SERMON 010911 THE MUSTARD SEED
MARK 4: 30  Again he said, "What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it?

31  It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest seed you plant in the ground.

32  Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds of the air can perch in its shade."

33  With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand.

34  He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything.

THE GOSPEL OF MARK CONTAINS ONLY A FEW OF JESUS’ TEACHINGS COMPARED TO THE OTHER GOSPELS RATHER HE CONCENTRATES ON JESUS’ WORKS.

SO WHAT TEACHINGS WE DO FIND WE MUST PAY ATTENTION TO.

IN CHAPTER 4 OF MARK JESUS TEACHES THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER

IT TEACHES US THAT THE WORD OF GOD WILL BLESS THOSE WHO WELCOME IT, KEEP IT AND PUT IT INTO PRACTICE.

LAST WEEK JESUS TAUGHT US THE PRINCIPLE OF SYNERGY.

THE MEASURE OF GOD’S REWARDS GO FAR BEYOND THE MEASURE OF OUR SERVICE TO HIM.   SYNERGY 1+1=3

BUT THOSE WHO HOLD BACK FROM SERVING GOD LOOSE WHAT LITTLE THEY TRY TO HOLD ON TO.   

ANTI SYNERGY1+0=0
IN THIS WEEKS TEACHING WE DISCOVER THAT MUSTARD IS THE SPICE OF LIFE AND THAT IT BRINGS US TO THE TOUGH CHOICE. 
MARK 4: 30  Again ^JESUS^ said, "What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it?

THIS IS A REAL CLIFF HANGER FOR THOSE WHO READ IT THE FIRST TIME.  AFTER HEARING THE SUBLIME WISDOM OF THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER  WHAT WILL JESUS COMPARE THE KINGDOM OF GOD TO????
WE’VE BECOME SO FAMILIAR WITH THE TEACHINGS OF CHRIST WE SOMETIMES FORGET THE DRAMA OF its PRESENTATION. 

31  It is like ……..a mustard seed,……… which is the smallest seed you plant in the ground.

32  Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds of the air can perch in its shade."

WHAT WAS IT LIKE FOR JESUS’ DISCIPLE TO HEAR THIS PARABLE  FOR THE FIRST TIME.    WHAT WERE THEY EXPECTING WHEN IT CAME TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD? 

NOW I WOULDN’T KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A MUSTARD SEED AND A PUMPKIN SEED

BUT IN JESUS DAY EVERYONE PLANTED GARDENS FOR FOOD AND EVERYONE KEPT SEEDS FROM THEIR HARVEST TO PLANTED THEM THE NEXT YEAR SO EVERYONE KNEW THAT MUSTARD SEEDS WERE REALLY TINY. 

THE PLANT REFERED TO IS SINAPIS NIGRA OR BLACK MUSTARD. SMALL ROUND SEEDS THAT GROW ANYWHERE.  IN FERTILE SOIL CAN REACH A HEIGHT OF 12 FEET AND BIRDS ARE ATTRACTED BY THE SEEDS. 

WHAT IMPORTANCE IS THE LESSON? 

WHAT DID THE JEWS OF JESUS DAY EXPECT? 

THEY WERE LOOKING FOR A MIGHTY WARRIOR KING, A DECENDENT OF DAVID, TO RISE UP AND OVERTHROW ROME. 

THE KINGS RULE WOULD BE IMPOSED UPON ALL PEOPLE  BASED ON THE MIGHT OF THE ARMIES OF THE KING.  

BUT WHAT DOES THIS PARABLE PRESENT?

WE PICTURE “A KINGDOM” AS A FORM OF GOVERNMENT, IN THIS CASE THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD IS IMPOSSED ON THE PEOPLE AND INFORCED BY THE KINGS ARMY.

BUT A MORE ACCURAT TRANSLATION WOULD REPLACE EXPRESSION “KINGDOM OF GOD” WITH “REIN OF GOD.” 

NOT A CIVIL GOVERNMENT IMPOSSED FROM ABOVE BUT A WILLING INWARD CONSCENT OF THE PEOPLE  TO THE AUTHORITY OF GOD OFFERED UP.
CIVIL LAW CONTROLLS BEHAVIOR WITH THE THREAT OF PUNISHMENT.

A WILLING INWARD CONSCENT KEEPS THE LAW ON THE BASIS OF PERSONAL DESIRE TO SUBMIT BECAUSE OF THE RIGHTNESS AND GOODNESS OF THE LAW.

THE PARABLE TEACHES THAT THE REIN OF GOD WILL NOT BE ACCOMPLISHED BY WAR AND INFORCEMENT FROM ABOVE UNDER THREAT OF PUNISHMENT BUT BY WILLING INWARD CONSENT.
IT BEGINS WITH AN UNWILLING SINNER.  HE HAS NO RESPTECT FOR THE KING OR HIS LAW AND HAS NO INTENTION OR EXPECTATION TO SUBMIT TO IT. 
TO HIM IT APPEARS A SMALL SEED COMPARED TO SELF WILL OR OTHER KINGS AND LAWS. 

LIKE THE MUSTARD SEED WHEN IT’S PLANTED,  AT FIRST THE SPROUT LOOKS NO DIFFERENT THAN ANY OTHER SPROUT.  

IN THE BEGINNING, THE REIN OF GOD AND HIS LAW HAS LITTLE IMPACT ON THE LIFE AND BEHAVIOR OF THE SINNER.
LATER, AT SOME POINT, THE SPROUT OUTGROWS ALL THE OTHERS AND EVENTUALLY THE SINNER IN WHOM IT GROWS REALIZES THIS SEED IS NOT LIKE ALL THE OTHERS. 

