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How do we learn the stories of Jesus and our faith?  It is a question that we all need to
answer as we determine the importance of Christian education.  I remember being in Sunday
school as a child and learning about Jesus.  It was during these formative years that I was
able to learn about faith and start to develop my own faith in a loving God.  One of the things
I remember the most is the teachers that spent time reading and guiding me and the class
each week.   It is the memory of caring teachers that has helped me develop a deep faith and
love for God.  Each of our children has the opportunity to learn about faith and Jesus in our
Sunday school program.  

Our church has a rotational Sunday school program.  This means that for six weeks the children learn about a person or
subject in different ways.  This idea is one that allows the children to experience the story in different ways.  There is story
telling, cooking, science, music, art, and games.  Each week of the rotation the children learn about the subject in a
different way so they will have a better understanding of the story and actually experience it not just hear it once.  It is a
wonderful way to teach children about the stories of Jesus of the love of God.  If you have questions about the program,
visit with the teachers or visit the class with your child.  Make plans to have your child attend Sunday school, our Christian
formation, so they will know more about their faith and make lasting memories.  See you Sunday.  Pastor Doug

Drive In Movie Time!
Saturday -  April 26th 2008

Adult’s Night Out for ages 18 to 100+   at the GALAXY DRIVE-IN, Garrett, Texas (north of
Ennis).  Gates open at 6:30 pm, movie starts at 8:00 pm.  2 feature movies for $6.00 each.
Car-pool from the church at 5:30 p.m.
They have putt-putt golf before the movie at a cost of $2.00 each.  Please note this is a cash
only establishment, and no outside food is allowed.  Plan on eating there, Hamburgers,
Nacho’s, etc. at great prices!  

Call the Church Office or Judy Cox for babysitting at the church 972-617-9100. 
For more information contact Mary Ann Paquin 972-742-2231, Ray Stevens at 214-399-4224 or the Galaxy :
galaxy.driveintheatre.com or 972-875-5505.  To get there from Red Oak take I 45 South and Exit 255 3 miles north of
Ennis.  Make a U turn and come back north on the service road to the entrance of the theatre.

Calling All Graduating Seniors 

Our church and the United Methodist Women would like to honor all of our high school graduating seniors on Sunday,
June 1st. If you are a graduating senior or a parent of a graduating senior, please call the church office (972-617-9100)
or Jo Wilsford (972-617-0672) with the name(s). We do not want to miss congratulating any seniors who are associated
with our church.



YOUTH NEWS!

Thanks to the Ashford and Rudd
families for their help with dinner on
Sunday!  We honored earth day this
Sunday with some earth-friendly
activities. This next Sunday we are

having "Soap and Suds" night. Youth, please bring a bar of
soap or a bottle of baby shampoo (no tears!) and wear clothing
that can get wet (you might want to bring a towel too).
Also, a reminder that this next Sunday is when the 2nd mission
trip deposit is due.  I will be contacting you with point totals this
week so that you will know if you have enough points for the
deposit or not.
Have a great week and we hope to see you soon!  Mara

ONE GOD, ONE FAITH, ONE WAY!

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

FELLOWSHIP DINNER
The Wednesday night Fellowship Dinner is
held at 6:00 pm.  Come join us for
Fellowship and Dinner for a small
donation..  
April 23 : Ham, Macaroni & Cheese, Raw Veggies, & Apple
Cobbler.
April 30: Burgers & trimmings, Chips & Pound Cake.
May will be the last of the Dinners until September.  Don’t miss
out on the great fellowship and meals prepared by our crew:
Katie Almond, Mike Stricker, & Dolores Moore.  Help is always
needed in setup and cleanup, If you would like to help please
call Mike Stricker at 972-765-0326, or just show up.  Come join
the fellowship.  

UM WOMEN’S COOKBOOK

& LORD’S ACRE PROJECT
Recipes Needed!!  Get your recipes in soon to Jennifer
McKnight at mcknight@sbcglobal.net or bring a copy to the
church office.  Profits from the cookbook go to Lord’s Acre to
pay off the building note.

Wish List:
Wish #1: $378 was received to pay for several more tables for
the Fellowship Hall.  We should be able to purchase 6 more
tables.

Wish #2: For the Church Office, Lori would like either wood
finish lateral files or a credenza to use behind the desk for
storage and to put the copier on.

Wish #3: Mitchell Jones is asking for donations of Magazines
once again.  The magazines are recycled to the Shut-ins with
Meals on Wheels, our home bound members and the Hospital
and Nursing Homes.  Place your donations in the foyer by the
Outreach collection.

