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- The Behistun Inscription (After L. Trimpelmann).




Major Tablets

of Old Testament Significance

NUMBER

LOCATION DATE DATE OF BIBLICAL
; OF
NAME - LANGUAGE | DISCOVERER FOUND FOUND SUBJECT ORIGIN | SIGNIFICANCE
. Provide historical
Rovyal archives backsround
Ebla 17,000 Eblaite Matthiae Tell-Mardikh | 1976 |containing many| 24the. | B
types of texts of Syria in late
3rd millennium
. Account of :
different . - Parallels to
Atrahasis 3 Akkadian Man} found parts in 1389 creatzo‘n, 1635 (zenesis
different parts | ... . t0 1967 population copy )
different sites accounts
growth, and flood
: Provide historical
Akkadian R?yzal ar?}il.ves b\;ckground
Mari | 20000 | (OM Parrot Tell Hariri | 1033 | Fetie 0| 18the. | of the period and
Babvlonian largest collection
. ) types of texts of prophetic texts
Adead Nineveh Account of Mar- P arallel§
EnumaElish | 7 adian Layard (ibraryof | 548 | duksascension | 7thc. ) todienesis
{Neo-Assyrian} baminal] 1876 to the head copy creation
Ashurbanipal) of the pantheon accounts
Nineveh The exploits Parallel
. ineve Uf Gﬂgamesh araliels
Gilgamesh 12 (kao-iil?‘?an) Rassam {library of 1853 and Enkidu Zt: & to Genesis
. y | Ashurbanipai) and the search PY 1 flood accounts
for immaortality
_ Royal archives Hittite history
. . , . of the and illustrations
Boghaz-Koy | 10,000 Hittite Winclder Boghaz-Koy | 1906 Neo-Hitéite 16the. of infernational
o Empirz treaties
Hurrian dialect | Chieraand 1925 Archive Soce or
. urrian dialec iera an 25 o contemporary
Nuzi 4006 | of Akkadian Speiser Yorghun Tepe 101041 coptammg 15the. custorms in mide
' family records 2nd millennium
. Canaanite
Ugarit 1400 Ugaritic Schaeffer Ras Sharnra 1929 Roya}i archlves i5the. | religionand
to 1937 of Ugarit i
iterature
Reflects
Akkadian Egvotian %O?\’ispo%denie 1360 conditions
Amarna 280 (W. Semitic iﬁgant Tell el-Amarna | 1887 ali d lf:rnvasgsya?s 101 _ in Pa]e_stine
dialect) P 0C 1330 | inthemid-2nd
ntanaan millennium
Record
\ Akkadian COUY_t records 626 of capture
Babylonian . of Neo- .
Chronicles 4 {Neo- Wiseman Babylon 1956 Rabvlonian to gf Jerusalg&m in
Babylonian) abylol 564 | 597 andhistory
Empire of the period
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Major Inscriptions of

Testament Significance

LOCATION DATE DATE OF BIBLICAL
NAME LANGUAGE |DISCOVERER FOUND FOUND SUBJECT ORIGIN | SIGNIFICANCE
Beni Hasan Tomb painting Pictures Semites
Tomb Hieroglyphic | Newberry Beni Hasan 1502 of 1800 ‘1 Eavot
Painting Khnumhotep II gyp
Laws of Akkadian Collection MMustrates
. {0ld deMorgan Susa 1901 of Babylonian 1725 ancient
Hammurabi .
Babylonian) laws Near Eastern law
Merenptah Military First mention
enpia Hieroglyphic Petrie Thebes 1896 | accomplishments 1207 of the name
Stela ' u
of Merenptah Israel
' Military Confirmation
iiils:ih(:?:)q Hieroglyphic ¥§;ni}; 1825 | accomplishments 920 of raid against
SCription P of Sheshong Rehoboam
“House . Earliest mention
1w . . Syrian conquest of David
of D'avgd Aramaic Biran Dan 1983 of region 9the. in contemporary
Inscription™® : records
Mesh Military Moabite-Israelite
Inscri t?on Moabite Klein Dibon 1868 | accomplishments 850 relations
cripl of Mesha of Moab in 9th century
Akkadian Military Picture
Black Stela (Neo- Layard Nineveh 1845 | accomplishments 840 Israelites
Assvrian) of Shalmaneser HI paying tribute
Deir Al 1Prophecy of Connected
, . eir Alla ~ | Balaam about the to a famous
Balaam Texts | Aramaic Franken (Succoth) 1667 displeasure of the 8thc. seer known
| divine council from the Bible
Hinnom Amuiet containing Earliest copy
Silver Scrolls Hebrew Barkay Vallev Tomb 1979 | the text of Num: 7thc. of any portion
Y 6:24-26 of the Bible
" Commemoration Contemporary
Si oanm Hebrew Peasant boy | Jerusalem 1880 of the compleglon 701 exampie of
Inscription of Hezekiah's
water tunnel | Febrew language
. Alkadian Miiitary , .
Sennéchenb {Neo- Taylor Nineveh 1834 | accomplishments 686 Describes siege
Cylinder . . of Jerusalem
Assyrian) of Sennacherib
Lachish Tell ed 18 letters from the Conditions
Oact 1 Hebrew Starkey De \;.; 1835 | captain of the fort 588 during the final
straca i of Lachish Babyionian siege
c Decree of Cyrus Hlustrates
yrus : allowing the . the policy
Cylinder Akkadian Rassam Babylon 1879 rebuilding 535 by which Judah
of temples also benefitted

*Reading disputed; see Biblical Archaeology Review, July/dug. 1994,




"House of David"
Inscription on a Victory Stele
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FIG. 72.—CANAANITE INSCRIPTION OF MESAS
KING OF MOAB

From Lidzbarski, Handbuch der nordsemitischen Epigraphik, pl. i



