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BREEDS


A breed is a group of horses that are alike in many ways.  They come from the same background and look a lot like their parents and ancestors.  The offspring (foals) will look a lot like the parents.


There are over 160 breeds of horses throughout the world.  As you learn more about horses, you will learn about other breeds.

Light Horses


“Light” Horses are horses that usually stand 14 or 14.2 hands to 17 hands high, and weigh 900 to 1400 pounds.  They are used mainly for riding, driving, or racing, or for utility purposes on the farm.  Light horses are generally more rangy and are capable of more action and greater speed than draft horses.

Arabian

· Originally from Arabia

· The oldest and purest of all breeds of horses

· Nearly all other breeds have some Arabian blood in them

· Their body colors are either black, bay, chestnut or gray

· Their skin is black

· When Arabians move they seem to “float” over the ground, moving as though on springs

· Have small muzzles, dished faces, small ears, large eyes, large nostrils, a shield-shaped bulge between the eyes.

· They have an arched neck and short back, and higher tail carriage

· Their stamina makes them excellent endurance or competitive trail riding horses.

Thoroughbred

· Originally from England

· Developed by breeding Arabian Stallions to English running horses

· Are race horses like those in the Kentucky Derby

· Are taller than most “light” horse breeds

· Are used for racing, hunting, jumping, steeple chases, hunt seat equitation, and pleasure

· Have long legs and a very long stride

· Their body colors can be bay, brown, chestnut, black, or gray.

Morgan

· An American breed coming from Vermont in the late 1700’s

· The first Morgan was named Justin Morgan after his owner, a school teacher

· Justin Morgan could outrun, out plow, or out pull almost any other horse

· Has a short, broad and muscled back, large and round barrel, and deep and wide chest.

· Medium sized head with small muzzle and slight dish

· Bay, black, brown or chestnut body colors

Quarter Horse

· Came from Virginia in the 1600’s

· More Quarter Horses than any other breed

· Developed to run sprints very fast

· Were named Quarter Horses because they ran a “quarter” of a mile faster than other breeds.

· Were used for ranch work in the west and still are today

· Used as a cutting horse, roping horse, pleasure horse, trail horse, English or Western

· Were known for their heavy “bulldog” type muscling, but today many have smoother more moderate muscling

· Cannot have Appaloosa, Paint or Albino coloring

Standarbred

· Developed in Eastern United States for road driving and racing

· Used in Harness racing

· Traditionally are not ridden

· Trotters and pacers

· Longer and lower in build than the Thoroughbred

· Shoulders have a lot of strength

American Saddlebred

· Came from Kentucky

· Flashy show horse with high head and tail carriage

· Three-gaited and five-gaited

· Shown in English or fine harness

· Moves with a lot of action and high stepping

Tennessee Walking Horse

· Originated in Tennessee

· Were used on plantations in the South

· Famous for their running walk

· Most naturally good tempered of all horses

· Very comfortable riding horses

· Are ridden English

· Gaits are flat walk, running walk, and the high, smooth, rocking chair canter

Pinto or Paint

· Descendants of the Spanish horses

· Was popular with the American Indians because of it’s spotted coloring

· Both Pinto and Paint mean spotted with body color of white and another color

· Called a Paint if of stock horse background – Quarter Horse or Thoroughbred

· Pinto refers to all types or breeds –ponies, Saddlebreds, parade and fine harness horses

Appaloosa

· Developed by the Nez Perce Indians along the Palouse River in the State of Washington

· Were first called “Palouse” horses and then became known as Appaloosa

· Have spotted coats; smaller spots than the Pinto

· Five spotted coat patterns:  blanket, marble, snow-flake, leopard and frost

· Mane and tail were thin and short so when the Indians rode them they would not get caught in brush and thickets, many have thin manes and tails today

· The skin around their muzzle and under their tail is mottled or spotted

· They must have white around their eyeball called a “sclera”

· Their hooves are often black and white striped.

Ponies


Ponies stand under 14.2 hands, weighing from 500 to 900 pounds.  There is a distinct conformation in ponies.  They are of draft horse, heavy harness horse or saddle or harness horse type, only in miniature.