Wish #4: The Red Oak Rehab Center is requesting OLD BLUE
JEANS.  Some of the residence are needing them to make
purses and other crafts from the Jeans.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
-CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:45 -
Meet in the Sanctuary for singing first.
“Forgiveness” (Story-telling, Science,
Music, Art, Cooking & Games)  (6 week -
Rotation Sunday School.)

-Jr. & Senior Hi: Mara & Jon Bailey New
Study “Life of Christ”

-Sunshine Class: Rotating Teachers:   New Study:
“God, The People, and the Covenant”, The Covenant in
Exile, Daniel’s Prayer for the People.   Daniel  9:1-7, 17-19.

-Enrichment Class:  - Rotating Teachers: “Faith Links”  

-Nomad& Seekers have combined:  - Rotating Teachers
“Is There Life After Stress” by James Moore

-Young Adult Class -Teacher: Stuart Almond.  Meeting in
the Library: World Religions

-Adult Bible Study : Wednesdays 10:30 am & 6:30 pm
lead by Pastor Doug 

-Youth Bible Study 6:30 Monday Sr. Hi, 6:30 Wed. Jr. Hi.

 Attention:  Lost & Found
One More Week to check for Your Lost Items in the Box in
the Kitche.  Please check the lost & found box in the kitchen
behind the door.  A few of the items are: Canon Camera, “My
Bible Activity Book”, brown fuzzy scarf, pink & blue child’s
scarf, tan & leopard, size 6 child’s hooded coat, black knit
jacket, Black Firehawk Cheer jacket, HAWK black gloves,
Pink knit & White fleese XL Old Navy and GAME BOY(in
office) games in a carrier (no game player).    If these items
are not collected they will be turned over to the outreach

by the first of May.

Lord’s Acre Up-Date
Our first Lord's Acre Game Night was a great success on
Saturday night.  Fun and fellowship was had by all who
attended.  The food was fantastic.  Thanks to Mary Young for
her hard work on cooking the food.  Thanks to all the
Lord's Acre Committee members for making this evening
such a success.  All proceeds that were made go toward
paying off the Church building loan.  A total of $450 was
raised for this event.  Our journey this year to pay off the loan
continues.

It’s A Boy!

 Jude Andrew

You are Invited to a

Shower

in honor of Bailey, Andy & Riley

Malone little addition

Sunday, April 27th at 2 pm

In the Fellowship Hall of FUMC

Mother & child are registered at Babies R Us & Target



NAMIWALKS FOR THE MIND OF AMERICA

“NAMIWalks for the Mind of America is a nationwide mental
illness awareness event to be held in more than 70
communities across the nation.  NAMI (National Alliance on
Mental Illness) funds research, education for family and
friends and support programs for patients.  Many people
suffer with bouts of depression, Ellis County NAMI offers help
with emotional support through this fundraiser.  The north
Texas 5K walk is May 3, 2008 at Fair Park.  Joanna Johnson
will be walking with the Ellis County group and is asking for
your support. Her goal is 10 donations of $10.00.  (Seventy
percent of the amount raised by Ellis County walkers will be
returned to the Ellis County NAMI.)  Call Joanna at 972-617-
9452.  Or contact her before or after the 10:50 service.
Joanna signs in the FUMC Chancel Choir.

UMW Friendship Circle Bible Study

The Friendship Circle of the United Methodist Women will
meet this Thursday, April 24th, at 7:00 PM in the Young
Adult classroom just behind the sanctuary.  The Bible study
for this year is “Above and Beyond – Hearing God’s Call in
Jonah and Ruth”.  This month, we will be studying Lesson 8,
“In God We Trust?”; the Scripture for the lesson is Ruth 3.
This lesson’s focus is that the true test of both calling and
character is whether we trust God and act faithfully in the
face of uncertainty and change.  Jo Wilsford will provide the
devotional and Beth Norris will provide refreshments for the
meeting.  All women are invited to become a part of this
UMW circle of friends.   If childcare is needed, please call the
church office.  Call Jo Wilsford (972-617-0672) if more
information is needed.  NOTE: The date for the next
Friendship Circle meeting is May 22.

Mark Your Calendars

Now!!

Vacation Bible School

Beach Party

SURFIN’ THROUGH THE SCRIPTURES

Coming - Sunday, June 22nd -

Thursday, June 26th

Lots of volunteers are needed to make this beach party a

smashing hit!  See Teresa McGee (972-824-2939)and Paige

Davis (972-523-8400) if you are interested in helping!

