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The month of “Love” is here, by the way where did January go!  Valentines is on February 14th, the
day we celebrate the love we have with spouses, but shouldn’t we be doing that every day.  When I
do a marriage ceremony I remind the couple of the warm fuzzy love they have at that time as they
stare into each other’s eyes.  It is that love that will be celebrated on Valentines.  But there is so much
more to love than the warm fuzzy.  Love is a verb that means it is something that we do, not just feel.

We find the definition of love in 1 Corinthian 13.  This idea of love is hard to live up to but what is required of Christians.  Celebrate with
the love of your life, but remember there is more to love than the feeling.

As we start the month of February it is necessary to inform you of our financial obligations.  This month we will be having a dinner on
the 21st to raise money for our connectional giving.  At this point we have not made any payments towards this obligation.  We also have
electricity, water, trash pickup, insurance, office supplies, and program expenses to meet each month.  I understand that many of us
are going through tough times with the economy, but we need to stay faithful to the commitment we made to our church. 

  See you Sunday,  Pastor Doug

Coming Soon:  

CAJIN CELEBRATION!!!!

& Mardi Gras Party

at FUMC - February 21st.

More information coming soon.

ATTENTION: NEW PROCEDURE ON NEWSLETTERS COMING
First UMC is implementing a new procedure starting in March for our newsletters to cut the cost of paper and
postage.  Over the next couple of weeks those receiving newsletters by mail will continue to receive them, but
starting with the newsletter that goes out on March 3, 2009 there will be a change.  Those receiving newsletters
by email will continue to receive their newsletter on a weekly basis.  Those now receiving a newsletter by US
mail will receive only one newsletter a month.  This newsletter will contain the monthly prayer list and church
calendar.  Printed newsletters will be available in hard copy to pick up at the church in the foyer.  If you are not
on the email list at this time, please send an email to our church Office Manager, Lori Stricker at
strickerlori@yahoo.com.  If you want to be taken off the mailing list all together you can call the church office
at 972-617-9100.  

Please note if you are responsible for advertising your committee’s activities, you will need to get those
items to the church office prior to the last week of the month in order to get the word out to the most recipients
possible.  Thank you for your cooperation.



Confirmation Classes Starting

Wednesday, February 18th and
conclude on Pentecost Sunday, May
31st.  The class will meet on
Wednesdays at 5 pm. and conclude at
6:30 after dinner.  If you have a child or
youth that is interested please contact
Pastor Doug and the church office at
972-617-9100.

YOUTH HELP WITH

SNACK PACKS FOR

HUNGRY CHILDREN
The Youth are passing out grocery bags
to collect pantry items once again this
year.  We are hoping to collect items for
the Young Adult Women's UMW circle mission project to help
feed elementary school children on the weekends.  A list of
items can be found below.  Thanks to everyone who has
donated to our souper bowl of caring mission!  We will continue
to collect bags through this Sunday, February 8th. 

Pop-top cans of fruit, single servings

100% fruit juice in single serving boxes or pouches

Microwaveable meals, single serving ravioli, soup,
macaroni & cheese, etc.

Granola/Breakfast bars

100% fruit snacks or roll-ups

Breakfast cereal, single serving boxes

Cheese crackers, single serving packages

Jell-o pudding cups, non-refrigerated type

Snack Sacks provides nutritious food for the weekend to young
school-aged children who qualify for food assistance programs
in their school on weekdays.  We also intend to serve any
elementary-aged child identified by a teacher or counselor as
a hunger risk, whatever the reason.
If you have questions, please contact Katie Almond at
214.762.7247 or Mara Bailey at 972-576-2224.

Andy & Bailey
Malone                
Riley & Jude
318 Wilshire Dr.
Glenn Heights, TX  75154
469-387-3827

Youth ONE News!!
While the team we were cheering for
may not have won, we all still had a
great time at the game party on

Sunday!  This next Sunday we are having “Sweetheart night”.
Don’t worry if you don’t have your own sweetheart – we will be
talking about our ultimate Sweetheart, the Almighty!  See you
Sunday! – Mara

MISSION TRIP ANNOUNCEMENT:
This summer's mission trip will be in Anadarko, Oklahoma

from June 21st-27th. Please put the dates on your calendars
now and stay tuned for more information!

