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Come join us at First United Methodist Church of Red Oak

December 14 - 8:30 Traditional Worship Service; 

10:50 am Children’s Christmas Pageant

December 21 - 5:00 pm - Carols Around the Table - Bring a Dessert or Snack to Share

Come have your pictures taken with Santa

December 24 - 7:00 pm - Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service

The Office will be closed December 24th - 26th   and January 1st  & 2nd

No Newsletter on December 23rd.

The choir did an excellent job on Sunday.  The cantata was fantastic and
a wonderful way to here the Word of God in song.  Thank you for all your
hard work and for using your talents to help the church worship our Lord
and Savior during this time of the year.  

The children’s pageant will be this Sunday at the 10:50 service.  I know
that they have been working hard on the program and it will be another wonderful opportunity for us to
worship our Lord as they tell us the birth story.  Plan to join us for this special service.  Then plan to be here
for the carols around the table on Sunday, December 21st at 5 p.m.

Our special Christmas offering will be for connectional giving.  We are still working to meet our obligation to
the connection.  

I know that everyone is busy during this time of the year, but remember to take time to enjoy the season
and celebrate once again the birth of Christ, or Lord and Savior. 

See you Sunday,  Pastor Doug  



El Chico Youth Fundraiser
Monday, December 15

5 - 10 pm

Please join the youth at El Chico Restaurant (on I35

between Wheatland and Pleasant Run) on Monday, Dec

15th between 5 -10 pm for dinner. Say you are with the

Fundraiser group from FUMC and sign your names on

the sheet.  If 100 people come, the youth program will

get 10% of the proceeds!

Wednesday

Fellowship Dinner

December 10 – 6:00 p.m.

in the Fellowship Hall.
 

This is our last Wednesday Dinner for 2008 due to the

busy schedule of the church.  The supper will consist of
Soft Tacos, Ranch beans & ice cream.  Please come join
us for a good meal and fellowship.  Our dinners will start
back up in January on the 14th. 

Youth ONE News!!
On Sunday the theme for youth
was "Christmas Ain't Your
Birthday".  We talked about the

real reason we celebrate Christmas and thought
about ways that we could give instead of receive at
Christmas this year.  We took a short trip to Dollar
General to fill shoe boxes for Operation Christmas
Child, a mission that sends gift boxes to children
around the world who aren't able to celebrate
Christmas. 
Next week we will be meeting at the church at 1:45
to attend "Jesus' Birthday Bash", a district youth
event at FUMC Waxahachie.  Please bring $5 to
help offset the costs of the event.  We should return
to the church by 4:30.  
Have a great week!  – Mara Bailey 

ONE GOD, ONE FAITH, ONE WAY

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
The Christmas pageant for both the Angel and MMM

Choirs will be presented at the 10:50 AM worship

service on this Sunday, December 14th.  Kids’ choir

practices will begin at 6:30 PM on Wednesday,

December 10th and will last until about 7:20 PM.  There

will also be a special practice on Saturday, December

13th from 9:30 AM – 11:30 AM in the sanctuary.  At the

Saturday rehearsal, we will run through the pageant and

try on costumes. Several adult volunteers are needed
during the pageant to prompt and monitor; please let us
know if you can help!
NOTE: There will be no Kids’ Choir practices the rest of

December.  Kids’ choir practices will resume on January

14th. 

DATES TO REMEMBER:

Wednesday, December 10 – Kids’ Choir Practice (both Angel

and MMM); 6:30 PM – 7:20 PM
Saturday, December 13 – Special Saturday Practice; 9:30

AM – 11:30 AM

Sunday, December 14 – Children’s Christmas Pageant

during 10:50 AM Worship Service

Wednesday, January 14 – Kids’ Choir Practice resumes at

6:30 PM

UMW Friendship Circle Bible Study
The Friendship Circle of the United Methodist Women

will meet Thursday, December  18th, at 7:00 PM at the

home of Jo Wilsford at 208 S. Hillside (see Jo for a map

if needed).  The Bible study for this year is “Jubilee!

Luke’s Gospel for the Poor”.  This month, we will be

studying and discussing  Lesson 4, “Captives are

Released;” the scripture for the lesson is Luke 8:22–39.

In this lesson two stories describe Jesus’ power over the

chaos in human nature and in the natural world.  Arnell

Kimbro will provide the devotional and Claudia Mason

will provide refreshments for this meeting. All women

are invited to become a part of this UMW Circle of

Friends.  We always have good fellowship, delicious

refreshments, and lively discussions...come join us!  If

childcare is needed, please call the church office.  Call

Jo Wilsford (972-617-0672) if more information is

needed.  



Operation Connection
For the fourth year, our church has sent Christmas
boxes to our servicemen overseas.
This year’s recipients and church members are 

Fred Ballard (Brignon)
Doug Cantrell (Neel)
Kaston Fultz (Valerius)
Damien Guss (Stricker)
Christopher Hall (Sackett)
Mark Jones (John Jones)
Curtis Windsor (Sarah Windsor)

Many Thanks to all who contributed.  A Special Thanks
to the youth of our church for packing the boxes and
writing notes to the Servicemen. – Mission Committee

“Cookie Wonderland”  – A Big Thank You!!
We’ve certainly baked our share of cookies at FUMCRO
in 2008!  We want to thank everyone who brought their

favorite Christmas Treats and cookies to the Cookie

Wonderland at “Festival of Trees”.

