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Introduction

It began as a thought, a dream, a vision with a strong passion that could not be quenched.  The young people of Nigeria must be educated to make a life changing decision that will result in prolonged health, a productive life, and an assurance of eternal life.  As statistics of the AIDS epidemic continue to soar high around the globe with over 40 million people estimated to be living with HIV/AIDS.  The writer felt the need to educate, and to empower young people to live responsible lives.  The response was “War on AIDS”!

Report:  War on AIDS Program

The continent of Africa has felt the impact of AIDS epidemics more than any other continent with over 28 million people living with HIV/AIDS. In Nigeria, the HIV infection was first diagnosed in 1986 in a sexually active 13-year-old girl.  Nigeria ranks second with actual number of people infected, in all African countries. 

 
The number of infected and affected victims continues to grow at an alarming rate.  There are people in churches, the writer knows and has ministered to personally, who have been diagnosed with this deadly disease.  People are dying everywhere…fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters, uncles, aunts, cousins, friends, and schoolmates.  The destructive effect on friends and families is very devastating.  And tragically innocent children suffer the most!   

On May 24 and 25 of 2005, War on AIDS program was launched with a huge rally among high school students of Benue State in Nigeria.  Benue state was selected to launch the first War on AIDS program because it has the largest number of HIV infections in Nigeria.  Each rally began with an opening prayer, then the campaign theme song:

“YES TO LIFE!

NO TO AIDS!

YOU CAN MAKE IT

IF YOU CHOOSE

CHOOSE LIFE AND LIVE

YOU CAN MAKE IT

I WILL MAKE IT, YES I WILL! YES I WILL!”

The students caught on quickly and enjoyed singing the song.  A presentation was then made, educating students on HIV/AIDS.  The gospel of Jesus Christ was also presented to them.  Next, an opportunity was given to them to pray to receive Jesus Christ as Savior and to take a “Vow of Virtue”.  

The team from the USA and the staff of Open Door Ministries visited six secondary schools, touching over 5,000 students.  When a call was made, the response was overwhelming.  Over 3,300 responded positively by praying the sinner’s prayer, and taking Vows of Virtue.  It was awesome! .  

The team spent a full day with about 152 pastors from various denominations sharing insights and principles for effective shepherding.  The vision of the War on AIDS program was shared with the pastors, with a challenge for them to join in the war and become active team players.  As the message of virtue is taken to secondary school students, and the pastors share the same message from their pulpits in their various villages, the entire state of Benue will soon be covered, reaching both parents and students.  

There are 274 secondary schools with a student population of 168,349, in Benue state of Nigeria.  Altogether, a total of 15,000 have been reached through the pilot rally and follow-up, but there are 153,349 yet to be reached.  In two years, EBM International and Open Door Ministries plan to cover the remaining schools in that state with the gospel and educational program on AIDS.  The students must be saved while they are young!  
As part of the program, the students who attended the program were surveyed for the following purposes:

1. To identify the level of HIV/AIDS infection among secondary school students including those personally affected.

2. To discover the level of HIV/AIDS education among secondary school students

3. To determine the best way to combat and prevent this deadly disease from spreading further.

Clarifications

The target group for this study is secondary school students.  The writer wanted the students to speak for themselves on the issue of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in Nigeria.  A total of 5,015 questionnaires were distributed among the students that attended the War on AIDS program.  After explaining the questions, the students were asked to write or circle all options that are applicable to them.  The questions are simple and easy to understand.

The number of questionnaires returned was 3,510, which represents 70% of the total number attending the program.  Of this number, 177 were considered invalid because the respondents failed to indicate their class and left more than 50 % of the questions unanswered. The total number of these invalid responses was subtracted from 3,510 returned responses, resulting in 3,333 valid returned responses.   These 3,333 valid responses constitute 66.5 percent of the total number attending the program.  The writer considers this number good enough for the purpose of this study.  The findings from these 3,333 responses are explained below.

Background Information About the Respondents.

The analysis of the background information of the respondents shows that the respondents included 550 of JSS1
, 651 of JSS2, 862 of JSS3, 607 of SSS1
, 542 of SSS2, and 121 of SSS3 making a total of 3,333 respondents.  Of this number 1,187 are male, 2,064 are female, and 82 did not indicate their gender.  Note: the number of SSS3 is low because in many of the schools visited, the seniors were taking final examinations.  Some were involved in sports, and others were sent away for not paying school fees.   