Shetland Pony

· One of the smallest breeds of ponies

· Came from the Shetland Island of Great Britain

· Were used as pack animals and for riding

· Were very strong and hardy ponies because of being in a cold climate

· Today are used as children’s mounts and for fine harness or roadster pony

· Can be almost any color

Welsh Pony

· Another British breed, these ponies came from Wales

· Are larger than Shetland ponies

· Look a lot like small Arabians

· Can be any color but spotted

Pony of the Americas (POA)

· Came from the state of Iowa

· Was a cross between an Appaloosa and a Shetland pony

· POA’s look like small Appaloosas

Draft Horses


Large, heavy breeds of horses used in farming and pulling wagons are called draft horses.  They were bred for power rather than speed.  Draft horses should be blocky or compact, short legged, and heavy enough to enable them to move a heavy load and maintain secure footing.  Draft horses are between 16 and 17 hands tall and weigh between 1,600 and 2,200 pounds.

Clydesdale

· Breed is a little more than 150 years old

· Came from Scotland

· More elegant and flashier than other draft horse breeds

· Nationally known as the breed of horses that pull the Anheiser Busch wagons

· Usually bay or brown, but can be gray, black or roan

Percheron

· Came from France

· Usually dapple-gray or black

· Does not have feathers on legs

· Throughout history has been used as war horse, coach horse, farm horse, heavy artillery horse

· Was used in the battlefields during World War II

Belgian

· Came from Belgium

· Usually chestnut in color with flaxen mane and tail

· Tail is usually kept the shortest of all draft horses

· Very little feathering on legs

COLORS

Sorrel or Chestnut 

· A reddish brown horse with reddish brown or tan mane and tail.  Legs are the same color as the body.  Their legs may also have white markings.  Chestnut runs from very light reddish brown to red or very dark liver color.

Bay 

· A brown horse with black legs, mane and tail.  Body color runs from light brown, reddish brown to very dark brown, but legs, mane and tail are always black (they may also have white markings).

Brown 

· A very dark brown almost black coat with lighter brown highlights on the muzzle, the flanks and inside the legs.  Mane and tail are always black.  They are hard to tell from dark bay.

White 

· White horses are born white.  They have pink skin and usually blue or pink eyes.

Pinto 

· White plus large patches of black, brown, chestnut or any other color.

Gray 

· Born dark with dark skin.  Hair becomes whiter with age until pure white.  A gray may range from iron-gray (nearly black) to dapple-gray, white-gray, or flea-bitten gray (with tiny flecks of black or brown).

Black 

· Coal black without brown highlights.

Dun
· Sandy yellow, reddish or brown, usually with darker legs, a dark stripe down the back and a dark mane and tail.

Buckskin
· A light to dark yellow dun with black mane and tail.

Palomino 

· Golden body color with white mane and tail.  Can be a light to very dark gold color.

Roan 

· Mixture of white hairs and one other color (chestnut, bay or black).  A chestnut roan is called a strawberry roan or red roan.  A black roan is called a blue roan.

STRIPES & STOCKINGS


There may be times when all the horses in a pasture will look the same.  It is helpful then to be able to tell the horses apart by their markings, either on the legs or face.  Below are some common markings.
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BREEDS ACTIVITY


Take a tour through the barns and find a horse to match the following breeds.  Write the name next to the breed.

Quarter Horse

____________________________________

Thoroughbred

____________________________________

Appaloosa


____________________________________

Paint



____________________________________

Navajo


____________________________________

Arabian


____________________________________

COLORS & MARKINGS ACTIVITY

Take a tour through the barns and find a horse to match the following colors and markings.  Write the name next to the color or marking

Chestnut or Sorrel

_____________________________________

Black



_____________________________________

Bay



_____________________________________

Gray



_____________________________________

Buckskin or Dun

_____________________________________

White



_____________________________________

Star



_____________________________________

Bald Face


_____________________________________

Stripe



_____________________________________

Stocking


_____________________________________

Sock



_____________________________________

Snip



_____________________________________

Blaze



_____________________________________

Coronet


_____________________________________

Pastern


_____________________________________

Ankle



_____________________________________


Color this horse to match one of the horses in either barn.  Draw in the markings.  Write the horses name, breed, color and markings at the bottom of the page.[image: image1.png]




