First United Methodist Church
Red Oak, Texas
The Acorn

“A Small Package of Large Possibilities”

December 21 - 5:00 pm - Carols Around the Table
Bring a Dessert or Shack to Share
Come have your pictures taken with Santa
December 24 - 7:00 pm - Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service
The Office will be closed December 24™ - 26" and January 1% & 2"

No Newsletter on December 23,

MERRY CHRISTMASI!

A huge thanks to the children for reminding us of the true meaning of Christmas. The pageant was wonderful.
The adults leading our children deserve many thanks for their time and efforts. It is always wonderful to see
the children’s pageant and have them lead us in worship of our Lord and Savior.

The weather now feels like Christmas. Maybe those worried about getting into the spirit of the season can do
so now. I know that it is always hard for me to get into the spirit of the season when we have warm weather.
I feel the cool weather helps set the mood. It also helps with the hot chocolate and warm Christmas cookies.
I know that everyone is busy with preparations for the season and Christmas day. I pray that each of us will
remember why we celebrate during this time of the year. Christ entered into creation to save each of us.
Celebrate the salvation that comes to us through Christ as we live out God'’s will in our lives.

See you Sunday. Pastor Doug




Priscilla & Aquila Award

Our church functions so well because of
the volunteers who give countless hours
to all of our programs. Each year, the
Priscilla and Aquila Award serves as a
small thank you to two individuals for their
tireless dedication. Please search your
heart for a man and a woman whom you
think should be recognized this year. Ballots are
available in your bulletin on Sunday and the presentation
will be made in January. Past recognition has gone to
Philip Trees & Jo Wilsford in 2005, Don Newman &
Melba Watson in 2006; Mitchell Jones & Lynne
Grandstaff in 2007.

Dani Muckleroy Church Growth Committee

Our Service

-The flowers are Poinsettias for the next week. Thank
you for your donations. Flowers for Dec. 28™ in honor of
Steve & Charlotte Yeadon’s 16™ Anniversary.

-Acolytes are: TBA (Volunteers needed, please see Jo
Wilsford before the service.

-Ushers this week are: 8:30 (right door) Philip Trees,
(left door) Terry Maxwell. 10:50 (right door) Sherry,
Sarah & Amy Doty; (left door) Elaine, Valerie & Sara
Nobles. (Right Door counts the attendance)

Dec. 24 - as many of the ushers as possible from
the list above.

-Communion Servants Dec. 24: Terri Yates, Neva
Ransom, & Lori Stricker

-Offering Stewards are:
Dec. 21: Jody Smock & Brian Goodloe
Dec. 24: Don Newman (TBA)
Dec. 28: Dale McKnight & Charles Daubitz
-Technicians: Sound:
Dec. 21: 8:30 Les Mitchell; 10:50 Jackson
Smiley
Dec. 24: 7:00 Don Newman
Dec. 28: 8:30 Don Newman; 10:50 Kayleigh
Kitzman
-Power Point Video Tech:
Dec. 21: Jon Bailey
Dec. 24: Scott Sackett
Dec. 28: Tom Rogers
-Nursery is available every Sunday.
Volunteer: Judy Cox
-Children’s Church Volunteers:
Dec. 21: Tammy Ashford & Cinnamon
Stillwell (Page. 80 Community Helpers)

Dec. 28: Carrie & Phil Haralson
(Page 82 Teachers are important)

FLOWER LIST FOR
2009

The Flower list for 2008 is posted in the
~ foyer. Sign up early so you can get your
favorite dates, anniversaries, birthdays and
memorials.

Flowers are picked up every week on Friday from the
florist. The flowers will remain at $30 for as long as we can
have a volunteer to pick up the flowers. Thanks so very
much to Helen Malone for picking up our flowers. You can
take the flowers home after the 10:50 service or pick them
up on Monday, if you like. If you have a preference of color
or special arrangement please call the church office well in
advance.

Jackson Nicholas
Bolton
born Thursday,
December 11, 2008
7 Ibs. 8 oz.

Proud granddad is Tim
Brownlee
Great Grandmother is
Earline Brownlee

Youth Grief Support Group
formed

For students (5" - 12" Grade)
at
Acorn Academy
Tuesdays
6:30 - 8:00 pm

Sponsored by Practical Parenting Education
Please call Jacque Morris or Linda Peterson
at 972-617-5895 ext. 3526
to register or request more information

RED OAK LIONS CLUB
PANCAKE BREAKFAST

With Santa & Elvis
(Yes we did say Elvis)
Saturday — December 20
7:00 am - 11:00 am

Photos with Santa $5.00
All You Can Eat Pancakes & Sausage
$4 adults & $2 children



CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION

-CHILDREN’S SUNDAY

SCHOOL: 9:45 - Meet in the Sanctuary. “Christmas
Messengers”

-JR. & SENIOR HI: Mara Bailey Leader Study “Bible
101"

