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Johns Hopkins University

School of Education

College Admissions Counseling

ED 863.629

Summer 2009

Instructor:

Cheryl Holcomb-McCoy, Ph.D., NCC  




Professor




301-294-7044




cholcom1@jhu.edu
Office Hours:
By appointment

Credit Hours:
3.0

Class Time:     
Monday-Friday, July 6-10, 2009, A & R Building, Room 203

Website:

www.holcombmccoy.com

Course Description:  

This course is designed to provide systematic training in counseling for the college admission and selection process.  Graduate students in the school counseling program or other counseling specialties will be introduced to concepts and practical skills required for competency in working with diverse college applicant populations (e.g., the first generation college student, the learning disabled, the student athlete).  The course will consist of lectures, presentations, group learning activities, video viewings, class discussions, and “hands-on” activities designed to enhance knowledge of the college admission and selection process.  Topics will include addressing inequities in college access and college-going, organizing a college counseling office, developing a college-going high school culture, application and admissions criteria for various types of colleges, and an outline of financial aid and scholarship programs. 

Course Objectives:

CACREP School Counseling Standards Met 

A.8  Knowledge and use of current and emerging technology in education and school counseling to assist students and their families in accessing resources that increase academic and career choices

C.2.b.  Individual, group and classroom guidance approaches systematically designed to assist children and adolescents with academic, career, and personal/social development

At the end of this course, students will be able to:

· Demonstrate a knowledge of the entire college admission and selection process

· Demonstrate knowledge of the crucial role of the school counselor in the college admissions process and an understanding of the needs of special populations from a multicultural and equity perspective

· Demonstrate knowledge of financial aid, scholarship, work-study, and other resources for the college student

· Demonstrate knowledge of consultation procedures from a multicultural perspective with parents, teachers, administrators, admission personnel, and other pupil personnel professionals

Required Texts/Readings:

*Springer, S. P., & Franck, M. R.  (2005).  Admission matters:  What students and 
parents need to know about getting into college.  San Francisco, CA:  
Jossey Bass.

*National Association of College Admissions Counseling.  (2005).  Fundamentals


of college admission counseling manual.  Author.

Roderick, M. et al., (2008).  From high school to the future: Potholes on the road


to college. (Research Report and Case Studies).  Chicago:  Consortium on 
Chicago School Research at the University of Chicago. 

Ferguson, R. F. (2003).  Teachers’ perceptions and expectations and the black-
white test score gap.  Urban Education, 38, 460-507.

Perna, et al. (2008).  The role of college counseling in shaping college


opportunity: Variations across high schools.  The Review of Higher 
Education, 31, 131-159.

Muhammad, C. G. (2008).  African American students and college choice: A 
consideration of the role of school counselors.  NASSP Bulletin, 92, 81-94.
McDonough, P.  (2005).  Counseling and college counseling in America’s high


schools.  Alexandria, VA:  National Association for College Admissions 
Counseling.

Smith, M. J.  (2008).  Right directions, wrong maps: Understanding the


involvement of low-ses African American parents to enlist them as 
partners in college choice.  Education and Urban Society, 41, 171-196.

Cooper, R., & Liou, D. D.  (2007).  The structure and culture of information


pathways: Rethinking opportunity to learn in urban high schools during 
the ninth grade transition.  The High School Journal, 43-56.
Course Requirements:

1.
Class attendance and participation.  Because of the intensity and nature of 
this course, class attendance and participation is imperative.  Failure to 
attend class will impact your grade.

2.  
Assigned readings.  Relevant articles will be given to students to read in 
class or for homework.

3.  
Letters of recommendation.  Write college recommendations for two 
students (case studies attached).
 (1.5-2 pages in length)



Due:  July 12th by 5 pm. (20 points; 
10 points/letter)
4.  
Review of minimum of 6 college guides and/or websites:  Examples 
include- Maryland Higher Education Commission, The Princeton Review, 
The College Board College Handbook, Barron’s Profiles of American 
Colleges, Peterson’s, Insider’s Guide to the Colleges, U.S. News World 
Report Ultimate College Guide, Rugg’s Recommendations, Fiske Guide to 
Colleges, and The Best 361 Colleges.  Useful websites or search 
engines/software might be reviewed:  College MatchMaker: The College 

Board, ACT website, My Road, Guidance Direct, Naviance.  See attached 
review format.  Due July 10th  (30 points; 5 points/review) 
5.  
Final Course Project.  This original project must be a school-based college 
counseling activity. The project does not have to be implemented but 
must be presented in a format that shows that the preparation is 
complete and ready to use.  The final product must show understanding 
of the key concepts that are presented in the course.  If you choose to 
organize a program, then you must have all of the components 
completed.  For example, if you organize a college fair, you must have all 
of the necessary letters, forms and details completed as part of the 
information submitted for a grade.  Due:  July 17th by 5 pm. (50 
points)

Examples of projects include:

· Power point presentation for low-income and/or parents of first generation college students about financial aid including supporting handouts

· College counseling resource guide

· Internet based college search resource guide 
· College planning guide for parents of first generation college students
· Organizing a multi-day college tour for a specific population of students
· Preparing a series of college-going newsletters for seniors and/or parents

Course Session Format: 

Each class session will begin promptly at 9 am.  See session format below. 

