
Gwinnett County Property Maintenance Ordinance

 Here are some of the Property Maintenance Ordinances that need to be complied with in Westchester Commons. If you have a
complaint please report it  to the Zoning Complaint Section at 770-822-7675. You can find more information at www.co.gwinnett.ga.us
and click on Departments then click on Code Violation Form under Planning and Development.

Article 2
Property Maintenance

Section 2.1. Fences and Walls

Fences and walls shall be maintained in a structurally sound condition and in good repair. Fences shall be free from loose or rotting
materials and shall have braces and supports attached or fastened in accordance with common building practices.

Section 2.2. Grass, Weeds and Uncultivated Vegetation

Premises and exterior property shall be maintained free from grass, weeds or uncultivated vegetation in excess of 12 inches
 in height.

Section 2.3. Junk Vehicles

Junk vehicles shall not be kept, permitted, parked, stored or maintained on any premises or public street right-of-way.

Section 2.4. Open or Outdoor Storage

The open or outdoor storage of appliances, building materials or rubbish, equipment, garbage, goods, glass, materials,
merchandise, rubbish, trash or similar items shall not be permitted, maintained or stored on any premises for more than 24
hours.

Section 2.5. Trees

   1.Hazardous Trees

     Dead, dying, damaged or diseased trees shall not be allowed to exist or to be maintained on any premises which are hazardous to
persons on adjacent property or to adjacent property. A finding by a registered forester or certified arborist shall constitute prima-facie
evidence that a tree is in danger of falling upon adjacent lots or public streets due to the death or impending death of the tree, or due
     to damage by weather conditions or due to disease infestation.

   2.Tree Stumps

     Tree stumps greater than 12 inches in height above ground level shall not be permitted or maintained on any premises for more than
30 days after the tree has been cut.

   3.Tree Debris

     Felled trees, slash, removed tree limbs, or other portions of any tree shall not be permitted or maintained on the ground on any
premises for more than 30 days.

     Exceptions:
         2.cut wood which is neatly stacked in lengths not to exceed 3 feet;

Section 2.6. Swimming Pools

Stagnant water in swimming pools conducive to the breeding or harboring of mosquitoes or other insects shall not be permitted or
maintained on any premises. A finding by a health official of the Gwinnett County Environmental Health Department shall constitute
prima-facie evidence that stagnant water in a swimming pool is conducive to the breeding or harboring of mosquitoes or other insects.



Article 3
 Building Maintenance

Section 3.1. Exterior Surface Treatment

All exterior surfaces, including but not limited to, doors, door and window frames, cornices, porches and trim shall be maintained in
good repair. Exterior wood surfaces, other than decay resistant woods, shall be protected from the elements and decay by painting or
other protective covering or treatment. Peeling, flaking and chipped paint shall be eliminated and surfaces repainted. All siding and
masonry joints shall be maintained weather resistant and water tight.

Section 3.2. Exterior Walls
Exterior walls of buildings shall be maintained free from holes, breaks, loose or rotting materials; and shall be maintained weatherproof
and properly surface coated as needed to prevent deterioration.

Section 3.3. Roofs

Roofs of buildings shall be maintained so that they are structurally sound and in a safe condition and have no defects which might
admit rain or cause dampness in the interior portions of a building. All portions, additions or sections of a roof including, but not
limited to, the fascia, eave, soffit, sheathing, rafter tail, barge rafter, vent screening, gutter, downspout, roof jack, lead or metal flashing,
shall be complete with all
trim strips, moldings, brackets, braces and supports attached or fastened in accordance with common building practices.

Section 3.4. Exterior Stairways, Decks, Porches and Balconies

Exterior stairways, decks, porches and balconies, and all appurtenances attached thereto, of buildings shall be maintained so that they
are structurally sound, in good repair, with proper anchorage and capable of supporting the imposed loads.

Section 3.5. Windows

Windows of buildings shall be fully supplied and maintained with glass window panes or with a substitute approved by the director of
the Department of Planning and Development, which are without open cracks or holes. Screens, if provided, shall be securely fastened
to the window.

Section 3.6. Exterior Doors and Frames

Exterior doors of buildings shall be maintained so that they fit reasonably well within their frames so as to substantially prevent rain
and wind from entering a building. Exterior door jambs, stops, headers and moldings shall be securely attached to the structure and
maintained in good condition without splitting or deterioration. Additionally, exterior doors shall be provided with proper hardware and
maintained in proper working condition.

Section 3.7. Decorative Features

Cornices, belt courses, corbels, terra cotta trim, wall facings and similar decorative features shall be maintained in good repair with
proper anchorage and in a safe condition.

Article 6
 Penalties, Validity and Effective Date

Section 6.1. Penalties

   1.Fine and/or Sentence
     Any person convicted by a court of competent jurisdiction of violating any provision of this ordinance shall be guilty of violating a
duly adopted ordinance of the county and shall be punished either by a fine not less than $250 per day and not to exceed $1,000 per
day, or by a sentence of imprisonment not to exceed 60 days in jail, or both a fine and jail or work alternate. Each day that a violation
continues after due notice has been served shall be deemed a separate offense.