-SUNSHINE CLASS: (In Sunshine Classroom right of
the Sanctuary) Winter Study: The Human Commitment,
Commitment to the Messiah, Dec. 21: “Shepherds
Glorify God”, Luke 2:8-20; Dec. 28: “John the Baptist
Proclaims God’'s Message”, Luke 3:7-18.
-ENRICHMENT CLASS (In Fellowship Hall) - Study:
FaithLinks

-SEEKERS (In PDO Office) - “Christmas from the
Backside”

-YOUNG ADULT CLASS -(In the Library) - “The Bible
Jesus Read - Old Testiment”

-ADULT BIBLE STUDY - Teacher: Pastor Doug.
Wednesday at 10:30 am. & 6:30 pm Study: The Bible

Attention all 5" & 6" Graders

Bible Retreat
Fun — Worship — Games

January 16 - 17, 20009
$45 campers/ $40 adults

Glen Lake Camp & Retreat Center
254-897-2247

www.glenlake.org
(Churches must have adult volunteers to
accompany the children — please call the church
office if you are interested)

this week due to Carols Around
the Table. There will be no youth the week of the
28" for Christmas/New Year Break. Have a safe
and enjoyable holiday! — Mara Bailey

ONE GOD, ONE FAITH, ONE WAY

THIS WEEK'S

OPPORTUNITIES
Wednesday, December 17

10:30 Pastor’s Morning
Adult Bible Study

6:30 Young Adult Bible
Study Christmas
Party

7:00 Cub Scouts Pack Council Meeting
7:30 Sunshine Class Christmas Party
at the Wammack Home

Thursday, December 18
9:30 Scrapbooking
6:30 Daisy Girl Scout
7:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
8:30 Gambler's Anonymous
Friday, December 19
3:00 Youth Caroling Trip to San Antonio
7:00 Scout Court of Honor
Saturday, December 20
7:00 Lion’s Club Breakfast withSanta
8:30 “YAWN” - UMW Baking Cookies
6:00 Youth Return from San Antonio
Sunday, December 21
8:00 Joyful Heart Singers
8:30 Traditional Service
9:45 Sunday School for All Ages
10:50 Blended Service
12:00 Reception for Baptism of Emma Jo Daniel
12:00 Hand Bell Practice
Wednesday, December 24
7:00 Christmas Eve
Candlelight Communion Service
Office Closed
December 24 - 26
Sunday, December 28
Services as usual
Monday, December 29
NEWSLETTER & CALENDAR ITEMS
FOR JANUARY DUE
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Office Closed Jan 1 & 2

Sunday, January 4
12:00 Youth fundraiser Lunch

12:30 All Committees Meet — New Committees
Meet to discuss 2009 Calendar

1:40 Administrative Council Meets to set
Calendar for 2009 - All Committee Chairs and Leaders
of Special Groups (Boy/Cub Scouts, Laugh & Learn
Day School, etc.) must attend to place their dates on
the 2009 calendar.



First United Methodist Church
600 West Red Oak Rd.

PO Box 25

Red Oak, TX 75154

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Reaching Up To God
Moving Into The World
Making Disciples For Christ

Douglas Blackford, Pastor
Mara Bailey, Intern Pastor
& Youth Minister
Jon Bailey, Assistant Pastor
Stu Dorsey, Music Minister
Sunmi Goodwin, Pianist
Lori Stricker, Office Mgr.
Judy Cox, Nursery./Building Mgr.
Casi Holmes & Dana Ellard,
Nursery Attendants
Shannon Vinson,
Laugh & Learn Day School Director

Office Hours
Mon-Friday 9am - 4pm
(972)617-9100
Fax: (972)576-3276

Our Prayers
Please see the enclosed December Prayer list. Additions will be listed
here: Grandson of Linda Moffet (friend of Yates family);Jonathan &
Matthew Malone and parent’'s Chris & Mary Malone in their adoption in
Russia, Tom Dugger (Rita’s son); Zac Cotton; Nancy Freeman & family;
Caleb Moore; Lonni Palmer; Don Webb (Friend of Shannon Wilson);
Chris Vinson: Judy Cox; Cindy & Lee Hein.

Congratulations to Clifton Dugger he was promoted to Sargeant in the
Army.

Our Presence

Sunday School AllAges .. ... .o 82
Sunday Morning Worship 8:30 Service ................ 45

10:50 Service .. ............. 174

Our Gifts

Total Budget 2008 . ........ ...t $ 386,000
Budget neededtodate ........................... $ 371,600
Total Receivedtodate ............c.couuiiuunnnnn. $ 332,681
General Budget needed weekly . ..................... $7,432
General Budget Rec'd lastweek ..................... $ 7,566
Apportionments still needed for2008 . ................ $ 20,386

-Do You have a “JOY OR CONCERN?” your church family
needs to know? Contact Lori Stricker (972-617-9100) or
email at the address listed below.

-Web site address: www.fumcro.org
- Up dates: Webservant@fumcro.org
-Newsletter & prayer requests: manager@fumcro.org

-If you have an emergency which requires the immediate
attention of the pastor, please call

Pastor Doug Blackford at 972-576-5570;

or Jon Bailey at 972-576-2224 or Email: pastor@fumcro.org

CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING
Dedicated to
Apportionments/Connectional
Giving




