o Why did the Lord see the need
for anew covenant? (the people
had not kept the old covenant)

o How would this new covenant be
different from the old covenant?
(it would be internal, written on
their minds and hearts; it would be
characterized by intimate fellow-
ship between the people and God;
it would include total and irrevoca-
ble forgiveness of sin)

o What is the point of verse 13?
(Thisis not an additional covenant
but a replacement covenant; the
old oneis obsolete and would soon
disappear. In70 A.D. thetemple
in Jerusalem was destroyed by the
Romans. Since that time there
have been no Jewish animal sacri-
fices. The old covenant disap-
peared, just as the Book of He-
brews said it would.)

i

® Through Jesus, God has of -
fered us something new, some-
thing better. No longer do we
haveto gotoatemplein Jerusa-
lem to wor ship God. No longer
do we have to go through some
human high priest who isjust as
sinful asweare. No longer do
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Group discussion

® Use the following questions to
guide a group discussion.

© Where does the old covenant —
God’ s law written on stone tablets
—come up short? Why isit inade-
quate?

© Why does trusting Jesus as Sav-
ior and Lord transform us inter-
nally in away that the old cove-
nant could not?

o0 What is the difference between
an unbeliever doing what God says
and a Christian doing what God
says? What isthe differencein
motivation? In behavior? In atti-
tude? In relationship with God?

Vﬁ\ Faith at Home

Lead your family in a discussion
of what separates Christianity from
other religions. Be sure to cover these
ideas: saved by grace through faith in
Jesus Christ, rather than by doing good
works to earn God'’s favor; the Holy
Spirit enters us and empowers us for
holy living; Jesus is alive and is coming
back; through Jesus we have a
personal relationship with God.

we haveto offer animal sacrifices, day after day and year after year,
to cover our sin. Jesus Christ, through His death on the cross, has
opened theway for usto beforgiven our sin and to have intimate

fellowship with God.

e Call on someone to lead the classin prayer.
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Thought question

® \Which isbetter, old or new? Wait for responses.

® | n some areas, we could make an argument that old is better —

per haps higher quality workmanship, better materials. Therewasa
used furniturestorein Maryville, Tenn., that once used thisastheir
theme song (display and read aloud Item 2):

“Old” doesn’t mean a thing, except that it’s seen more of life than you.
“Used” only means that someone el se wanted it, too.

Sometimes “ old” is better and “ used” is more comfortable.

Visit Williams Furniture, the“ old” and “ used” specialist

In Downtown Marwville.

® Sometimes old is better. Some peoplefill their homeswith antiques.
But we recognize that something new isusually better than something
old. Itisimproved and hasthe latest features. That’swhy people



rush to get the latest model of a smart phone, tablet, or computer.

® Today we are going to seethat the“ new is better than old” princi-
ple also appliesto God’s promises and covenants. If God offersto
update His relationship with people, then we don’t want to insist on
living in the past. Wewant to embrace the new thing that God is
making availableto us. Oncetherewasan old covenant, but God
promised He was going to make a new covenant with His people.
That new covenant is available to ustoday through Jesus Christ.

#o

Getting “the point”

® Have someone read aloud He-
brews 8:1-2. Write on the chalk-
board, “The point of what we are
saying isthis.”

® Herethewriter takesa deep
breath and says, “Here swhat
I’m getting at.” What does he
say isthe primary thrust of his
writing to that point? (“Wedo
have such a high priest”)

e \What kind of high priest does
he say we have? Refer learners
back to Hebrews 7:26-28 and have
them call out the qualifications of
the kind of high priest we need,
which is exactly the kind of high
priest we have in Jesus Christ.
(holy; blameless; pure; set apart
from sinners; exalted above the
heavens; not having to offer sacri-
ficesfor his own sins; having of -
fered himself as a once-for-all sac-
rifice for the people; perfect; for-
ever)

® \What do thesetwo versestell
us about where Jesusis and what
Heisdoing today? (sat down at

the right hand of the throne of the
Majesty in heave, serving in the
sanctuary, the true tabernacle set
up by the Lord)

® The earthly tabernacleisonly
arepresentation of the heavenly
taber nacle where Jesus ministers
continuously.

Charting a passage

® Erase the chalkboard and divide
it into two columns. Head the left
column, “Earthly Tabernacle.”
Head the right column, “Heavenly
Tabernacle.”

® Have someone read aloud He-
brews 8:3-6.

® |n the left column, write the
words “copy” and “shadow.” In
the right column, write, “the real
thing.”

Contrasting the inferior to the
superior

® Just as he has been doing since
the opening chapter of thisbook,
thewriter of Hebrewsis making
a casethat Christianity issupe-
rior to Judaism:

o Judaism hasthewritten word

of God; Christianity hasthe liv-
ing Word of God.

0 Judaism hasthe prophets
through whom God spoke;
Christianity has God speaking
through Hisown Son.

0 Judaism looksto angelsasthe
closest thing to God; Christianity
recognizes angels are created
beings sent to serve but Jesusis
the Son sent toreign.

© Judaism has a high priest who
sinsand who dies; Christianity
has Jesus Christ, the great high
priest, who never sinned and
conquered death to liveforever.
© Judaism has giftsand sacri-
fices offered repeatedly to cover
sin; Christianity has Jesus offer -
ing Himself asthe ultimate sacri-
ficeto totally pay the sin penalty
once and for all.

0 Judaism hasthe earthly taber-
nacle; Christianity hasthe heav-
enly tabernacle after which the
earthly tabernacle was modeled.
© Judaism has the covenant of
law; Christianity hasthe new
covenant which is better,
founded on better promises.

® Have someone read aloud He-
brews 7:22 and 8:6-7.

Comparing a New Testament pas-
sage with an Old Testament pas-
sage

® Have |learners find Jeremiah
31:31-34 and follow along as you
read aloud the quotation of that

passage in Hebrews 8:8-13.

® Then switch and have the class
follow along in Hebrews 8:8-13 as
you read aloud Jeremiah 31:31-34.
® Ask the classto tell similarities
and differences they noticed. They
may mention:

o In Jeremiah, God said the people
“broke my covenant though | was a
husband to them.” In Hebrews,
God said the people “did not re-
main faithful to my covenant, and |
turned away from them.”

o The Hebrews passage has an in-
troductory statement: “But God
found fault with the people and

o The Hebrews passage has a con-
cluding statement: “By calling this
covenant ‘new,’ he has made the
first one obsolete; and what is ob-
solete and aging will soon disap-
pear.”

Matching activity

® Give each person a pencil and a
copy of Item 1. Ask them to draw
lines connecting each phrase with
either “Old Covenant” or “New
Covenant.”

® Allow aminute or two, then
have them share their answers.

Questions and answers

® Ask the following questions,
waiting for responses.

o What did the Lord promise He
would do for Israel and Judah?
(make a new covenant with them)



A national covenant
A personal covenant
Written on stone tablets
Written on a person's heart
Covenant entered by birth
Entered by commitment
Continual sacrifices required
Sins forgiven completely
External
Internal
Can be broken
An eternal relationship
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Willtams Furniture Theme Song

“Old” doesn’t mean athing,
except that i1t’s seen more of life than you.

“Used” only means
that someone el se wanted it, too.

Sometimes “old” 1s better
and “used” 1s more comfortable.

Visit Williams Furniture,
the “old” and “used” specialist
In Downtown Maryville.



