SERMON 011611 
MARK 4: 35 ¶  That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, "Let us go over to the other side."

36  Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him.

37  A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped.

38  Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, "Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?"

39  He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, "Quiet! Be still!" Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.

40  He said to his disciples, "Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?"

41  They were terrified and asked each other, "Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!"

THE ALL SAINTS UNIVERSITY
NO BUILDING, NO CLASSES TO ATTEND, ONLY ONE TEXT BOOK- THE BIBLE. NO CREDITS AND NO DEGREES.  YOU GRADUATE ON THE DAY YOU DIE. 

IT’S A PASS FAIL COURSE.  THOSE WHO PASS RECEIVE A ROBE, A CROWN, AND A MANCHION IN NEW JERUSALEM.

THOSE WHO FAIL …..REGRET IT.   AND THERE’S NO DO OVERS. 
MARK 4: 35 ¶  That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, "Let us go over to the other side."

JESUS HAD BEEN PROCLAIMING THE GOOD NEWS OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD, TO A MULTITUDE ALONG THE SHORE OF THE SEA OF GALILEE,  HEALING THE SICK, CASTING OUT DEMONS, AND PERFORMING OTHER MIRACULOUS SIGNS AND WONDERS.

THE SEA IS ABOUT 6 MILES WIDE AND DENSLY POPULATED ALL AROUND ITS SHORE.  

THE APOSTLES WOULD HAVE WELCOMED A CHANCE TO GET AWAY FROM THE CROWDS AFTER A LONG DAY.

THEY WOULD SAIL AN HOUR OR SO TO THE OTHER SIDE.  ARRIVING UN ANOUNCED THEY COULD CATCH A MEAL AND MAY BE A ROOM FOR THE NIGHT BEFOR ANYONE KNEW THEY WERE THERE. NICE. 

JESUS HAD OTHER PLANS.  I DON’T THINK JESUS EVER WASTED HIS PRECIOUS TIME.  

JN 5: 19  Jesus gave them this answer: "I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.

THE APOSTLES WERE ABOUT TO TAKE A POP QUIZ IN ALL SAINTS UNIVERSITY.

36 Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him.

IN THE GREEK TWO KINDS OF BOATS INDICATED   PLOION A LARGER SAIL BOAT
AND PLOIARION A SMALL ROW BOAT

TO RECONSTRUCT THIS DAY’S ACTIVITY FROM MARK’S ACCOUNT WE SEE THAT 

HE STARTED THE DAY MINISTERING TO THE CROWDS ON THE SEA SHORE.
HE THEN TOOK A ROW BOAT AND PREACHED FROM THE DISCIPLES LARGE SAIL BOAT THEY USED FOR FISHING THE LAKE.

IN 4:10 JESUS IN ON SHORE ALONE WITH HIS DISCIPLES AND OTHERS PRIVATLY TEACHING THEM THE MEANING OF THE PARABLES. 

LATER HE TAKES THE ROW BOAT BACK TO THE SHIP AND ONCE AGAIN PREACHES TO THE CROWD. 

THEN AT DAY’S END 6PM, HE TELLS THE APOSTLES TO CROSS OVER THE LAKE TO THE OTHER SIDE.  LEAVING THE CROWD BEHIND. 

AND A NUMBER OF ROW BOATS THAT HAD GATHERED AROUND. 

THE EXPRESSION  “THEY TOOK HIM ALONG,” IS THE SAME AS THAT USED IN MAT 2:13 WHEN THE ANGLE TOLD JOSEPH TO TAKE THE YOUNG CHILD JESUS AND HIS MOTHER AND FLEE INTO EGYPT.

IT MEANS  TO TAKE ALONG UNDER YOUR PROTECTION AND CARE. 

SO JESUS WAS LETTING THE APOSTLES TAKE CHARGE OF EVERYTHING WHILE HE LAID DOWN TO SLEEP IN THE STERN OF THE SHIP. 

I’M CONVINCED THAT JESUS KNEW ALL THAT WAS ABOUT TO HAPPEN.  INCLUDING THE STORM AND THE DEMON POSSESSED MAN HE WOULD MEET ON THE SHORE. 

WELCOME TO ALL SAINTS UNIVERSITY. 

37  A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped.

THE SEA OF GALILEE IS NEARLY 700 FEET BELOW SEA LEVEL. AND SURROUNDED BY HILLY TERRAIN
WHEN STORM FRONTS COME IN FROM THE WEST THERE IS NO WARNING AND THEIR VIOLENCE IS LEGENDARY TO THIS DAY.