“Let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and

action.”    1John 3:18

THIS WEEK’S OPPORTUNITIES

Wednesday, April 23

  9:15 Laugh & Learn Day School

10:30 Adult Bible Study

  6:00 Wednesday Fellowship Dinner

  6:25 Children’s Choir

  6:30 Adult Bible Study & Youth ONEWORD Jr. Hi

  7:30 Adult Choir Practice

Thursday, April 24

  7:00 UM Women’s Friendship Circle

  7:00 Alcoholics Anonymous

  8:30 Gambler’s Anonymous

Saturday, April 26

 10:00 Praise Band Practice

   5:30 Adult Night Out (Leave Church for Drive In Movie)

Sunday, April 27

   8:30 Traditional Worship Service

   9:45 Sunday School for All Ages

 10:50 Blended Worship Service

   2:00 Bailey Malone’s Baby Shower

   2:00 Girl Scouts

   4:00 Boy Scouts

   6:00 Youth ONE Fellowship

Monday April 28

   9:15 Laugh & Learn Day School

   7:00 Cub Scouts

Tuesday, April 29

   6:30 Brownie Girl Scouts

   7:00 Girl Scouts

   7:00 Alcoholics Anonymous

Wednesday, April 30

  9:15 Laugh & Learn Day School

 10:30 Adult Bible Study

  6:00 Wednesday Fellowship Dinner

  6:25 Children’s Choir

  6:30 Adult Bible Study & Youth ONEWORD Jr. Hi

  7:30 Adult Choir Practice

Little Acorns Emmaus Group

Wednesday, April 30th 6:30pm

Meet in the Day School Office

at FUMC-Red Oak

The next Waxahachie District DeCorellis Gathering will
held on May 1st at FUMC Midlothian at 7:00 pm.
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

Reaching Up To God

Moving Into The World

Making Disciples For Christ

Douglas Blackford, Pastor
Jon & Mara Bailey, Assistant Pastors

Stuart Dorsey, Music Minister
Sunmi Goodwin, Pianist

Shannon Vinson, Laugh & Learn Day
School Director

Judy Cox, Nursery./Bldg. Mgr. 
Dana Ellard, Casi Holmes

& Amanda Byers, Nursery Attendents
Lori Stricker, Office Mgr.

Office Hours
Mon-Friday  9am - 4pm

(972)617-9100
Fax: (972)576-3276

First United Methodist Church

600 West Red Oak Road ~ PO Box 25

Red Oak TX 75154

Our Prayers

Please refer to the April Prayer List.  Please add the following

names to the list:  Mara in the loss of her grandmother, Roberta

Zachrich; Larry Holmes (Casi Holmes father); Family of Sandra

Lee Sprester in her passing (Friend of the Strickers); Laura

Young; Carolyn Stapleton, Hazel Madison (Dugger family); Bill

Cummings, Valerie James (Friend of Mike Stricker), Michelle

Kimbro (sister-in-law of Kimbro’s), Weyker family.

-DO YOU HAVE A “JOY OR CONCERN” your church family
needs to know?  Contact Lori Stricker (972-617-9100) or email at
the address listed below.

-Web site address: www.fumcro.org

- Up dates: Webservant@fumcro.org

-Newsletter & prayer requests: manager@fumcro.org

-If you have an emergency which requires the immediate
attention of the pastor, please call Pastor Doug Blackford 

at 972-576-5570; or Jon Bailey at 972-576-2224 or

Email: pastor@fumcro.org

Our Presence
Sunday School  –  9:45 am . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76

Morning Worship

Last Sunday  –  8:30 Traditional Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40

Last Sunday  –  10:50 Blended Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113

Youth ONE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

Our Service
-The Flower arrangement this Sunday is given by The Sacketts in
honor of Jonathan & Matthew Sackett’s Birthdays.

-Acolytes are: TBA.

-Ushers this week are: 8:30 (right door) Eva Rudd ; (left door)
Shelly Rudd.  10:50 (right door) Brian & Kelsey Goodloe, & Ron
&  Pam Briden (left door) Marilyn & Emily Byars.  (RIGHT DOOR
COUNTS THE ATTENDANCE)

-Offering Stewards are: Dale McKnight & Brian Goodloe

-Sound Technicians: 8:30 Don Newman; 10:50 Kayleigh Kitzman.

-Nursery is available every Sunday.  Volunteer is Norma Jones

-Children’s Church Volunteers are Melody & Nick Durazo & Lori
Stricker

The Quarterly Statements of giving  will be sent out in the
next week.  Please notify the church office of any changes
or errors in your statement.  Thank you for your support
and prayers.

The Church would like to begin sending the newsletters
by email to as many people as possible.  We would have
one sent out by mail before the first of the month; others would
be emailed if possible. Please send your email address to Lori
at manager@fumcro.org and add cloris_625@sbcglobal.net
to your address list., so that you can be added to the email list.


