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Vacation Bible School

June 22 – June 26  –  5:45 - 8:45 p.m. 

        “SURFIN’ THROUGH THE SCRIPTURES”   

Sign Up Now!  We need kids, lots and lots of kids!  And YOU can volunteer one day or five days.   At this time we
need volunteers to lead the kids from class to class and help with supervision; you become their “Beach Life Guards”. 

We still need a group or individuals to sponsor the June 22nd Sunday night VBS meal.  Vacation Bible School starts
with dinner at 5:45 pm for five evenings at First Church – Red Oak. 

Come DECORATE the sanctuary for the Beach Party VBS on Saturday, June 21st from 2:00 - 7:00 pm.  Also come
for a quick VBS Staff/Volunteer meeting immediately after church (12:00).   

VBS WISH LIST:   

Tiki Torches, Hut / Cabana, Fish Nets, Surf Board, Plastic “Floatie” Beach Balls, Rings,
Rafts, Sand Buckets, Pails, Shovels and Digging Sand Toys or Tools, Big Plastic,
Swimming Pool, Sand Beach Chairs, Beach Mats, Large Shells and Starfish, Big Colorful
Plastic Sunglasses for Decorating Purposes, Kid Size Plastic Sunglasses to give the
children (150 pair), Pink Yard Flamingos on a Stick or Pink Blow Up Flamingos, Beach
Towels, Bags of Play Sand (5), Any other Beach Type Decorations.  Also Mara needs the
following for her Story time decorations:   Sheets (brown, blue, green and off white); a

small pup tent (two person); 2 pieces of fleece (natural color); Flashlights, Walking Cane; Pottery (for
marketplace); Wooden Dishes; White Robe; Multi-color or Purple Robe; Oil Lamps.  Please be sure your name is
somewhere on your articles if you would like them back.

If you would like to make a donation to this great outreach to our own children and the children of our community. 
Just be sure to mark VBS in the memo.

 Lots of volunteers are needed to make this beach party a smashing hit!  Sign up sheets are available in the foyer and
can be turned in by leaving them in the sand bucket or turning them into the office.  Any questions call Teresa McGee
(972-824-2939) or Paige Davis (972-523-8400) if you are interested in volunteering or helping call the church office at
972-617-9100.

It is hot and summer is here.  

As we complain about the hot weather, there are those that are dealing with flooding.  As the
Body of Christ I would ask each of you to pray for those affected by the flooding as they have
lost homes, loved ones and personal belongings.  I guess I will just deal with the heat and try
not to complain because I do not have to deal with flood waters.  I would also ask that you

keep our military personnel and their families in your prayers.

In two weeks we will have a large number of children at the church for VBS.  I am calling for volunteers to help with this
adventure.  This year the theme is “Surfing through the Scriptures” and looks to be fun and exciting.  I know those
preparing for VBS would appreciate your help in any way you can pitch in.  Take a night or all week to help lead the
children as they learn about their faith and Christ.  Contact the office, Paige Davis or Teresa McGee if you are willing and
able to spare a little time for VBS.  See you Sunday, Family in Christ, Pastor Doug



Lord’s Acre News
In case you didn’t know:  Lord’s
Acre Day is a big festival day the
last Saturday in September when
the whole church is taken over with
a huge event to raise money to pay
off the Building Note for First United Methodist Church.
We will have all kinds of activities going on this year.
Bounce houses for the kids, silent auction and live
auction, Barbeque lunch cooked overnight by our Church
men; and the quilt is auctioned at the live auction.  It is
always a fun day to attend and it is really fun to see how
many unusual things are auctioned off by an authentic
auctioneer.
Please get you quilt blocks finished ASAP.  As you know
the deadline was supposed to be Sunday, June 1st.  If

you are having trouble please call
Chuck or Renee @ 972-938-2968.
Again we want to thank everyone
who embroidered a block, this is
such a big part of getting the quilt
done and we really appreciate the help.

We also want to tell you it is never
too early to start thinking about donations for the Lord’s
Acre Day Auction. We will be taking donations for the
silent auction and the live auction in September which will
be here before we know it. 

Our next project will be a Hamburger – Ice-cream Social
in July.  Information for this event will be coming soon in
the newsletter. 

ELLIS COUNTY
OUTREACH

Don’t forget the church continues to
provides oatmeal in canisters and 12

oz packages of pasta on a monthly basis. 
Thank you for helping with this ministry.  You can place
your donations in the grocery cart in the foyer.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 2008
MISSION PROJECT

This year the Central Texas Conference UMW Mission
is “Project Confidentiality”.  The UMW is collecting
women’s personal hygiene products.  There is a red &
silver container in the hallway marked “UMW Project
Confidentiality”.  This is not a trash can but a container
for your donations.  As in the past, the Red Oak UMW
invites the congregation to join us in this endeavor.
 

