun-
ishment?  (be made small, utterly
despised, brought down)

Calling out words and phrases
! Have someone read aloud
Obadiah 5-21.

! Ask volunteers to call out words
and phrases that indicate how com-
plete Edom's destruction would be.
! Ask volunteers to call out words
and phrases that indicate the reason
for God's destruction of Edom.
! Have members look at verses
12-14 and identify specific ways
the Edomites took advantage of the
Israelites during their crisis.  Point
out how the tables would be turned
on Edom (verses 19-21).

 Making It Personal
Group discussion
! Edom had unjustly taken ad-
vantage of Judah when she was
being attacked by the Babylo-
nians.  As a result, God promised
to punish Edom.
! In what ways do people in our
society and culture sometimes
take advantage of others when
they are already down?  Let the
class discuss this for several min-
utes, giving specific examples.
! What would be a more positive
approach for us as Christians to
take toward people who are hav-
ing difficulties?  Let the class dis-
cuss.
! What are some specific actions
that we might take as a class as a
result of this lesson? Let the class
suggest several.  Then lead them to
agree to take at least one action as
a class by a certain date.  Enlist
persons to lead the effort.



Obadiah March 22, 2015     Bible Series Item 1

Major Messages from Minor Prophets

Hosea: "Salvation."  About 745 B.C.  Judah.  God's love is constant and
stubborn.

Joel: "Yahweh is God."  Possibly Ninth Century B.C., or Sixth Century
B.C.  Judah.  Sin is great and serious; judgment had to come.

Amos: "A Load, or Burden."  About 750 B.C.  Israel.  Israel's sin and that
of their neighbors was full and judgment was near.

Obadiah: "Yahweh's Servant."  End of Sixth Century B.C.  Judah.  God's
rule is shown by judgment on Edom.

Jonah: "Dove, Son of Truth."  About 750 B.C.  Nineveh, capital of As-
syria.  God cared about Nineveh, too.

Micah: "Who Is Like the Lord?"  Eighth Century B.C.  Judah.  Justice and
mercy are more important than sacrifice.

Nahum: "Comfort, Encourage."  Between 663 and 612 B.C.  Judah. 
God's wrath was revealed in the destruction of Nineveh.

Habakkuk: "To Embrace."  About 605 B.C.  Judah.  The trials of faith
must be patiently endured.

Zephaniah: "The Lord Hides or Protects."  Between 630 and 621 B.C. 
Judah.  The Day of the Lord's wrath is coming.

Haggai: "Festive."  Between the sixth and ninth month of 520 B.C. 
Judah.  God's people must put aside selfishness and fear in order to give
God priority and accomplish His will.

Zechariah: "Yahweh Remembered."  520-518 B.C.  Judah.  Attempt
great things for God, especially rebuilding the temple.

Malachi: "My Messenger."  After 450 B.C.  Judah.  God still loved His
people, but demanded their honor, respect, and faithfulness.
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Obadiah's Monologue

My name is Obadiah, which means "servant of the

Lord."  I prophesied in the land of Judah long ago.  

I was a man of few words.  You will find my book

to be brief: just one chapter containing 21 verses.  But

what little I had to say was important enough to be

included in the Bible, so I hope you'll pay attention to

it.

You may wonder what something written

hundreds of years ago has to do with you.  Just

remember that God does not change.  If we will learn

how God has dealt with people in the past, we can

better understand how He is dealing with people in the

present.
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My prophecy was primarily directed at Edom, a

neighbor of Jerusalem that took part in Babylon's

conquest and looting of Jerusalem.  That act of violence

did not surprise anyone.  Judah and Edom had been

enemies for centuries, even though they were close

relatives.  The Edomites were descendants of Esau, the

twin brother of Jacob or Israel.

The message of my prophecy was that God is just

and punishes those who take advantage of others

during their time of distress.  How's that for a timely

truth for your day, when people are looking out for

themselves at the expense of other people?  Don't you

think you could learn something from a prophecy about

one group of people being cruel to another group of

people?  Then listen, and learn.


