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      Issue 8— March 3, 2010                                                                                    First Baptist Church • Monroe • North Carolina 

Senior Minister Search 
Committee 

 The Nominating Committee is seeking recom-
mendations for the seven-member Senior Minis-
ter Search Committee.  To submit a member for 
consideration, forward the following information 
in writing to the Nominating Committee:  �����
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 Recommendations will be accepted until 
������ ��	� 
���� and can either be mailed to the 
church addressed to the Nominating Committee, 
placed in the church office in the box labeled 
“Nominating Committee” or submitted by email 
to nominating@monroefirstbaptist.org.  We also 
request prayers during this process. 

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of North Carolina 
General Assembly — First Baptist Church, Winston-Salem 

Worship Highlights: 
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Friday Night — Dr. Cecil Sherman�
Visiting Professor of Pastoral Ministry, BTSR and Founding Coordinator, CBF 

Saturday Morning — Revs. Craig A. and Jennifer C. Janney�
Craig is Assistant Dean of Strategic Communications, Athletic Chaplain and Instructor in Religion at Chowan University 

Jennifer is Associate Minister to the University and Instructor in Religion also at Chowan University 

For registration, Friday night dinner reservations, further details, discounted hotels, etc., go to www.cbfnc.org 

Join us for a Covered-Dish Lunch on 
Palm Sunday, March 28 immediately following 

Morning Worship 

Children through grade 5 are invited to participate in an 
Easter Rock Hunt following lunch 

Donations of Easter candy are needed for the children 
Place donations in the marked bin in the Gathering Area 
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����� �!�    Bible Fellowship  
" ��#�!�    Preschool Extended Session 
" �$#�!�    Service of Worship 
��#�  �%�     Youth Group 
��#�$#�%�    Youth Choir 
  &�� �%��    Snack Supper  
  ��  �%�     Chancel Ringers 
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��(�  �%�    Poovey Denmark Group 
��&�  �%���� TOPS 
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����� �!�    Craft Club 
��&�� �%�     Board of Trustees 
  ��  �%�     Lottie Moon Group with Pat Turner 
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"(�  �%�   Community Lenten Service 
                    St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
��#�� �%�    Fellowship Meal 
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��&�"#�%�    Child Care  
  Music Time 
  Music Makers 
                    Children’s Choir 
  &�( �%�    Prayer Meeting 
��&�� �%���� Lenten�Bible Study 
     Youth Discussion 
                    Wednesday Night Handbell Group 
 �&�$#�%�   Missions Rotation 
           Mission Friends 
                          Girls’ Missions 
                          Boys’ Missions 
  ��� �%�    Chancel Choir 
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��(�� �%�    Blood Drive in Multipurpose Room 

Pastoral Care Emergencies 
Minister on Call March 5-12 
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By the Numbers … 
Sunday, February 28, 2010: 
Bible Fellowship Attendance ....................................................... 138 
 
 
 
 
Worship Attendance ..................................................................... 210 
Weekly Budget Requirements..............................................$ 11,408 
Budget Receipts ...................................................................$ 14,935 
Budget Requirements to Date .............................................$296,608 
Budget Receipts to Date .....................................................$304,381 

MissionsFirstMissionsFirstMissionsFirstMissionsFirst    
�� The LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING� for March will benefit Crisis 

Assistance Ministries, a local agency that provides financial 
help for families in need.� � In February we received $228.32 for 
the LOOSE CHANGE OFFERING which benefitted Loaves and 
Fishes.�

�� We have an on-going ministry that provides food-filled 
backpacks to needy school kids.  You can help by donating non-
perishable snacks/foods (peanut free).  Place donations in the 
marked bin in the Gathering Area.�

�� Remember to check the Missions Board for names of children in 
need of school uniforms.�

�� Interested in helping with a ministry of chopping and/or delivering 
firewood to needy families? Contact Tim McBride (704-634-9985).�
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Scripture: -�.	�"��"���
Additional Scriptures: Psalm 63:1-8 
I Corinthians 10:1-13; Isaiah 55:1-9 Adults .................................................................................108 

College................................................................................... 7 
Youth..................................................................................... 6 
Children ................................................................................17 

Thank you to everyone who 
helped with the Volleyball 
Tournament this past Satur-
day, especially to the Athlet-
ics Outreach Mission Com-
mittee headed by Mark 
Pittman.  A total of 47 peo-
ple participated in the tour-
nament, and there were 18 
volunteers who helped 
throughout the morning.  
Many good comments were 
heard from participants.  A 
total of $326.00 was raised 
for Loaves and Fishes of 
Union County. 