Youth News!
Congratulations again to all of our
graduates in the class of 2008!  We
will all be praying for you as you enter
into this next stage of life!  There are
a few youth events coming up: this
Wednesday (June 11th) is a Jr. High hang out night at
the church from 7-9.  Bring some friends and we will be
hanging out at the church playing games, listening to
music, etc.  This Saturday is our summer kick-off party at
the Brown's house (526 Seneca Dr).  Meet us out there
in the afternoon after 3:00 and bring your swimsuit!  We
will be hanging out there until about 8:00.  There is no
youth this Sunday due to Father's day but please make
sure that by this Sunday you have checked your name
on the mission trip list outside the youth room and also
sign up for Six Flags on the 17th if you want to go. See
you soon!

ONE GOD, ONE FAITH, ONE WAY!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
-CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:45 -
Meet in the Sanctuary for singing first.
“Teach Us How to Pray” (Story-telling,
Science, Music, Art, Cooking & Games)  (6
week -Rotation Sunday School.)  

-Jr. & Senior Hi: Mara & Jon Bailey Study
“Life of Christ”

-Sunshine Class: Rotating Teachers:  Summer Study:
Images of Christ; Images of Christ in Hebrews, “Christ
as Redeemer”, Hebrews 9:11-18; 10:12-14, 17-18..

-Enrichment Class:  - Rotating Teachers: “Faith Links”  

-Nomad& Seekers have combined for a study together:  -
Rotating Teachers “If You’re Going the Wrong Way...
Turn Around!” by James Moore.

-Young Adult Class -Teacher: Jon Bailey.  Meeting in the
Library: The Methodist Book of Disciple.

-Adult Bible Study - Teacher: Pastor Doug.  Meeting in the
Library Wednesday at 10:30 am. Study: The Bible.

Waxahachie District Choir Forming
for Superintendent Installation

Don Scott, our soon to be District Superintendent, has
requested that a district-wide choir sing at his installation
on Sunday, June 29th, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at Ferris Heights
United Methodist Church, 108 Center St. in Waxahachie.
Rehearsal times will be Sunday, June 15 at 5 - 7 p.m.
and 6:00 pm on Sunday, June 29th (one hour before the
installation), at Ferris Heights UMC.  Anyone who has a
passion for singing the Gospel is invited to be involved in
this awesome occasion.  If you have any questions,
please call Ed Gibson, Director of Music at First United
Methodist of Waxahachie.  972-937-4400.



United Methodist Men will meet for Breakfast on the second
Saturday of the Month as usual, June 14th at 8:00 am.  Bill
Belote and Terry Brown will prepare breakfast.

"A NIGHT OUT AT THE BALL PARK:
RANGER'S TICKETS AVAILABLE SOON"

It is that time of year again when the United Methodist
Men joyously invite everyone to a fun filled night at the
Rangers Ballpark in Arlington on Monday afternoon, July
28th.  As always, the United Methodist Men encourage
outreach to friends, family, and those in the community.
This year any money raised as a product of ticket sales
will go to the Lord’s Acre Fund.  The United Methodist
Men hope to see you there and as the Ranger’s slogan
goes, “You could use some baseball.”   Tickets go on
sale this week for $6 per person.

UMW Reading Program
The purpose of the Reading Program for the United Methodist
Women is to encourage women to expand their understanding
of & participation in God’s mission;  to enhance self-knowledge;
to encourage critical thinking about issues facing humanity
today; and to increase sensitivity to people; and to strenghten
our involvement with others.  We also help our Red Oak Group
to remain in the catagory of a Five Star Unit by reading. 
We would like to encourage our UMW to read a minimum of 4
books from 4 catagories.  If you would like to participate in the
Reading Program, please see Lori Stricker (972-765-0327) and
she will give you the information you need.  Or you can go
online at www.umwonline.org and check out the Reading
Program Online Community.  We now have several new books
from the 2008 book list in the United Methodist Women’s
Library in the Sunshine Room for those who would like to
participate.   Join us and do some reading this Summer!

CANS FOR 
APPORTIONMENTS

At this time the Youth have taken
over the can collection and
recycling.  Our donations at this
time are going to help pay the
Apportionments.  Please note that we only take
aluminum cans.  NO Bulk Aluminum or Foil. 
Thanks for your donation in the past for the Santuary
Sound/Video System.  This system has been completed
for the time being.  Don’t forget to save your aluminum
cans for our other projects!  God Bless You!

