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CHAPTER VIII.

WHAT OTHER ACTS WERE DONE BY AGRIPPA UNTIL
HIS DEATH; AND AFTER WHAT MANNER HE DIED.

1. Waen Agrippa had finished what I have
above related at Berytus, he removed to Tiberias, a
city of Galilee. Now he was in great esteem among
other kings. Accordingly there came to him An-
tiochus, king of Commagena, Sampsigeramus, king
of Emesa, and Cotys, who was king of the Lesser
Armenia, and Polemo, who was king of Pontus, as
also Herod his brother, who was king of Chaleis.
All these he treated with agreeable entertainments,
and after an obliging manner, and so as to exhibit the
greatness of his mind, and so as to appear worthy
of those respects which the kings paid to him, by
coming thus to see him. However, while these
kings staid with him, Marcus, the president of Syria,
came thither. So the king, in order to preserve the
respect that was due to the Romans, went out of
the city to meet him, as far as seven furlongs. But
this proved to be the beginning of a difference be-
tween him and Marcus ; for he took with him in his
chariot those other kings as his assessors. But
Marcus had a suspicion what the meaning could be
of so great a friendship of these kings one with
another, and did not think so close an agreement of
so many potentates to be for the interest of the Ro-
mans. He therefore sent some of his domestics to
every one of them, and enjoined them to go their
ways home without further delay. This was very
ill taken by Agrippa, who after that became his
enemy. And now he took the high priesthood away
from Matthias, and made Elioneus, the son of Can-
theras, high priest in his stead.

Now when Agrippa had reigned three years
over all Judea, he came to the city Cesarea, which
was formerly called Strato’s Tower; and there he
exhibited shows in honour of Ceesar, upon his being

* We bave a mighty cry made here by some critics, as if the
great Eusebius had on purpose falsified this account of Jose-
phus, 80 as to make it agree with the parallel account in the
Acts of the Apostles, because the present copiesof his citation
of it, Hist. Eccles. B. 1. ch. x., omit the words Bov€ava—éme
axowiov rivos, i. e. an owl—on a certain rope, which Jose-
phus’s present copies retain, and only have the explicatory
word dyyshov, or angel ; as if he meant that angel of the
Lord which St, Luke mentions as smiting Herod, Aets xii. 23,
and not that owl which Josephus called an angel or messenger,
Sormerily of good, but now of bad news, to Agrippa. This
accusation is a somewhat strange one in the case of the great
Eusebius, who is known to have so accurately and faithfully
produced a vast number of other ancient records, and particu-
larly not a few out of our Josephus also, without any suspicion
of prevarication. Now, not to allege how uncertain we are
whether Josephus’s and Eusebius’s copies of the fourth century
were just like the present in this clause, which we have no
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informed that there wasa certain festival celebrated
to make vows for his safety. At which festival a
great multitude was gotten together of the principal
persons, and such as were of dignity through his
province. On the second day of which shows he
put on a garment made wholly of silver, and of a
contexture truly wonderful, and came into the the-
atre early in the morning ; at which time the silver
of his garment being illuminated by the fresh re-
flection of the sun’s rays upon it, shone out after a
surprising manner, and was so resplendent as to
spread a horror over those that looked intently upon
him ; and presently his flatterers cried out, one from
one place, and another. ffom another, (though not for
his good,) that he was a god; and they added, ¢ Be
thou merciful to us; for although we have hitherto
reverenced thee only as a man, yet shall we hence-
forth own thee as superior to mortal nature.” Upon
this the king did neither rebuke them, nor reject
their impious flattery. But as he presently after-
ward looked up, he saw an owl * sitting on a cer-
tain rope over his head, and immediately understood
that this bird was the messenger of ill tidings, as it
had once been the messenger of good tidings to him ;
and fell into the deepest sorrow. A severe pain
also arose in his belly, and began in a most violent
manner. He therefore looked upon his friends, and
said, “ I, whom you call a god, am commanded
presently to depart this life ; while Providence thus
reproves the lying words you just now said to me ;
and I, who was by you called immortal, am imme-
diately to be hurried away by death. But I am
bound to accept of what Providence allots, as it
pleases God ; for we have by no means lived ill,
but in a splendid and happy manner.” When he
said this, his pain was become violent. Accordingly
he was carried into the palace, and the rumour went
abroad every where, that he would certainly die in
a little time. But the multitude presently sat in
sackcloth, with their wives and children, after the