Results

Survey questions 3 to 5 aimed at identifying the level of HIV/AIDS infections among secondary school students including those personally affected.  Question 3 states, “Has anyone you know been diagnosed with HIV/AIDS?”  To this question, 1,122 respondents representing 36 percent of the total population surveyed answered, “Yes”.  This means that 36 percent of the total number surveyed has someone in the immediate or extended family who is HIV/AIDS positive.  In other words, one in three students is affected intimately by the HIV/AIDS epidemic.     

Also, it is shocking to the writer to discover that 166 respondents, representing 5 percent of those surveyed, admitted that they have been diagnosed with HIV/AIDS.  These students are courageous, even though no one can identify them because the survey was anonymous.  However, this response shows that one in 20 students is already infected.  That is scary!

Questions 6 and 7 were aimed at discovering the level of HIV/AIDS education among secondary school students.  It was intriguing to discover that 3,085 respondents, or 93 percent of the total population surveyed, have been taught something about HIV/AIDS.  Their sources of education include their parents, teachers, siblings, and friends.   The writer is particularly impressed that 1,523 respondents, or 46 percent, of those surveyed indicated that their teachers taught them about HIV/AIDS.  

Questions 8 to10 were aimed at determining the best way to combat and prevent this deadly disease.  The survey shows that 1,653 respondents or 50 percent of those surveyed believed that education and faith combined helped them to stay free from HIV/AIDS.   While 613 respondents, or 18 percent of the total population surveyed indicated that education helped change their behavior, 956 respondents or 29 percent indicated that their religion (faith) helped change their behavior.

The most encouraging response to this writer is that 3,266 respondents, representing 98 percent of the total population surveyed, indicated that they are willing to do whatever necessary to stay free from HIV/AIDS.  To the writer, that means, there is hope!  It is now up to the authorities to provide effective measures to adequately educate these students.

Origin and Prevention of the HIV/AIDS

In order to fight the ravaging effects of this preventable disease, the church and the society at large are using different approaches; such as educational awareness programs, humanitarian programs, and preventive programs like the use of condoms.   EBM International and Open Door Ministries have decided to adopt the faith-based approach with the message of abstinence using the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  It is the leadership conviction that any program designed to fight AIDS without the Gospel will lack the power to produce a lasting change.    

There are three humanistic theories about the origin of AIDS.  First, “it is believed that HIV came into the human population from one or more non-human primate species” 
, the African green monkey.  Second, Some believe that HIV is man-made. It is a biological weapon experiment that went bad
.  Third, many believe that HIV originated from the Gay community
.  

However, it is the writer’s belief that the AIDS epidemic is a continuation of Satan’s long war against God.   It is all about the battle for the souls of humanity.  It is the Devil’s tactics to divert the church’s attention from fulfilling the Great Commission.  His attempt is to get the church to focus on the humanitarian programs and neglect the spiritual life and needs of the people.  

The popular method of fighting HIV/AIDS is the use of condoms.  Government and non-governmental institutions are encouraging the distribution of condoms as a means of preventing the spread of this disease.  In the first place condom was not made to prevent ‘STD’ diseases. It is widely publicized that condoms work about 80-90% if used correctly and consistently.
  That means there is still 10 -20% chances that it will not work.  It is a surprise that people are buying into a methodology they know may fail.  Condoms are not a reliable solution to the problem of HIV/AIDS.  On the other hand, abstinence for the single individuals and faithfulness on the part of married couples is a sure way of staying free from the HIV/AIDS.

HIV/AIDS is preventable!  Generally, people contract HIV/AIDS through the exchange of body fluids, the use of intravenous drugs, or a blood transfusion.   If all donated blood is tested and free from any form of virus; people abstain from the use of illegal drugs; single people choose abstinence and married couples remain faithful to their partners… then, HIV/AIDS will be a thing of the past. 

A person’s view of reality can control his behavior, so the most guaranteed way of changing behavior is to change the person’s view of life.  As long as a person believes that it is permissible to satisfy sexual desire with any available partner, the person will continue to be vulnerable to the HIV/AIDS; and when the person become infected, he or she will spread it to others.  

Conclusion

The writer believes strongly that a major change in an individual’s behavior is the only effective solution to the AIDS epidemic in Nigeria.  While educational programs can help students to understand the what, why and how of HIV/AIDS, the students’ religious faith helps them the most to develop moral conviction to change. Both education and faith are the two necessary components for a lasting change in behavior.  