9 am – 10:30

Lecture

10:30 – 10:45
Break

10:45 – noon

Lecture/activities

noon – 1:00

Lunch

1:00 – 2:30

Lecture/activities

2:30 – 2:45

Break

2:45 – 4:00

In-class activities/group activities

Attendance Policy:  

The university attendance policy states that instructors will clearly communicate attendance expectations and grading policy in the course syllabus.  Clearly define how many points/percentage the student’s grade will drop for each unexcused absence.

Classroom Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

If you are a student with a documented disability who requires an academic adjustment, auxiliary aid or other similar accommodations, please contact Karen Salinas in the Disability Services Office at 410-516-9823 or via email at ksalinas@jhu.edu.
Statement of Diversity and Inclusion

Johns Hopkins University is a community committed to sharing values of diversity and inclusion in order to achieve and sustain excellence.  We believe excellence is best promoted by being a diverse group of students, faculty, and staff who are committed to creating a climate of mutual respect that is supportive of one another’s success.  Through its curricula and clinical experiences, the Department of Counseling and Human Services purposefully supports the University’s goal of diversity, and, in particular, works toward an ultimate outcome of best serving the needs of all students in K-12 schools and/or the community.  Faculty and candidates are expected to demonstrate a commitment to diversity as it relates to planning, instruction, management, and assessment.

Course Schedule

	Date
	Topic
	Readings

	7/6/09
Monday
	Introductions and overview; students’ experiences with college admissions process; role of high school counselor in college admissions process and equity; the college admissions process and equity; college choice theory   
	

	7/7/09
Tuesday
	Nuts and Bolts of College Admissions; Resources to search for a college; conducting the college search; setting up a college counseling office; college search websites; Developing a college-going culture in a high school
	· NACAC Manual:  1, 2, 3, 4, 8

· Admission Matters:  1, 2, 3

· McDonough

· Oakes 

· Ferguson

	7/8/09
Wednesday
	10 am – noon: Field Trip to Richard Montgomery High School.

1:00 – 4:00 Writing college recommendations; completing applications
	· NACAC Manual: 5, 19, 20, 

· Admission Matters: 4, 5, 8

· Roderick et al.

· The College Board’s Source Book Sampler

· Perna

	7/9/09
Thursday
	Community Colleges and alternative routes to a college degree; students with learning disabilities and college admissions; Working with parents, families
	· NACAC Manual: 9, 10, 11
· Admission Matters: 7, 10, 11

· Muhammad

· Smith

· Cooper

	7/10/09
Friday
	Financial aid forms; standardized testing (SAT, ACT, PSAT, PLAN)

Speaker:  Vivian Lee—National Office of School Counselor Advocacy, The College Board; Summary of Course
	· NACAC Manual: 18, 21, 

· Admission Matters: 6, 9


College Website/Guide 

Review

Name of Guide/Website (include publisher and/or funding organization):

Website address:

I.  Overview of Guide or Website:


Describe type of information that can be found


Describe format of information


Delineate the audience that would find the information useful

II. Critique of Guide or Website:


Provide a brief critique of the site or guide’s usefulness to a high school 
counselor


What do you like or dislike about the guide/site?


Is the guide/website student-friendly?  Parent-friendly?  Culturally 
appropriate?  

No more than 2 pages per review (double-spaced, type written)

Student I

Student Name:  Carlos H.



Senior

I.   Test Score Information

SAT (range 200-800 each section; average is about 500 for each 
section)

Date: 
10/08
    Critical Reading  480
 Math
410
   Writing  410  



    Overall Score: 1300

Date
 3/08
    Critical Reading  420      Math  410
   Writing  380




    Overall Score: 1210




SAT Subject Test

Date
3/08
Subject Spanish
Score   460
II.   Do your test scores and grades accurately reflect your academic potential?  If not, explain why.

No.  I don’t do well on tests…I always do better in grades.  I kinda freeze when I take tests.  The language is hard to understand and I run out of time.

III.  Transcript information.  List any college courses taken during high school that are not included on your transcript.

Cumulative GPA:  3.1

Taken 1 honors courses (Spanish); No AP courses

Math courses taken:  Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2
IV.  List your extracurricular activities and achievements; academic honors and awards; hobbies, special interests, or talents; community service activities, and work experience

Soccer (varsity team), Hispanic/Latino Student Organization (Vice President), volunteer at center for the disabled in his community, worked 20 hours per week at McDonald’s Restaurant in 10th and 11th grades

V.  Attach a copy of your college personal essay if it is completed or, on a separate sheet of paper, answer “What sets you apart as an individual?”

VI.  Where were you born?  If not in the U.S., at what age did you move to the U.S.?

Born in Mexico and came to this country when an infant (6 months old).