ONE GOD, ONE FAITH, ONE WAY

 

Dear Church FAMILY & FRIENDS,

We want to say a GREAT BIG THANK YOU to
each of you for your prayers and for opening up
your hearts to us in this tragic time.  Our home
was a gift from Scott's Grandparents (that passed
away in Dec 07 and Oct 08) and we are so
heartbroken over it but with all the love and
support you all have shown us we know we will
make it through this event in our life.  It is funny
we were thinking of fixing up the house and
selling it to move up to north Texas area where
Scott works (Plano), so he would not have to drive
so far everyday.  But when we found ourselves
wrapped in this blanket of LOVE we just can not
even think of MOVING!  We are currently looking
at plans to rebuild our home with the help of Tadd
Anderson and his father's building company.  We
are living in a smaller house that is on the same
property as the "BIG" house.  We are comfortable
here and lived here before we moved in to help
out more with the Grandparents. We wanted to
update our FAMILY & FRIENDS on our situation
so you know that we are doing well and thank you
all for your help and love.
Just listening to Pastor Doug these passed few
weeks, I have come to believe you all have shown
the world how to love and get the word out of how
our faith is strong and God loves us and will help
us through our storms of life.    
–   Scott & Tamela Sackett, Jonathan & Matthew



PARENT’S NIGHTPARENT’S NIGHTPARENT’S NIGHTPARENT’S NIGHT
OUT FOROUT FOROUT FOROUT FOR

VALENTINE’SVALENTINE’SVALENTINE’SVALENTINE’S
EVEEVEEVEEVE

Friday, February 13Friday, February 13Friday, February 13Friday, February 13thththth - 6 - 10 pm - 6 - 10 pm - 6 - 10 pm - 6 - 10 pm

This is a fundraiser for the Children’sThis is a fundraiser for the Children’sThis is a fundraiser for the Children’sThis is a fundraiser for the Children’s
Council Activities for the YearCouncil Activities for the YearCouncil Activities for the YearCouncil Activities for the Year

We will accept children ages 6 weeks and up and the
cost is $15 per child.  Sign up sheets are in the foyer.
Turn them into the Church office.
Bring your children dressed in  Winter PJs and be sure
to bring a blanket and a sack dinner!  And don't forget
to take Mom out somewhere real special, Dad!  For
any questions or concerns please contact Elizabeth
Sanden at (214) 733-3009

LOST & FOUND: Please check the box behind the
door in the kitchen for lost items.  Also a pair of
prescription glasses where found in the sanctuary
and are in the church office.

Military of the Week:

Clifton Dugger
Please note that the address for Clifton is changing on Feb.
10; and he cannot receive our cards at the previous
address.  But please keep him in your prayers.  He will be
receiving a medical discharge soon due to injuries he
received in Iraq.  He is the grandson of Rita Dugger.

Clifton Dugger

4016 Lively Lane

Dallas, TX   75220

February 4th

Activities Canceled:
No Fellowship Dinner

No Children’s Choir

No Adult or Young Adult Bible Study

The Adult Choir will be holding their belated Christmas
Party at the Wilsford home at 208 S. Hillside in Red Oak at
7:00 pm.  For further information call the Church Office at
972-617-9100.

NO Wednesday Fellowship Dinner on

February 4

The dinners will resume on Feburuary

11th at 6:00 p.m.

in the Fellowship Hall.
Please come join us for the Wednesday Fellowship Dinner
on February 11th at 6:00 pm.  The Menu consists of
Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, Peas & Cookies.  Freewill

offering.