The students who have moral convictions based on their religious faith are most likely to experience a lasting change in behavior rather than their counterparts who do not have religious faith.  The Apostle Paul said,  “The gospel is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth;” (Romans 1:15-16).  The gospel has the power to change a person’s view of life.   A lasting change in behavior can only occur when the person has experienced personal transformation of heart.  That is the motivation for the War on AIDS program!

The probability of producing a more lasting result is very high when the educational program is combined with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Students will receive immediate knowledge to combat HIV/AIDS, along with the opportunity to hear the gospel and to make a life changing decision that can result in prolonged health, productive life, and assurance of eternal life.  This is what we want to do with the War on AIDS program—a preventative and care program—combining educational and spiritual therapy for the healing of the body and soul of humanity.

Below see the analysis of the survey.

Table 1. Analysis of The Schools and Number of Students That Attended the War on AIDS Rally

	School Name
	Enrollment
	Attended Rally
	Survey Returned
	% of attendees
	# that took Vow of virtue
	% of Attendees

	Government Girls College
	1,312
	1,180
	960
	81%
	900
	72%

	Government Model Secondary School
	1,914
	1,067
	699
	65.5%
	622
	58.2%

	ECWA Secondary School
	773
	684
	560
	81.87%
	434
	63.45%

	Padopas Harmony Secondary School
	1,478
	368
	297
	80.7%
	298
	80.97%

	Aveco  Model Secondary School
	1,200
	1,259
	671
	53.29%
	715
	56.79%

	Tilly Gyado College
	970
	457
	323
	70.67%
	342
	74.83%

	Total
	7,647
	5,015
	3,510
	70%
	3,311
	66%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


QUESTIONNAIRE FOR JUNIOR AND SENIOR SECONDARY STUDENTS

MAKURDI, BENUE STATE—NIGERIA.

ALL CORRESPONDENCE WILL BE HANDLED IN CONFIDENCE.

INSTRUCTION:  Please write or circle all that are applicable.

PART I: 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION ABOUT THE RESPONDENT

1. I am in grade: JSS1-550; JSS2-651; JSS3-862; SSS1-607; SSS2-542; SSS3-121 Total 3,333

2. My gender is (a) Male –1,187;  (b) Female—2,064; No response—82 

PART II: 
GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT HIV/AIDS

Identify the level of HIV/AIDS infection among secondary school students including those that is affected.

3. Has anyone you know been diagnosed with HIV/AIDS?  (a) Yes—1,122  (b) No—2,211

4. If yes, who is the person to you?  (a) Mother—68 (b) Father—85  (c) Sibling—112  (d) Aunt—227 (e) Uncle—192 (f) Other—1,940

5. Have you been diagnosed with HIV/AIDS?  (a) Yes—166   (b) NO—3,162

Discover the level of HIV/AIDS education among secondary school students.

6. Have you been taught anything about HIV/AIDS?  (a) Yes—3,085  (b) N O—248 

7. Who taught you about HIV/AIDS? (a) Parent—967  (b) Teacher—1,523 (c) Sibling—85 (d) Friend—208  (e) Other—443 

Determine the best way of combating and preventing this deadly but preventable disease.

8. What do you believe has helped you to stay free from HIV/AID?        

(a) Education program—722 (b) My religion (Faith)—724 (c) A and B—1,653 (d) I do not know—209 

9. What do you believe has helped change your behavior?                                              

(a) Education program—613 (b) My religion (Faith)—956 (c) A and B—1,624 (d) I do not know—125 

10. Are you willing to do whatever necessary to stay free from HIV/AIDS? (a) Yes—3,266 (b) NO—67 

Thank you very much for taking the time to complete this survey.

War on AIDS Programme

Open Door Ministries, Inc.

P.O. Box 615, Makurdi, Benue State—Nigeria

May 24 and 25, 2005

� JSS stands for Junior Secondary School—(1st Year, 2nd Year, and 3rd Year).


� SSS stands for Senior Secondary School—(1st Year, 2nd Year, and 3rd Year).


� Randy Shilts, And the Band Played on, Politics, People, and the AIDS Epidemic (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1987), 117.


� Ibid., 425.


� F. Largartd Smith, Sodom’s Second Coming (What You Need to Know About the Deadly Homosexual Assault), (Oregon: Harvest House Publishers, 1993), 12


� See “The ABCs of AIDS Prevention,” Christian Connection for the International Health (online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ccih.org" ��www.ccih.org�). Issue 13…March 2003, page 4
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