First United Methodist Church
Red Oak, Texas

The Acorn
“A Small Package of Large Possibilities”

March 3, 2009

LOOZIANA SATURDAY NITE
CAJUN FEST!!!!

At FUMCRO - SATURDAY - MARCH 7™
5:30 - 7:30 pm

Invite your neighbors and friends to enjoy lots of Cajun Food with us on this Saturday

to benefit “Connectional Giving”.(Our Church’s benevolent giving to the Central Texas Conference of the
UMC). Come by the office for tickets or call to let us know how many are coming in your group. Call us no
later than Thursday March 5th. We want to make sure we have lots of food.

MENU: Choice of : Sausage/chicken Gumbo, Sausage/chicken Jambalaya or Sausage,;
Choice of two sides: Dirty Rice, Red beans with or without rice, Okra & Tomatoes, or Coleslaw
Choice of one dessert: Bread pudding, Rice pudding or Brownie

Children’s Menu: Chicken Nuggets, Corn, Green Beans and Dessert.

SO, World Day of Prayer — March 6"

: ~ March 6" is designated on the calendar as World Day of Prayer. Because prayer is a
//—F\\// very significant and vital part of our Christian spiritual life, the church sanctuary and altar
will be open for prayer from 6:00 AM to 9:00 PM on Friday, March 6™. A notebook in

Wﬁ/& which to record prayer requests will be available as well as candles to light as
74 intercessory prayers are made for specific persons. Everyone is invited to come for a

time of quiet reflection and prayer.

EMMAUS GATHERING - FIRST THURSDAY
7:00 PM - March 5" at SARDIS UMC




Greetings in the name of
Jesus Christ!:

This weekend we will move our clocks
forward an hour. | always feel this is
hard on people because we lose an
hour of sleep. | know that our home
changes the time during the day, so we do not feel like we lose
the hour as we go to bed. It is a mind game that helps us
adjust to the new time. | pray that you will remember to set
your clocks up so you don’t miss out on the services and
Sunday school. This Sunday we will be looking at scriptures
out of Genesis, Romans, and Mark. Where does our salvation
come from and how do we receive it? Faith is the key to
answering the questions.

| know the ladies are getting ready for the tea on Sunday
afternoon. It will be a wonderful time of fellowship. Please
RSVP if you have not done so. Then we look to the next
Saturday for the children council’'s yard sale. Bring you items
for the sale to the church after the tea on Sunday or sometime
next week. The proceeds from the yard sale will go to help with
the expenses of the Easter egg hunt and VBS. Come and find
the bargain on the items you just can't live without!

See you Sunday! Grace & Peace, Pastor Doug

Hearts and Flowers Tea
Sunday - March 8

3-4:30pm
= ’i The eventis FREE! Childcare will be

available, but we ask that you let us
/\ know how many children you are
bringing so that we can make
arrangements for nursery attendants.

Please call_ TODAY to say you will come! RSVP to Lori at the
church office 972-617-9100 or Lynne at 972-617-3515

UM MEN’S BREAKFAST

Saturday, March 14™ - 8:00 am

Join us in the Fellowship Hall. Curtis
Begin & Jon Bailey will provide the
breakfast and Don Newman will give the

devotional.

Rent-A-Youth

Time to clean out the garage or get the yard ready for spring?

Rent-A-Youth can help! We will be working all day on
Saturday March 14" from 9-4. Submit your work projects to
Mara (youth@fumcro.org). We will have another Rent-A-Youth
day on Saturday, April 25",

Wednesday Fellowship Dinners

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.

Please come join us for the Wednesday Fellowship Dinners
every Wednesday in the Fellowship Hall. Our chefs are Katie
Almond, Mary Young, Travis Young. Mike Stricker & Dolores
Moore assist. Suggested Freewill offering is $4 per adult,
Children under 12 - $3.

March 4 = Turkey Breast, dressing & gravy, corn & pumpkin pie

March 11 = Pizza Supreme Casserole, salad, garlic bread & cake.

March 18 = Spring Break - No Dinner

March 25 = Scrambled Eggs, sausage & biscuit casserole and fruit.

RD SALE
Saturday, March 14" - 7 am

Please clean out your closets and garages and get ready
to donate your yard sale worthy items for the Children's
Council's first Annual Yard sale! We will be accepting
items in the Fellowship Hall March 9" - 12", The yard
sale will start at 7 am on Saturday, March 14",

The sale will benefit the Children’s Council activities

planned this year. ie: Easter Fun Day and Vacation Bible

School. Alldonations are appreciated! Questions call Liz
Sanden at 214-733-3009.

Youth ONE News!!

This past Sunday the youth spent
some time with team-building challenges and talked
about the challenges that come from working in a group
and how we can grow through that experience.

Thanks to the Ashford and Doty families for a wonderful
dinner! This Sunday we will be getting ourselves ready
for the Easter season! Dinner will be provided by the
Goodloe and Belote families.

DON'T FORGET: Mission trip forms and deposits are
due this Sunday, March 8th! Have a great week! Mara



ONE GOD, ONE FAITH, ONE WAY

Youth Spring Dinner and Dance
Join the youth for a spring-themed dinner and dance on
Saturday, March 28". A great menu will be served (prime
rib or chicken, salad, breads, side vegetables, and
dessert). Special meal and activities for children 12 and
under. Tickets will go on sale Sunday, March 8".

ELLIS COUNTY

OUTREACH
First United Methodist Church
continues to provides oatmeal in
canisters and 12 oz packages of pasta
on a monthly basis.

