Dance-N-Groove Policies and Rules
* Please Read and Return Last Page Signed ASAP
Offering ballet, tap, jazz, hip-hop for ages 2 ½ and up.

Our Dance Year Begins August 30, 2010 and Ends June 24, 2011.  
Our Annual End-of-Year Show is Saturday June 18, 2011 at 7pm.

Welcome to Dance-N-Groove!

 We are excited for the 2010-2011 year and glad that you’re a part of the Dance-N-Groove family.  This is your registration packet which will provide you with all the important information that you will need to know for the year.   Put this in a safe place and don’t forget to add the dates to your calendar so you don’t miss anything.  The studio sends out a newsletter on a regular basis with the happenings of the studio and important reminders. You may receive this newsletter via email or handout.  Once you’ve read through the Policies and Rules, please fill out, sign and return the last page to the studio.  
Please note that all recently added policies are in bold.  

Ms Kirstin
Dance-N-Groove Director

Why Dance?

Dance provides a person the skills to become responsible and poised citizens, as well as providing a creative outlet to express one’s self.  Through dance, a student learns respect for self and others, personal responsibility, self-discipline, confidence, teamwork and has a chance to explore and express their creativity and imagination in a safe environment.  

Dance-N-Groove Philosophy 

The instructors and staff at Dance-N-Groove are committed to providing each student personalized attention, quality instruction and lasting memories.  We strive to instill in each student the qualities needed to become responsible and poised citizens. We are a family-friendly studio and provide students a safe environment to progress and explore dance according to their individual needs, abilities and goals.  Our class sizes are small in order to provide students the personal attention they deserve and we offer classes for all styles, levels and dance goals.  Our music, costumes and movements are age-appropriate for class and performances.  

Parent Involvement 

We encourage parents to be involved with their child’s dance education.  Dance is a commitment from both dancer and parents.  We do not allow parents to stay and watch class as it is too distracting to students; however, there are many other ways parents can become involved in their child’s dance education:

1) Come during parent observation week and view your students’ progress.

2) Encourage your dancer to practice and stretch at home.  Weekly ask what they’ve learned or worked on in class.  Some students prefer not to practice in front of their parents or anyone else- this is ok and normal especially as they get older.  If they don’t practice in front of you, encourage them to have a place and time to practice where they won’t be interrupted. 
3) Read newsletters and other notes received.  Our goal is to regularly keep you informed with what’s going on at Dance-N-Groove through these newsletters.  Each newsletter will have some dance fun facts or dance terms that various classes have been working on so that you may understand a little better when your student starts talking about pirouettes, echappes, and time steps.

4) Get involved with fundraisers and set/prop building for the end-of-year show.

5) Contact me with any questions you may have regarding your students’ learning.

Registration & Tuition

Tuition is based on the number of hours of class per week a student/family is taking at Dance-N-Groove.  Payment options for tuition are:  pay in full, by semester or in 10 monthly tuition installments.  

	Hours Per Week
	Monthly Tuition

	45 min
	$40.00

	1 hour
	$45.00

	1 ½ hour
	$60.00

	2 hour
	$75.00

	2 ½ hour
	$90.00

	3 hour
	$100.00

	3 ½ hour
	$110.00

	4 hour
	$125.00


· A $25.00 non-refundable registration fee is due with the registration form to reserve a student’s place in a class.

· Tuition may be paid by either check or cash and turned into the tuition box at the studio or may be mailed in no later than the 7th of the month.  Tuition must also have the child’s name in memo line of check and on envelope.

· Upon enrollment at Dance-N-Groove, you will be expected to pay tuition on or before the 7th of the month.  Tuition is due regardless of the number of classes attended in the month.  

· A $15.00 late fee will be assessed if payment is made after the 7th of the month

· There is $15.00 returned check fee on all returned checks 

· First and Last Month tuition must be paid at the time of enrollment in the studio.  
· As a courtesy to the studio and students on our waiting list, we ask that if your student decides to stop dancing with us, you submit a written notice (e-mail is acceptable) withdrawing your student from class. You are still held responsible for all tuition and fees until a written notice to drop is received by the studio.  Phone calls will not be accepted as a notice to drop.

· A student will have to sit out of class if payment is not received by the 21st of the month.  If payment is still not received by the 30th of the month student will be withdrawn from class and must reenroll in order to return to class.  