distinet evidence of, the following words, preserved still in Eu-
sebius, will not admit of any such exposition : * This [bird]
(says Eusebius) Agrippa presently perceived to be the cause of
ill fortune, as it was once of good fortune, to him ;*’ which can
only belong to that bird, the ow!, which as it had formerly
foreboded his happy deliverance from imprisonment, Antiq. B.
X VIIIL. ch. vi. sect. 7, so was it then foretold to prove after-
ward the unhappy forerunzer of his death in five days’ time.
If the improper words signifying cause, be changed for Jose-
phus’s proper word &yyehov, angel or messenger, and the fore-
going words, fovBra—ime axowiov Twos, be inserted, Euse-
bius’s text will truly represent that in Josephus. Had this
imperfection been in some heathen author that was in good
esteem with our modern critics, they would have readily cor-
rected these as barely errors in the copies; but being in an
ancient Christian writer, not so well relished by many of those
critics, nothing will serve but the ill-grounded supposal of
wilful corruption and prevarication.
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law of their country, and besought God for the king’s
recovery. All places were also full of mourning
and lamentation. Now the king rested in a high
chamber, and as he saw them ‘below lying prostrate
on the ground, he could not himself forbear weeping.
And when he had been quite worn out by the pain
in his belly for five days, he departed this life, being
in the fifty-fourth year of his age, and in the seventh
year of his reign; for he reigned four years under
Caius Cesar, three of them were over Philip’s te-
trarchy only, and on the fourth he had that of Herod
added to it; and he reigned, besides those, three
years under the reign of Claudius Cesar; in which
time he reigned over the forementioned countries,
and also had Judea added to them, as well as Sa.
maria and Cesarea. The revenues that he received
out of them were very great, no less than twelve
millions of drachme.* Yet did he borrow great
sums from others; for he was so very liberal that
his expenses exceeded his incomes, and his gene-
rosity was boundless.t '

3. But before the multitude were made acquaint-
ed with Agrippa’s being expired, Herod the king of
Chalcis, and Helcias the master of his horse, and
the king’s friend, sent Aristo, one of the king’s
most faithful servants, and slew Silas, who had been
their enemy, as if it had been done by the king’s
own command.

CHAPTER IX.

WHAT THINGS WERE DONE AFTER THE DEATH OF
AGRIPPA; AND HOW CLAUDIUS, ON ACCOUNT OF
THE YOUTH AND UNSKILFULNESS OF AGRIPPA, JU-
NIOR, SENT CUSPIUS FADUS TO BE PROCURATOR
OF JUDEA, AND OF THE ENTIRE KINGDOM.

1. Axo thus did king Agrippa depart this life.
But he left behind him a son, Agrippa by name,
a youth in the seventeenth year of his age, and
three daughters; one of which, Bernice, was mar-
ried to Herod, his father’s brother, and was sixteen
years old ; the other two, Mariamne and Drusilla,
were still virging; the former was ten years old,
and Drusilla six. Now these his daughters were

* This sum of twelve millions of drachmee, which is equal to
three millions of shekels, i. e. at 2s. 10d. a shekel, equal to four
hundred and twenty-five thousand poundssterling, was Agrippa
the Great’s yearly income, or about three quarters of his grand-
father Herod’s income ; he having abated the tax upon houses
at Jerusalem, ch. vi. sect,3, and was not so tyrannical as
Herod had been to the Jews. See the note on Antiq. B. XVII.
ch. xi. sect. 4. A large sum this ! but not, it seems, sufficient
for his extravagant expenses,

+ Reland takes notice here, not improperly, that Josephus
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thus espoused by their father ; Mariamne to Julius
Archelaus Epiphanes, the son of Antiochus, the son
of Chelcias; and Drusilla to the king of Comma-
gena. But when it was known that Agrippa was
departed this life, the inhabitants of Cesarea and of
Sebaste forgot the kindnesses he had bestowed on
them, and acted the part of the bitterest enemies ;
for they cast such reproaches upon the deceased as
are not fit to be spoken of ; and so many of them as
were then soldiers, which were a great number,
went to his house, and hastily carried off the statues}
of this king’s daughters, and all at once carried
them into the brothel-houses, and when they had
set them on the tops of those houses, they abused
them to the utmost of their power, and did such
things to them as are too indecent to be related.
They also laid themselves down in public places,
and celebrated general feastings, with garlands on
their heads, and with ointments and libations to
Charon, and drinking to one another for joy that

|| the king was expired. Nay, they were not only

unmindful of Agrippa, who had extended his liber-
ality to them in abundance, but of his grandfather
Herod also, who had himself rebuilt their cities,
and had raised them havens and temples at vast
expenses.

2. Now Agrippa, the son of the deceased, was
at Rome, and brought up with Claudius Cesar.
And when Cesar was informed that Agrippa was
dead, and that the inhabitants of Sebaste and Cesa-
rea had abused him, he was sorry for the first news,
and was displeased with the ingratitude of those
cities. He was therefore disposed to send Agrippa,
junior, away presently to succeed his father in the
kingdom, and was willing to confirm him in it by
his oath. But those freed-men and friends of his,
who had the greatest authority with him, dissuaded
him from it, and said that it was a dangerous ex-
periment to permit so large a kingdom to come
under the government of so very young a man, and
one hardly yet arrived at years of discretion, who
would not be able to take sufficient care of its ad-
ministration ; while the weight of a kingdom is
heavy enough to a grown man. So Cesar thought
what they said to be reasonable. Accordingly he
sent Cuspius IFadus to be procurator of Judea, and
of the entire kingdom, and paid that respect to the
omits the reconciliation of this Herod Agrippa to the Tyrians
and Sidonians, by the means of Blastus the king’s chamber-
lain, mentioned Acts xii. 20. Nor is there any history in the
world so complete, as to omit nothing that other historians

take notice of, unless the one be taken out of the other, and
accommodated to it

1 Photius, who made an extract out of this section, says
they were not the statues or images, but the ladies themn-
selves, who were thus basely abused by the scldiers,—Cod.
CCXXXVIIL
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