VII.  Do you speak more than one language?  If so, list and indicate fluency.

 Spanish and English fluently

VIII.  With whom are you living?  Mother      Father _   Both parents X     Other

IX.  Will you be the first person in your immediate family to attend 
college?

    Yes.

X.  Please tell us about your family.  List your siblings, providing name, age, current school, grade, degrees, and/or occupation.

I have 4 half siblings in Mexico, none of them have been to college.  My oldest sister in the U.S. works in Los Angeles as a bank teller, she completed high school.  My younger brother (10 years old) has Down Syndrome.  He goes to a special school (4th grade) in Baltimore. I will be the first to go to college.

XI.  Parents’ or guardians’ occupations and highest level of education   completed

    My mother finished the 9th grade in Mexico.  She works as the supervisor of 
the housekeeping staff at a upscale hotel in downtown Baltimore.

    My father finished the 6th grade. He worked as a handy man at a local resort-   
type facility but had to stop working when he hurt his back.  He stays 
home now and cares for my younger brother with Downs Syndrome.

XII. Do you have any significant travel experience?  Describe, including dates.


I’ve traveled to Mexico twice (in the 2nd and 8th grades)

XIII.  Is there any significant, unique, or unusual experience, situation, or involvement that you want to share?

Since my brother’s birth, I’ve become really sensitive about the issues of people with special needs.  I think that people ignore people with special needs and I hate that.  My brother is just as loving as every one else and he deserves a chance to be happy.  My family deals with not only being discriminated against because we are Latino/Hispanic but also the discrimination that occurs to people with special needs.  

XIV.  List three adjectives that you feel best describes you and explain why.

Dedicated:  
 I’m dedicated to my family and community

Friendly: 
 I speak to everybody.  I really like to talk and enjoy my friends

Tough:  
I’ve been through some tough times and I made it through.  There 


is nothing that I can’t get through

XV.  
List the colleges to which you are applying and why.

College:    Towson University—I like their programs in special education; close to 

home

College:    Frostburg State University—They have a special ed. program

College:    University of Maryland—They have a special ed program and I like big 

schools. I like their soccer team too.  

Student II

Student Name:   Christine S.


Senior

I.   Test Score Information

SAT (range 200-800 each section; average is about 500 for each 
section)

Date: 
10/08
    Critical Reading  670
 Math
720
   Writing  740




    Overall Score 2130


Date
 3/08
    Critical Reading  610      Math  650
   Writing  700




    Overall Score  1960

SAT Subject Test

Date
3/08
Subject  Chemistry Score  710

SAT Subject Test

Date
3/08
Subject  Literature
Score  690

AP or IB Test
 
Date:
5/08
Subject  Calculus AB 
Score  4

AP or IB Test

Date:
5/08
Subject  Eng. Literature
Score  4
II.   Do your test scores and grades accurately reflect your academic potential?  If not, explain why.

Yes.

III.  Transcript information.  List any college courses taken during high school that are not included on your transcript.

Cumulative GPA:  3.8

Taken 3 AP courses (English Literature, Calculus, History)

Math Courses:  Algebra I, II, Geometry, Trigonometry, Calculus AB

IV.  List your extracurricular activities and achievements; academic honors and awards; hobbies, special interests, or talents; community service activities, and work experience

National Honor Society

Swim Team
V.  Attach a copy of your college personal essay if it is completed or, on a separate sheet of paper, answer “What sets you apart as an individual?”

VI.  Where were you born?  If not in the U.S., at what age did you move to the U.S.?

Maryland, United States

VII.  Do you speak more than one language?  If so, list and indicate fluency.

 No.

VIII.  With whom are you living?  Mother      Father _   Both parents X     Other

IX.  Will you be the first person in your immediate family to attend college?
    No.

X.  Please tell us about your family.  List your siblings, providing name, age, current school, grade, degrees, and/or occupation.

I have one sister.  She graduated from Swarthmore College in 2007 and she is currently a medical student at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore.   

XI.  Parents’ or guardians’ occupations and highest level of education completed
    My mother is a gynecologist in private practice and my father is an oncologist  

    at the National Institutes of Health. 

XII. Do you have any significant travel experience?  Describe, including dates.

I’ve traveled to Europe (London, Rome, Paris) for family vacations (2006, 2007).

XIII.  Is there any significant, unique, or unusual experience, situation, or involvement that you want to share?
I am involved on the school newspaper staff and I enjoy time with my friends.  I swim everyday and have competed on a swim team since I was 7.  

XIV.  List three adjectives that you feel best describes you and explain why.

Smart—I think of myself as smart.  I’ve always been known as the “smart 


girl”


Ambitious—I want to be a world-renown surgeon and or work to develop 


cancer treatments.


Competitive—I like to compete because it makes me work harder.



Although I’m competitive, I am not a sore loser.  Competition is 


fun!

XV.  
List the colleges to which you are applying and why.

College:    
Johns Hopkins University—Great school for pre-med degree

College:
Duke University—Great school for pre-med degree

College:    
Tufts University—Great school!  I love Boston.  