THE GREEK WORD FOR FURIOUS SQUALL IS 

MEGAS  LAH IE’ LAPS  A NEM’ OS

A GREAT FUNNEL CLOUD OF WIND  

WHAT STARTED OUT AS A PLEASANT SAIL ACROSS THE LAKE HAS TURNED INTO A NIGHTMARE  
WAVES ARE BREAKING OVER THE SIDE, THE SHIP WILL SOON SINK, AND THEY ALL WILL DIE.
38  Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, "Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?"

WHILE THIS WAS HAPPENING JESUS WAS ASLEEP.
THERE IS NO PILLOW OR CUSHION IN THE GREEK, THE WORD SIMPLY MEANS WHERE HE LAID HIS HEAD. 

JESUS WAS EXHAUSTED HE PUT THE APOSTLES IN CHARGE WENT TO THE BACK OF THE BOAT LAY DOWN AND FELL ASLEEP.

THE APOSTLES WAKE JESUS WITH THESE WORDS.

TEACHER!  DON’T YOU CARE IF WE DROWN?

THEY ARE SCOLDING JESUS!   REBUKING HIS LACK OF CARE FOR THEIR SAFTEY.

I’M CONVINCED THAT JESUS WENT TO SLEEP KNOWING ALL THAT WOULD TAKE PLACE AND HOPING THE APOSTLES WOULD BE UP TO THE CHALLENGE. 

WELCOME TO THE ALL SAINTS UNIVERSITY

39  He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, "Quiet! Be still!" Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.

40  He said to his disciples, "Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?"

THE STORM CAME 

THE APOSTLES STRUGGLED TO RIDE THE STORM.

THE SHIP STARTED TAKING ON WATER
THE APOSTLES PANICED, OVERCOME WITH FEAR.

THE APOSTLES NOTICED JESUS STILL ASLEEP AND IN THEIR DESPERATION THEY REBUKE HIM.

THEY FAILED THE QUIZ!.........JUST IN MARK…..

JESUS WHO COMMANDED THE UNCLEAN SPIRITS TO COME OUT, 

WHO HEALED PETERS MOTHER IN LAW AND THE MULTITUDE, 

WHO HEALED THE LEPER

WHO FORGAVE THE PARALYTIC AND HEALD HIM

WHO SILENCED HIS ENEMIES

WHO HEALED THE MAN WITH THE WITHERED HAND

WHO KNEW THE DEEP THINGS OF GOD’S KINGDOM AND EXPLAINED THEM IN PARABLES.

HE SAID  LETS CROSS OVER TO THE OTHER SIDE,,,,,,,,NOT LETS DROWN IN THE SEA.

COULD JESUS BE UNDONE BY A STORM?

WOULD THE FATHER LOOSE TRACK OF THE SON AND ALLOW HIM TO PERISH IN THE SEA
WHEN THEY SAW THE STORM WAS TOO MUCH FOR THEM…..WHY DIDN’T THEY PRAY INSTEAD OF PANIC? 
WHY DIDN’T THEY TURN TO THE FATHER BEFORE THINGS GOT OUT OF HAND.

WHY DID THEY WAITE TILL THE LAST MOMENT AND THEN REBUKE JESUS.

THEY FAILED THE QUIZ

WE ARE ALL STUDENTS IN ALL SAINTS UNIVERSITY.

EVERY DAY WE HAVE A QUIZ,   MAY BE MANY

WHEN WE STUB OUR TOE GETTING OUT OF BED

WHEN THE TOAST IS BURNED

WHEN WE’RE CUT OFF IN TRAFFIC

WHEN OUR CAREER IS GOING NOWHERE

WHEN WE DON’T LIKE OUR CLASSES OR TEACHERS.

WHEN WE LOOSE OUR JOBS

WHEN WE FACE SICKNESS OR DEATH

WHEN WE RUN OUT OF MONEY OR HAVE TOO MUCH.     OH YEAH

WHEN OUR ENEMIES WIN OR OUR FRIENDS LOOSE.

WHEN OUR FAITH IS CHALLENGED AND WE GIVE UP.
ALL SAINTS UNIVERSITY IS LIFE… IN CHRIST

WHEN WE LOOSE SITE OF WHO HE IS..WE CANNOT PASS THE TEST.

Heb 11:6  And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
41  They were terrified and asked each other, "Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!"

IT’S NOT EASY TO FACE THE CHALLENGES OF LIFE TRUSTING IN CHRIST…. BUT THAT IS WHAT LIFE IN CHRIST IS FOR.

THAT IS WHY WE ARE HERE.

WHY DID JESUS PREACH FOR 31/2 YEARS?

THAT’S HOW LONG IT TAKES

WHEN WE FIND OURSELVES IN THE MIDST OF THE STORM….BEFORE IT SWEEPS OVER US…BEFORE WE PANIC AND OVERCOME WITH FEAR AND ANGER  

REMEMBER WHO JESUS IS AND WHAT HE DID AND SAID.

Joh 16:33  "I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world."
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