ELLIS COUNTY

OUTREACH
Don’t forget the church continues to

provides oatmeal in canisters and 12 oz packages of pasta
on a monthly basis. 
Thank you for helping with this ministry.  You can place your
donations in the grocery cart in the foyer.

Acolyte Training Class Scheduled
Being an acolyte is an important way in which the children
of the church may take part in the worship service.  During
the acolyte training class scheduled for Sunday, February
15th, the children will not only practice how to be acolytes but
also study the different parts of the worship service, the
seasons of the Christian year, and the symbols of our faith.
The classes are open to all second through sixth graders
and will take place immediately following the 10:50 AM
worship service.  A snack lunch will be served in the
Fellowship Hall and then the class will be held in the
sanctuary.  The class will dismiss at 1:45 PM.  Children who
have already completed the training are encouraged to
attend for a “refresher”, practice, and to sign up for
Sundays.  Please call Jo Wilsford (972-617-0672) if you
have any questions about the training class. 

Monthly Emmaus Gathering

DeCorEllis

February 5th - 7:00 pm

Ferris Heights

Bring a snack to share



Spring Cleaning!Spring Cleaning!Spring Cleaning!Spring Cleaning!

Start saving your yard sale worthy items for the
Children's Council's first Annual Yard sale!  We
will be accepting items in the Fellowship Hall
March 1st - 6th.  The yard sale will start at 7 am
on Saturday, March 7th.  All moneys raised will
go towards our upcoming Easter Fun Day and
VBS. All donations are appreciated!

SCOUTING NEWS 

The annual Scout Pinewood Derby was held at FUMCRO on
Sat.  They had 56 cars race and it was a great day!  Lots of
BBQ and GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP going around!
Thanks to the UMM for coming out and making their yummy
BBQ.  Thank you to the boys from the Troop that came and
helped stage our cars and get them on and off the track!

The following are the results of the races:

Tiger - 1st graders –  1st  Hunter Fletcher,  2nd  Matthew
Hopgood, 3rd  Austin Shaw.

Wolf - 2nd graders – 1st  Hunter King, 2nd  Hayden West, 3rd

Derek Jewell.

Bear - 3rd graders – 1st  Matthew Sackett, 2nd  Grant Fowler, 3rd

Preston Wilson.

Webelos I & II - 4th and 5th graders –  1st  Phil Salazar, 2nd

Matthew Jones, 3rd  Trever Hicks.

Open Class - 1st  Isabeau Arismendez, 2nd  Bill Belote, 3rd Jon
Bailey.

GRAND CHAMPION – 1st  Matthew Sackett, 2nd Hayden West,
3rd  Matthew Jones

Upcoming Events

Feb 8 - Scout Sunday

Feb 14 - Scouting for Food begins

Feb 21 - Scouting for Food 

President’s Day

Monday, February 16

Office & Day School Closed

UMWomen’s District Day Apart

Burning of the Candle Ceremony 

February 21

Mansfield First UMC
(see Lynne Grandstaff for more information)

CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION

-CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:45
- Meet in the Sanctuary.  New Curriculum “Live Big”, Hear,
See and Live your Belief in God. 

-JR. & SENIOR HI: Mara Bailey Leader Study “Bible 101"
-SUNSHINE CLASS: (In Sunshine Classroom right of the
Sanctuary) Winter Study: The Human Commitment, Old
Testament People of Commitment, “Nathan Challenges David”,
2 Samuel 12:1-7a, 13-15.

-ENRICHMENT CLASS (In Fellowship Hall) - Study:
FaithLinks 

-SEEKERS (In PDO Office)- 
-YOUNG ADULT CLASS -(In the Library) - “The Bible Jesus
Read - Old Testiment”

-ADULT BIBLE STUDY - Teacher: Pastor Doug. 
Wednesday at 10:30 am & 6:30pm  Study: The Bible.

