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also point to spiritual truths, such
as the “sign” of turning water into
wine to show that Jesus is offering
us a new kind of abundant life.
" gifts – The special types of em-
powerment given to believers by
the Holy Spirit for the building up
of the Body of Christ.

Reviewing the passage
! Ask learners to state in their own
words what the writer is telling us
in Hebrews 2:1-4.  Let someone
start, but allow others to jump in to
add to or clarify.  
! After several have spoken, ask
the class to work together to sum-
marize the teaching of this passage
in exactly 15 words.  
! The writer of the Book of He-
brews is using a common Jewish
form of debate, arguing from the
lesser to the greater.  If it is im-
portant to obey the Word of God
given through angels (and it is),
and if Jesus is greater than an-
gels (and He is), then it is even
more important to obey the
Word of God given through
Jesus.  It also holds true that the
gospel (salvation) is a greater
word from God than the law.

 Making It Personal
Group discussion
! Use the following questions to
guide a group discussion.
" A boat or ship drifts because of
outside influences, such as the tide,
wind, and waves.  What are some
outside influences that can cause a
society or culture or nation to drift
spiritually?
" The drifting of a boat or ship can
be prevented by using anchors. 
What are some anchors that can
keep a society or culture or nation
from drifting spiritually?
" Once spiritual drifting begins in
a society or culture or nation, what
can be done to stop it?
" What are some ways that indi-
viduals might start drifting spiritu-
ally because of external influ-
ences?  That is, what are some of
those influences that can cause
people to drift?
" What can we do to stop drifting
when we see that happening in our
own lives?
" Why is the gospel (the good
news of salvation by grace through
faith in Jesus Christ) a better an-
chor than law (keeping rules about
how to live a good life)?

 Wrapping It Up
! Lead the class to spend some
time thanking God for the good
news of salvation He has given us
through Jesus Christ.

Faith at Home
Ask family members to tell how

the gospel (good news of salvation)
motivates them to live for Jesus.
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 Getting Started
Word association
! Display Item 2, or write the word “DRIFTING” on the chalkboard.  Go
around the room, asking each person to tell the first word that comes to
their mind when they hear the word “drifting,” but encourage them to try
to say a word that has not already been used.  You may want to repeat the
word “drifting” from time to time to keep the class focused on that word,
rather than on other words that have been mentioned.
! Ask the following questions, waiting for one or a few responses to each:
" What’s good about drifting?
" What’s bad about drifting?
" What causes drifting?
" What prevents drifting?
" What is spiritual drifting, what causes it, and what prevents it?
! Ask the class to turn to Hebrews 2:1-4 to learn more about drifting.
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 Exploring God's Word
Getting the context
! In the first chapter of He-
brews, the writer has explained
that God had spoken to His peo-
ple in the past at various times
and in various ways, particularly
through the prophets and
through angels, although we can
also see in the Bible examples of
God speaking through dreams,
visions, miracles, and even an
audible voice.  
   But, in these last days, the
writer says, God has now spoken
through His Son, Jesus Christ,
which is much superior to speak-
ing through prophets or angels
or any other means.  God’s reve-
lation of Himself through His
Son is the ultimate revelation
and must be given priority over
all other types of revelation.  His
emphasis is that Jesus is greater
than angels.
   Now, in chapter 2, the writer
draws the conclusion that since
God’s Son is superior to angels,
we ought to pay closer attention
to the message of Jesus than to
the law which was given by God
through angels.  
   Let’s look at Hebrews 2:1-4 to
see how the writer makes that
point.

Writing out a passage
! This is a brief passage, shorter

than most used for a lesson.  Take
advantage of that fact by having
learners write the passage, word
for word, on a sheet of paper.  Pro-
vide each person with pencil and
paper.
! Next, have each person choose
and underline what they consider
to be ten key words or phrases in
the passage.

Word explanations
! Give each person a copy of Item
1 which lists some words and
phrases in the passage with blank
space for taking notes.  Encourage
them to jot down key points as you
share with them about some of the
words in the passage.

" therefore – In the original lan-
guage, this is the first word of the
passage.  It signals that what these
verses say is based on the chapter
one argument and conclusion that
Jesus is superior to angels.
" pay more careful attention –
The phrase is an exhortation to not
only hear but to act on what we
have heard.  The word translated
“give attention to” was commonly
used to refer to the bringing of a
ship to land.  That’s especially in-
teresting considering the next
phrase.
" drift away – This phrase was
used of a ship drifting away from
land.  Combined with the previous
phrase, the image is that we need
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to dock our boat rather than letting
it drift back out to sea.  Drifting is
something that naturally occurs to
a ship unless something is done to
keep it from drifting.
" message spoken by angels –
According to rabbinic tradition in
the First Century and at least one
Old Testament passage (Deut.
33:2) and two New Testament pas-
sages (Acts 7:53; Gal. 3:19), God
used angels to give His law to
Moses and the Israelites.  Now we
see why chapter one was so careful
to show the superiority of the Son
of God to angels.  
" binding – The law, delivered by
God through angels, was binding. 
The Israelites were obligated to
observe the law.
" violation – Sins of commission,
those things the law says not to do
and we do them anyway.
" disobedience – Sins of omis-
sion, those things the law says to
do and we fail to do them.
" just punishment – The law it-
self prescribed what would happen
if it was violated or disobeyed. 
The word translated punishment
here is elsewhere translated re-
ward.  It is the just result of one’s
behavior, getting what one de-
serves.
" escape – Here the writer brings
down his hammer to make his
point: If violating or disobeying
the law which was given by God
through angels brings appropriate

punishment, how are we to escape
God’s wrathful response if we ne-
glect the word of salvation He has
spoken through His Son?  The im-
plied answer to this rhetorical
question is: We cannot escape.
" ignore – To neglect, to treat flip-
pantly, to be apathetic toward.
" salvation – The free gift of for-
giveness of sin and eternal life that
is offered through a relationship
with God made possible by the
sacrificial death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ.  The writer’s point is:
If law deserved our attention, how
much more does grace! 
" announced – How can we be
sure of salvation?  Jesus Himself –
who, you recall, is superior to an-
gels – announced the gospel, the
good news of salvation.
" confirmed – The good news was
confirmed by witnesses to Jesus’
life, death, and resurrection.
" testified – God verified the truth
of the good news proclaimed by
Jesus and confirmed by His fol-
lowers, He verified, endorsed, cor-
roborated what they said.  The ulti-
mate way He did this was by rais-
ing Jesus from the dead.  But there
were other ways, too.
" signs, wonders, miracles –
These three terms are very similar,
all referring to supernatural events
explained only by the direct inter-
vention of God.  “Signs” especially
refers to such events that are not
just displays of God’s power but 
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