We made over $800.00 to benefit Apportionments
/Connectional Giving!
Special thanks to the Sale Day Helpers and Leader:
Lynne Grandstaff, Arnell Kimbro, Heather & Emma Jo
Kimbro, Sherry Grandstaff, Tamela Sackett, and Katie
Almond.

Rev. Bobby & Onalee Wilkie

 205 Lazy Ln.

Red Oak, TX   75154

phone: 972-617-7581

-CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL: 
9:45 - Meet in the Sanctuary. 
“Christmas Messengers” 

-JR. & SENIOR HI: Mara Bailey
Leader Study “Bible 101"

-SUNSHINE CLASS: (In Sunshine Classroom right of the
Sanctuary) Winter Study: The Human Commitment,
Commitment to the Messiah, “Elizabeth’s Commitment”,
Luke 1:39-45.

-ENRICHMENT CLASS (In Fellowship Hall) - Study:
FaithLinks 

-SEEKERS (In PDO Office)  - “Christmas from the
Backside”

-YOUNG ADULT CLASS -(In the Library) - “The Bible
Jesus Read - Old Testiment”

-ADULT BIBLE STUDY - Teacher: Pastor Doug. 
Wednesday at 10:30 am. & 6:30 pm  Study: The Bible 

THIS WEEK’S OPPORTUNITIES

Wednesday, December 10

10:30 Pastor’s Morning Adult Bible Study

6:30 Children’s Angel & MMM Choirs Practice

6:30 Pastor’s Evening Adult Bible Study

6:30 Young Adult Bible Study

6:30 Youth ONE Jr. Hi. Bible Study

7:30 Adult Choir Practice

Thursday, December 11

6:30 Girl Scouts (3 troups)

7:00 Cancer Support Group 

7:00 Alcoholics Anonymous

8:30 Gambler’s Anonymous

Friday, December 12

6:30 Parent’s Night Out

Saturday, December 13

8:00 UM Men’s Breakfast

9:30 Kid’s Choir Practice for the Children’s
Christmas Program

 6:00 Cub Scouts Potluck Parent/Leader Dinner

Sunday, December 14

8:00 Joyful Heart Singers

8:30 Traditional Service

9:45 Sunday School for All Ages

10:50 Children’s Christmas Pageant & Worship
Service

12:00 HandBell Practice

2:00 Youth Jesus Birthday Bash in Waxahachie

4:00 Boy Scouts Troop #652

4:30 UM Women’s Christmas Dinner & Program

RED OAK LIONS CLUB

PANCAKE BREAKFAST

With Santa & Elvis

Saturday –  December 20

7:00 am - 11:00 am

Photos with Santa $5.00

All You Can Eat Pancakes & Sausage

$4 adults & $2 children
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

Reaching Up To God

Moving Into The World

Making Disciples For Christ

Douglas Blackford, Pastor
Mara Bailey, Intern Pastor

& Youth Minister
Jon Bailey, Assistant Pastor
Stu Dorsey, Music Minister

Sunmi Goodwin, Pianist
Lori Stricker, Office Mgr.

Judy Cox, Nursery./Building Mgr.
Amanda Byars, Casi Holmes & 
Dana Ellard, Nursery Attendants
Shannon Vinson, Laugh & Learn

Day School Director

Office Hours
Mon-Friday  9am - 4pm

(972)617-9100
Fax: (972)576-3276

First United Methodist Church

600 West Red Oak Rd.

PO Box 25

Red Oak, TX   75154

Our Prayers

Please see the enclosed December Prayer list.  Additions will be listed

here: Grandson of Linda Moffet (friend of Yates family);Jonathan &

Matthew Malone and parent’s Chris & Mary Malone in their

adoption in Russia, Tom Dugger (Rita’s son); Zac Cotton; Nancy

Freeman & family; Caleb Moore; Lonni Palmer; Congratulations to

Clifton Dugger he was promoted to Sargeant in the Army.

Our Service

-The flowers are Poinsettias for the next two weeks.  Thank you for your
donations.

-Acolytes are: TBA (Volunteers needed, please see Jo Wilsford
before the service.

-Ushers this week are: 8:30 (right door) Philip Trees, (left door) Terry

Maxwell.  10:50 (right door) Sherry, Sarah & Amy Doty;  (left door)

Elaine, Valerie & Sara Nobles.    (Right Door counts the attendance)

-Offering Stewards are: Travis Young & Monica Ball

-Technicians: Sound:  8:30  Don Newman; 10:50 Jackson Smiley

Power Point: Jon & Mara Bailey

-Nursery is available every Sunday.  Volunteers: Judy Cox

-No Children’s Church until December 21.

Our Presence
Sunday School All Ages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93

Sunday Morning Worship 8:30 Service . . . . . . . . . . . 63

             10:50 Service . . . . . . . . . . 147

Our Gifts

Total Budget 2008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 386,000

Budget needed to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 364,168

Total Income received to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 324,171

General Budget needed weekly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 7,432

General Budget Rec’d last week . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 8,348

Apportionments for 2008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 47,572

Apportionments Paid to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 21,455

-Do You have a “JOY OR CONCERN” your church family

needs to know?  Contact Lori Stricker (972-617-9100) or

email at the address listed below.

-Web site address: www.fumcro.org

- Up dates: Webservant@fumcro.org

-Newsletter & prayer requests: manager@fumcro.org

-If you have an emergency which requires the immediate

attention of the pastor, please call 

Pastor Doug Blackford at 972-576-5570; 

or Jon Bailey at 972-576-2224 or Email: pastor@fumcro.org 