THIS WEEK’S OPPORTUNITIES
Wednesday, June 11

  9:15 Summer Fun Program for Laugh & Learn

 10:30 Adult Bible Study

  7:00 Emmaus Reunion Group : “Little Acorns”

  7:30 Adult Choir Practice

Thursday, June 12

  7:00 Cancer Support Group

  7:00 Alcoholics Anonymous

  8:30 Gambler’s Anonymous

Saturday, June 14

8:00 United Methodist Men’s Breakfast

Sunday, June 15

FATHER’S DAY!

  8:30 Traditional Worship Service

  9:45 Sunday School for All Ages

10:50 Blended Worship Service

Monday, June 16

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES DUE IN OFFICE

   9:15 Laugh & Learn Day School Summer Fun Program

   1 - 5 Transform Your Summer - YOUTH ONE WEEK -
Outreach Day

Tuesday, June 17

Youth ONE Week - Six Flags Day

  7:00 Alcoholics Anonymous

Wednesday, June 18

   9:15 L&L Day School Summer Fun Program

 10:30 Adult Bible Study                      

   5:45 Youth ONE Week - Ranger’s Game

   7:00 Little Acorns Emmaus Group

Thursday, June 19

   9:30 Scrap-booking

  7:00 Alcoholics Anonymous

  7 - 9 Youth ONE Week - Hang Night

  8:30 Gambler’s Anonymous

 Friday, June 20

   7:00 Youth ONE Week - Pool Party

Sunday, June 22

“Surfin through the Scriptures” 

Beach Party Vacation Bible School Begins Nightly at 5:45pm

Tuesday, June 24

9 am - 4 pm    Life Line Screening – Fellowship Hall
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

Reaching Up To God

Moving Into The World

Making Disciples For Christ

Douglas Blackford, Pastor
Jon & Mara Bailey, Assistant Pastors

Stuart Dorsey, Music Minister
Sunmi Goodwin, Pianist

Shannon Vinson, Laugh & Learn Day
School Director

Judy Cox, Nursery./Bldg. Mgr. 
Dana Ellard, Casi Holmes

& Amanda Byers, Nursery Attendents
Lori Stricker, Office Mgr.

Office Hours
Mon-Friday  9am - 4pm

(972)617-9100
Fax: (972)576-3276

First United Methodist Church

600 West Red Oak Road ~ PO Box 25

Red Oak TX 75154

Our Prayers
Please refer to the June Prayer List.  Email or add your additions to
the list by filling out a prayer request at the church.  Please add the
following Prayers: Robert Tiffany (Oma & Les Mitchell’s son-in-law)
Injured and now medically released from the Navy (now living in
Bentonville, AR.); Stu Dorsey, small tears in left ankle tendon;
Breland “Bo” Floyd (Wayne Kimbro’s friend); The Weyker
Family, Billie Jean Manthei, (friend of Fouts Family);  Mason
Warren & Family; Danny Byars; Marjorie Coffey & Eris Shelton.

Praises:  Sharon Bliss (Margie McElroy’s Daughter) has been
smoke free for 8 months with the help of God and Chantix: Cindy
Belote - Teacher of the Year.

Michael James (son of Oma Mitchell) is in pilot training after
promotion to Warrant Officer.  He is stationed at Ft. Rucker, AL.

-DO YOU HAVE A “JOY OR CONCERN” your church family
needs to know?  Contact Lori Stricker (972-617-9100) or email at
the address listed below.

-Web site address: www.fumcro.org

- Up dates: Webservant@fumcro.org

-Newsletter & prayer requests: manager@fumcro.org

-If you have an emergency which requires the immediate attention
of the pastor, please call Pastor Doug Blackford at 972-576-
5570; or Jon Bailey at 972-576-2224 or Email:
pastor@fumcro.org

Our Presence
Sunday School  –  9:45 am . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75

Morning Worship:

Last Sunday  –  8:30 Traditional Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35

Last Sunday  –  10:50 Blended Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92

Our Service
-The Flower arrangement this Sunday is given by Hugh & Lynne
Grandstaff Family in honor of Robert’s graduation from US
Merchant Marine Academy.

-Acolytes are: TBA (If you would like to volunteer, please see Jo
 Wilsford before service.

-Ushers this week are: 8:30 Terry & McKenna Maxwell.  10:50
(right door) Teresa & J’Len McGee & Sherry & Sarah Doty;
(left door) Elaine & Sara Nobles.  

-Offering Stewards are: Jody Smock & Charles Daubitz.

-Sound Technicians: 8:30 Les Mitchell;10:50 Jackson Smiley

-Nursery is available every Sunday. 

-Children’s Church:   Tammy Ashford & Cinnamon Loden.

Our Gifts
Total Budget 2008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 386,000

Budget needed to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 172,936

Total Offerings received to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 144,923

General Budget needed weekly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 7,432

General Budget Rec’d last week . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 5,412

Yearly Apportionment (Benevelence) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 47,572

Apportionment Paid to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 5,823