THIS WEEK’S OPPORTUNITIES
Wednesday, February 4

   9:15 No Laugh & Learn 
due to early release at ROISD

 10:30 Pastor’s Morning Adult Bible Study
   7:00 Adult Choir Winter Party at Jo Wilsford’s Home

Thursday, Feburary 5

  6:30 Daisy Girl Scouts
  7:00 4 - H Club
  7:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
  8:30 Gambler’s Anonymous

Friday, February 6

 9:15 FUN FILLED FRIDAYS
Saturday, Feburary 7

 Mid Winter Youth Retreat at Glen Lake
Sunday, February 8

   8:30 Traditional Worship Service
   9:45 Sunday School for All Ages
 10:50 Blended Worship Service
 12:00 Finance Committee
   2:30 Girl Scouts
   4:00 Boy Scouts Troop #652
   4:30 UM Women’s General Meeting - Melba Watson

will lead the Mission Study
   6:00 Youth ONE Fellowship

Monday, February 9

NEWSLETTER ITEMS DUE IN OFFICE MONDAY

   9:15 Laugh & Learn Day School
   6:45 Cub Scouts Den Meeting
   7:00 Cub Scouts

Tuesday, February 10

     7:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
   7:00 Girls Scouts
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

Reaching Up To God

Moving Into The World

Making Disciples For Christ

Douglas Blackford, Pastor
Mara Bailey, Intern Pastor

& Youth Minister
Jon Bailey, Assistant Pastor
Stu Dorsey, Music Minister

Sunmi Goodwin, Pianist
Lori Stricker, Office Mgr.

Judy Cox, Nursery./Building Mgr.
Casi Holmes & Dana Ellard,

Nursery Attendants
Interim Day School Director:

Michelle Carson

Office Hours
Mon-Friday  9am - 4pm

(972)617-9100
Fax: (972)576-3276

First United Methodist Church
600 West Red Oak Rd.

PO Box 25

Red Oak, TX   75154

Our Prayers
Please refer to the February Prayer list with the following
additions: Melody Durazo - recovering from surgery; Karen
Grimsley & family in the passing of Catherine Brown;Ginger
Alexander (Maureen Plumb’s Sister - pray for heart transplant);
Clifton Dugger (medical Discharge);  Tamera & Eric Davis &

baby Scout Reagan Davis; Grace Weir.

Our Service
-Flowers this week are given in by Jane Aberg honor of
Jessica’s 19th Birthday. 
-Acolytes are: TBA (Volunteers needed, please see Jo
Wilsford before the service.

-Ushers this week are: 8:30: Lynne & Hugh Grandstaff;
10:50 left door: Stephanie & Tyler Brignon; right door:
Shannon & Nick Wilson; and John & Travis Young
(counters)   (Right Door counts the attendance)
-Offering Stewards are: TBA
-Technicians: Sound: 8:30 Don Newman, 10:50 Kayleigh
Kitzman; Video: Jon & Mara Bailey.
-Nursery is available every Sunday.  Volunteer is Judy Cox.
- Children’s Church Andy & Bailey Malone & Jessica

Sanchez.   Parents: Please have the children bring new
socks any size and canned goods of any kind for the Outreach
Center.  This was a focus of our Children’s Church recently.

Our Attendance
Last Sunday Worship

8:30 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60
10:50 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141

Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95

Our Gifts
Total Budget 2009 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 377,411
Budget Needed to Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 29,032
Budget Needed weekly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 7,258
Apportionments/Connectional Giving for 2009 . $ 50,141
PLEASE PICK UP YOUR YEAR END STATEMENTS
IN THE FOYER ON SUNDAY.

-Do You have a “JOY OR CONCERN” your church
family needs to know?  Contact Lori Stricker (972-617-
9100) or email at the address listed below.
-Web site address: www.fumcro.org

- Up dates: Webservant@fumcro.org

-Newsletter & prayer requests: manager@fumcro.org

-If you have an emergency which requires the immediate
attention of the pastor, please call 
Pastor Doug Blackford at 972-576-5570; 
or Jon Bailey at 972-576-2224 or Email:
pastor@fumcro.org  