· No refunds or adjustments for absences, vacations, or holidays

· All tuition, fees, dancewear, show tickets and costumes are non-refundable.  

· Extra classes may be held at no extra charge

· Tuition, costume fees and recital fees must be made in full before participation in recital

· Make-up classes are figured into the dance year.

· A student will automatically be withdrawn from dance class if student is absent for 4 weeks in a row and there is no contact from a parent or guardian.  

Placement 

· Students are placed in the class that will most benefit him/her according to his/her age, ability, behavior, and comprehension of skills.
· All new students to Dance-N-Groove must be enrolled in the level one class for his/her age group for a one-month evaluation to determine placement.
· A student may only change class level at the end of a semester or if the Dance-N-Groove staff determines there is a need to make a change.  
· Ms Kirstin has the final say in a student’s class placement.
Dance-N-Groove Princesses/Princes   
Ages 2 1/2-4

    My First Dance Class     
(45min)
(age 2 ½-3)


Level I

Ballet/Tap/Tumble (age 3)


Level II
Ballet/Tap/Tumble (age 4)
Dance-N-Groove Queens/Kings

Ages 5-6


Ballet/Tap I, II, III

Dance-N-Groove Divas/Dudes

Ages 7-12

Ballet/Tap I, II, III, IV


Jazz/Hip-Hop I, II, III

      
            Dance-N-Groove Goddesses


Ages 11-18

Ballet I, II, III



Pre-Pointe/Pointe



Jazz I, II, III

Tap I, II





Hip-Hop I, II

Dreamin’ Angels (dance/performance team)- ages 5-18- See Ms Kirstin for more details
Dance-N-Groove Rules (please go over these with your dancer)
· Respect for self, teacher and other dancers is required!
· Students must follow dress code as to get the most out of class.

· Students may not wear jewelry during class with the exception of stud earrings

· Students may not chew gum during class

· Students must have hair pulled up out of face (either in a ponytail or bun with loose hair out of face)- this is part of our dress code 
· Students are encouraged to go to the bathroom prior to the start of class as to minimize the number of interruptions during class

· Regular attendance is required in order to get the most out of class

· Class will start on time! Please arrive on time so that the dancer may stretch out properly in order to prevent any injury and get the most out of the class

· Please pick up your child promptly after class so the next class can start on time.

· Students will not be allowed to wait outside for parents.  Dance-N-Groove cannot be held responsible for a student once he/she has left the building.

· Please label all belongings including all shoes, bags and skirts

· Students are encouraged to bring a water bottle to drink at times determined by teacher.

· Students are discouraged from wearing their dance shoes outside of the studio (wearing them only in the studio will help prolong the life of their shoes)

· Parents are not allowed to stay during dance class as this becomes a distraction to all dancers.  We do hold parent observation week.

· All cell phones must be turned to off or silent and kept in student’s bag until class is over.  

Bad Weather Policy- If Hutto ISD closes due to bad weather, Dance-N-Groove will cancel classes for that day.  If a class is cancelled for any other reason you will be notified at least 1 hour prior to the start of class. If in doubt call Ms Kirstin at 512-422-0378 or check the web-site. 

Sick Policy- If a student is ill and contagious (if your child didn’t go to school) then he/she should not come to class

· If your child has not been feeling well and not contagious or is injured, he/she can come to class and watch. 
·  If your child has not been feeling well or is injured, please notify the teacher when you drop him/her off so that the teacher can watch out for them. 
· If your child is not able to attend a class for any reason, please contact Ms Kirstin by email or phone, so that I may be able to get you any info that you might need (i.e. newsletters or important notes)

If a child is more than 10 minutes late to class, he/she will have to sit out and watch, as they will have missed stretching.  The safety of your child is our top priority!
Drop-off/Pick up Policies- For the safety of your dancer students should be picked up promptly after dance.  Students under 10 must have an adult come into the studio to be picked up.  No student under 10 will be allowed to go outside without an adult with them.  No student will be allowed to wait outside.  A student being picked up more than 20 minutes after the end of dance class will be charged a $5 fee.  Students should not enter the studio more than 15 minutes prior to the start of class.  Students dropped off more than 15 minutes without an adult waiting will also be charged $5.
Parent Observation Policies- We understand that at times you would like to observe your student’s progress in dance however we do not allow parents to stay and observe class as this is a distraction and can hinder student’s progress.  We do however hold 1-2 special observation weeks throughout the year.  All new parents may observe your student’s first class so that you and your dancer may feel comfortable.  My First Dance Class parents may stay during the first two months of enrollment to allow students to feel comfortable in dance class.  After 2 months parents will not be allowed to stay so that students can get comfortable in dance without mom and dad.  
Dress Code 