LIKE A GARDENER HE WILL HAVE TO CHOOSE WHICH PLANTS WILL BE ALLOWED TO GROW AND WHICH WILL BE WEEDED OUT.   
AND THIS IS THE TOUGH CHOICE
EVENTUALLY THE SINNER IS COMPELLED TO MAKE A DECISION.  EITHER TO SUBMIT TO THE KING AND HIS LAWS OR TO REJECT IT IN FAVOR OF SOME OTHER KING AND SOME OTHER LAW. 

IF HE CHOOSES TO WEED OUT THE MUSTARD HIS GARDEN WILL LOOK LIKE ALL THE OTHER GARDENS.

BUT IF HE CHOOSES TO KEEP THE MUSTARD, HE WILL FIND IN TIME THAT IT IS BEST AND GOOD AND WILL IT WILL GROW AND BEAR FRUIT BEYOND ALL EXPECTATION. 

YET STILL IT’S A TOUGH CHOICE
YOU SEE, THERE IS YET ONE ELEMENT OF THE PARABLE WE HAVE NOT CONSIDERED

THE BIRDS PERCHING IN ITS SHADE.  WHAT DO THEY SYMBOLIZE? 

WE MIGHT PICTURE BLUEBIRDS OR ROBINS MAKING A LITTLE NEST IN THE TREE AND THERE THEY ARE SINGING AND FEEDING THEIR LITTLE CHICKS. 

THAT’S NOT A TOUGH CHOICE WHO DOESN’T LIKE THAT PICTURE? 

I DON’T THINK THIS IS WHAT JESUS HAD IN MIND.   REMEMBER HE WANTS TO GIVE HIS DISCIPLES A REALISTIC AND ACCURATE PICTURE OF THE REIN OF GOD. 

NOW I USED TO ENJOY SEEING THE SQUIRRELS JUMPING FROM TREE TO TREE IN MY YARD TILL WE GOT CHICKENS.

ONCE I SAW THE SQUIRRELS ATTACK THE CHICKENS AND EAT ALL THEIR FOOD MY ATTITUDE CHANGES.   THEY ARE DANGEROUS PESTS. 

SO IT IS WITH BIRDS IN THE GARDEN IN JESUS’ DAY.

JESUS USED BIRDS IN THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER……DO YOU REMEMBER WHAT THEY SYMBOLIZED?    SATAN.

MRK 4: 4  And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way side, and the fowls of the air came and devoured it up….

15  Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. As soon as they hear it, SATAN comes and takes away the word that was sown in them.
WE FIND BIRDS IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION AS WELL. 

REV 18: 1 ¶  After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven. He had great authority, and the earth was illuminated by his splendour.

2 With a mighty voice he shouted: "Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great! She has become a home for demons and a haunt for every evil spirit, a haunt for every unclean and detestable bird.

NOT A PRETTY PICTURE.

WHAT DO THEY MEAN HERE IN THE PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED? 

THE NEAREST THING WE SEE TO THE REIN OF GOD IN THIS WORLD IS WHAT?  

US …..THE CHURCH.  

IF JESUS WAS THE MUSTARD PLANT HE WOULD BE ALL MUSTARD AND NO BIRDS.

CAN WE SAY THE SAME OF OURSELVES? 

CAN WE SAY THE SAME OF THE CHURCH? 

NO.  WE’VE GOT MUSTARD, BUT WE’VE GOT BIRDS TOO.

THE BIRDS ARE SIN,  THEY ARE NOT THE MUSTARD,  THEY ARE UNWELCOME VISITORS.  BUT,  WHERE EVER YOU FIND THE MUSTARD PLANT YOU WILL FIND BIRDS. 

THIS IS A REALISTIC PICTURE OF THE REIN OF GOD IN OUR LIVES AND IN THE CHURCH.   

ANYONE WHO CLAIMS DIFFERENT IS WRONG. 

STILL THERE IS ONLY ROOM FOR ONE MUSTARD PLANT IN THE GARDEN.  

AND STILL WE ARE FACED WITH THE TOUGH CHOICE

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED THE MUSTARD SEED IN YOUR LIFE? 

 TOUGH CHOICE IF YOU FOCUS ONLY ON THE BIRDS AND IGNORE THE MUSTARD PLANT.  

WHICH WILL YOU CHOOSE? 
IF WE ARE JUST ANIMALS, OUR PURPOSE IS SIMPLY TO SURVIVE AND MULTIPLY AND THEN DIE.   ANY KINGDOM WILL DO AND THE LAW OF THE JUNGLE  “KILL OR BE KILLED,”  WILL DO.

BUT AS CHRISTIANS, WE BELIEVE THAT GOD PUT US HERE FOR A REASON,  AND EACH OF US HAS A UNIQUE PLACE TO FULFILL IN HIS PLAN AND HIS KINGDOM.
BUT ONLY WITH OUR PERSONAL DESIRE, OUR WILLING INWARD CONSENT TO LET GOD REIN IN OUR LIVES CAN WE FIND GRACE AND POWER TO BE WHAT HE INTENDS US TO BE AND TO FULFILL THE PURPOSE HE CREATED US FOR.

AND GOD’S PURPOSE IS BEST AND IT IS GOOD.

33  With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand.

34  He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything.

JESUS USED PARABLES TO HELP HIS DISCIPLES UNDERSTAND THE KINGDOM OF GOD,..  AS MUCH AS THEY COULD. 

WE’VE LEARNED A LOT TODAY.  
BUT MAY BE LIKE THE DISCIPLES YOU MAY NEED TO HAVE SOME QUESTIONS ANSWERED .

LET’S MEET ONE ON ONE WHEN AND WHERE IT’S GOOD FOR YOU.  

IT’S A TOUGH CHOICE.  
YOU WANT TO MAKE THE RIGHT CHOISE, 
YOU NEED YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED. 
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