Blood Drive 
Friday, March 12  —  2:30-7:00 p.m. 

Multipurpose Room 



 
 
 
 

Anthem by The Chancel Choir 
“In the Shadow of Your Wings” by John Leavitt 

Sermon by John Hewett 
“There but for the Grace . . .” 
Scripture: Isaiah 55:1-9; Luke 13:1-9 

Audio CDs of our worship services are available in the church office.  Audio 
recordings of sermons are available at  www.monroefirstbaptist.org 

First Baptist Family 
Please remember the following in prayer: 
 Russ, Teri and Matt Sharp 
 Katherine Cox at home 
 Kutaw Newgard at home 
 Annie Bragg in Lake Park 
 Bob Thompson in VA Hospital, Salisbury 
 Arnold Mills at home 
 Karen Marossy at home 
 Bob Turner at home 
 Elmo Sims, father of Paul Sims 
 Albert Lilley, stepfather of Tony Lilley 
 Mack Barrett, brother-in-law of Jane Austin 
 Gene Vaughan, son of Frances Vaughan 
 Bill Stubbs, brother of Jim Stubbs 
 Alan Kohler, brother of Eleanor O’Neill 
 Jamie Turner, son of Jim Turner 
 Marilyn LeGrange, mother of Brenda Lowery 
 James Mackay/Chris Harris, serving in Iraq 
 Jordon Wilkerson, serving in Afghanistan 

The Worship of God 
March 7, 2010  -  10:45 a.m. 

Committees  
Sunday School Greeters: 
 Forefront Class 
Church Office Volunteer: 
 Martha Parris 
Security: 
 Narthex - R. V. Lee 
 Gathering Area - Alvin Kilby 
Ushers: 
 R. V. Lee, Ann Wild, Lorey White, 
 Nancy Thomas, Frances Vaughan 
Offertory: 
 Rebecca Mills, Paula Lee, Annette Kilby, 
 Ann Handy 
Preschool Extended Session: 
 Nursery-Christina Kale,  Susanne Ungerer 
 Preschool I-Robin Haas, Darcy DeMart 
Money Counters 
 Frances Vaughan, Ray Sowder 
Wednesday Night Helpers: 
 J. T. and Martha Nance, Doris Ramsey, 
 Jane Hawkins 

Wednesday, March 10, 12:00 noon 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
����������������
�������������

Ushers for CBF General Assembly … 
 First Baptist has been asked to enlist 10 ushers for 
the CBF General Assembly which meets in the Charlotte 
Convention Center June 23-26.  Ushers will be needed 
Thursday morning and evening, and again on Friday eve-
ning.  Responsibilities include collecting the offerings, 
distributing materials, and assisting with distributing the 
elements for communion.  A training session will be 
provided prior to the opening session. If you would 
be willing to serve as an usher, please call or email the 
church office. 

Books Needed … 
 I f you have a copy of th e book 
“Unchristian” (written by Kennerman) that was distrib-
uted about 3 years ago to some of our members, please 
return them to the church office.  The book is based 
upon studies by the Barna Group of churches across 
America in crisis. There are others in our fellowship 
who would like to read the book.   

Don’t forgot to sign up for 
our church league 

Softball Team 
Cost of $25 is due to the 

church office by March 21 

If you plan to join the FBC Team, 
contact Nick Coffey at 

704-219-1809 
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“Free and faithful Baptists ministering in the heart of Union County since 1852” 
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  RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Farther Along ... 
   
 
We had a moment Sunday afternoon after church.   I can’t remember when I’ve been so profoundly grateful 
for and deeply moved by a group of free and faithful Baptists.  Over 120 of you stayed to share your life wish 
for First Baptist Church with God, each other, and your elected leaders.  It was holy ground. 
 
The personnel committee is to be commended for taking the initiative to do what elected leaders do so 
rarely: ��������� Moderator David Lee was sensitive and skillful in drawing us out to speak the truth in love. And 
you rose to the occasion.  You disagreed without being disagreeable.  You allowed the Holy Spirit to speak 
through you.  You showed passion and clarity about the future of this congregation.  I was proud to know 
you. 
 
We mustn’t squander this; we must create an environment in which this conversation continues and is ele-
vated to strategic levels, asking these crucial questions: 
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This is “balcony conversation.”    It gets high enough up above the everyday stuff of church life to see the 
things that can make an eternal difference. 
 
Tough decisions are coming, made inevitable by this current economic downturn/recession/stagnation.  But 
you proved Sunday you can face tough decisions with courage, tact and love.   Here’s what I know:  We are, 
all of us, brothers and sisters in Christ.  We are family.  And we’re headed to the Kingdom. 

John Hewett 