Cetalll oy

UMWomen’s Call to Prayer:

The annual UMW Call to Prayer and Self-Denial program
is scheduled for 4:30 PM, Sunday, March 8, following the
Hearts and Flowers Tea. The program is a time for prayer
and reflection upon our reason for being—our mission—as
both Christian disciples and as United Methodist women.
The focus for this year’s program is on the importance of
“Creating Communities Through Information Technology.”
A special offering will be taken during the service to fund
programs related to marginalized communities such as the
poor, the physically challenged and others—especially
women, children and youth—that do not have access to
information technology. Funds will be used nationally and
worldwide to support opportunities for computer literacy,
information technology training, ESL classes, and career
enhancement and development of job-seeking skills. All
women and girls are invited to join us in the sanctuary for
this special program.

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION

Red Oak UMW is collecting box tops and labels from many
products to send to some of the Missions that UMW
supports. These labels are on items from baking,
beverages, cereal, frozen foods, meals & side dishes,
refrigerated & dairy, snacks, baby & child care, storage
bags & containers, paper products, personal care,
disposable tableware and waste bags. Please look for the
icon that reads “Box Top Education”. A complete list of
products will be posted on the UMW Bulletin Board.

Order Your Easter
Lilies Soon!
Order forms

Available next
Week!

-CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL:
9:45 - Meet in the Sanctuary. New
Curriculum “Live Big”, Hear, See
and Live your Belief in God. Class
begins with a video & singing in the Sanctuary.
-JR. & SENIOR HI: Mara Bailey Leader Study “Bible 101"

-SUNSHINE CLASS: (In Sunshine Classroom right of the
Sanctuary) New Study: New Creation in Christ, The
Promise, Path & Way of New Life, Ezekiel, Luke & Ephesians

are studied.

-ENRICHMENT CLASS (In Fellowship Hall) - Study:
“Watching the Disciples”

-SEEKERS (In PDO Office)- Starting new book. “Jesus’
Parables of the Lost & Found”

-YOUNG ADULT CLASS -(In the Library) - “The Bible
Jesus Read - Old Testiment”
-Lenten Bible Study- Teacher: Mara Bailey 7:00 pm
Mondays on the Last Week of Christ’s Life.

-ADULT BIBLE STUDY - Teacher: Pastor Doug.
Wednesday at 10:30 am & 6:30pm Study: The Bible:
Exodus (pm) & Leviticus (am).

THIS WEEK’S OPPORTUNITIES

Wednesday, March 4

9:15 Laugh & Learn Day School
10:30  Pastor’s Morning Adult Bible Study
6:00 Wednesday Fellowship Dinner
6:30  Pastor’'s Adult Bible Study; Youth ONE &
Young Adult Bible Studies
6:30  Children’s MMM & Angel Choirs
7:30  Adult Choir Practice
Thursday, March 5
6:30  Daisy Girl Scouts
7:00 4-HClub
7:00 Emmaus Gathering at Sardis
7:00  Alcoholics Anonymous
8:30  Gambler's Anonymous
Friday, March 6
6:00a-9:00p World Day of Prayer
Saturday, March 7
8:00 UM Men'’s Breakfast
5:30 Loosiana Saturday Nite Cajun Fest!
Sunday, March 8
8:30  Traditional Worship Service
9:45  Sunday School for All Ages
10:50  Blended Worship Service
12:00  Finance Committee Meeting
12:00  Handbell Choir
2:30  Girl Scouts
3:00 Ladies Hearts & Flowers Tea
4:00 Boy Scouts Troop #652
4:30 UM Women'’s Prayer & Self-denial Service
6:00  Youth ONE Fellowship




First United Methodist Church
600 Daubitz Drive

PO Box 25

Red Oak, TX 75154

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Reaching Up To God
Moving Into The World
Making Disciples For Christ

Douglas Blackford, Pastor
Mara Bailey, Intern Pastor
& Youth Minister
Jon Bailey, Assistant Pastor
Stu Dorsey, Music Minister
Sunmi Goodwin, Pianist
Lori Stricker, Office Mgr.
Judy Cox, Nursery./Building Mgr.
Casi Holmes & Dana Ellard,
Nursery Attendants
Interim Day School Director:
Michelle Carson

Office Hours
Mon-Friday 9am - 4pm
(972)617-9100
Fax: (972)576-3276

Prayers

Please refer to the March Prayer list. Please add the following names
to the list: Gale Arnoux (Lori Stricker cousin); Betty Wood; and
Florene Nix.

Our Service
-Flowers this week are given in by Helen Malone in memory
of her husband Marvin Malone
-Acolytes are: Gavin Yates & Anthony McKnight

-Ushers this week are: 8:30: Tim & Mary Brownlee; 10:50 left
door: Susan & Jordan Brown; right door: Eddy & Terri Yates
& Elizabeth & Randy Sanden (counters) (Right Door counts
the attendance)

-Offering Stewards are: Jerry Kirby & Monica Ball

-Technicians: Sound: 8:30 Don Newman, 10:50 Tom Rogers
Video: Jon Bailey.

-Nursery is available every Sunday. Volunteer is Judy Cox.
Volunteers needed to help in the 10:50 Service.

- Children’s Church Volunteers: Elizabeth Sanden & Claudia
Mason

Our Attendance
Last Sunday Worship

-Do You have a “JOY OR CONCERN?” your church family
needs to know? Contact Lori Stricker (972-617-9100) or
email at the address listed below.

-Web site address: www.fumcro.org
- :Webservant@fumcro.org
-Newsletter & prayer requests: manager@fumcro.org

-If you have an emergency which requires the immediate
attention of the pastor, please call Pastor Doug Blackford at
972-576-5570; or Jon Bailey at 972-576-2224 or Email:
pastor@fumcro.org
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SPRING AHEAD
*

Sunday, March 8" Daylight Savings Begins