Students are required to wear the appropriate attire for class so that they may be able to move and improve and get the most out of class.  We understand that sometimes items get misplaced or forgotten however if a young dancer repeatedly comes unprepared to class, then they will have to sit out and watch and a note will be sent home.  Students enrolled in the Diva 2 and higher classes will be held responsible for coming prepared to class and will be given 1 warning and then will sit out the 2nd time they come unprepared. 
· All dance attire and shoes can be ordered through Dance-N-Groove, or purchased at Dorothy’s Dance Shop or Curtain Call magazine (available at the studio).

· If you have any gently used leotards, skirts or shoes (no tights please) you may drop at the studio for others to purchase. 

· Students may not wear jewelry during class with the exception of stud earrings

· All students must wear their hair in a secure ponytail or bun with bangs and loose hair out of eyes and off face.  Please secure your dancers hair so the student does not mess with it during class.  Hair properly up and off of face allows the student to not be distracted by loose hair.

· Creative Movement Classes (My First Dance Class)
· Leotard, footed tights, dance skirt

· Ballet shoes

· Hair in bun or ponytail

· Dance Bag

· Ballet/Tap Classes 
· Leotard, footed or transition tights, dance skirt (Goddesses may wear dance shorts)

· Pink ballet shoes, black tap shoes 

· Hair in bun

· Dance bag

· Jazz/Hip-Hop Classes

· Leotard, footed or transition tights, dance capris or jazz pants

· Black jazz shoes

· Hair in ponytail or bun
· Dance bag

Annual End-of-Year Show (Saturday June 18, 2011)

· Dance-N-Groove prides itself on our annual end-of-year show. Our end-of-year performance will feature the students in dances that showcase what they have learned.  Each class will perform a dance in each style they learn.

· Participation is optional but strongly encouraged as performing is a part of a student’s dance education.
· Students participating in our annual end of year show must purchase the required costumes in order to participate.

· Costume fees include costume for each dance and 2 pair of tights and a special performer’s package.
· Princess – 2 dances (1 costume)- $85 

· Queen and Diva – 2 dances per class - $150 (each additional class add $100)
· Goddess- one dance- $95 (each additional class add $60)

· Special Performers Package includes a show practice CD, show program, 1 backstage helper badge and an additional ticket. 

· A non-refundable deposit of half your student’s total costume will be due no later than December 10, 2010.  Your child’s costume cannot be ordered until the deposit has been received. Costume balances will be due no later than February 15, 2011.  This will guarantee our costumes are received in plenty of time for show.  If a deposit or balance is not paid by due date then a $20 late fee is added.

· The non-refundable costume deposit is your acknowledgment that your student is participating in the end-of-year show.

· Measurements for costumes are taken during the last week of classes in December and costumes are ordered based on student’s current measurement and taking in consideration of student’s growth.  We order the size that we believe will best fit your student properly for our end-of-year show in June.  
· Dance-N-Groove has a mandatory dress rehearsal the Friday night before show at the auditorium.  The Dress Rehearsal allows the students a chance to practice on stage and help get their nerves out of the way.  In order to participate in show students must be at dress rehearsal the entire required time (Divas & Goddesses will have to be there during the entire dress rehearsal).  Students not practicing their routines at dress rehearsal will not be allowed to participate in the end-of-year show.  
· Tickets, flowers, program ads are additional purchases and will be available for order in April.  

· We hold a few fundraisers throughout the year to help reduce costume fees for the dancer.  Participating in fundraisers offered do help reduce the amount you (the parent) have to pay towards your child’s costume and recital fee.  The fundraisers cannot be used towards the non-refundable deposit.  The fundraisers are optional but strongly encouraged.

· Students will not be allowed to take home costumes or participate in recital until all tuition and fees are paid up to date.

General Information

Physical Address: 80 Mager Lane; Hutto, TX 78634

Mailing Address: PO Box 871; Hutto, TX 78634

Phone (512) 422-0378

Email- mskirstin@dancengroove.com
Studio website: www.dancengroove.com






