Equistar School of Riding

Conformation (how a horse is put together)

CONFORMATION AND BALANCE

Conformation is the way the horse is put together – his physique.  Good conformation is beautiful, but more importantly, it makes a horse able to work well and stay sound even with hard work.  

Conformation defects can make a horse weak in a particular part or they can just make him less handsome.

To measure balance, start by looking at the horse from a distance.  When inspecting a horse, look at him from all angles.  Don’t neglect any.  Look at a horse you are judging from the side, at a distance, from the front, the rear, and both sides close up.   If the horse has balance, you will notice some specific body proportions.

1. A horse should be as tall at the withers as it is at the top of the croup.

2. A horse should be as long from point of shoulder to buttocks as they are tall.

3. A horse should appear to have a short back and a long underline.

4. A horse should be as deep bodied (measured from top of withers to bottom of chest) as the legs are long (measured from bottom of chest to the ground)

5. If you draw a line parallel to the ground from point of shoulder to the back of the buttocks, draw another line from point of shoulder to top of withers, draw a third line from the buttocks to the point of hip, then connect the last two lines, you should form an equilateral trapezoid.

6. The side view of a horse should divide into three equal parts.

7. A horse’s neck should be twice as long from poll to top of withers as its bottomline is from the throat latch to where the neck attaches into the chest.
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CONFORMATION AND THE HORSE’S LEGS

A horse is only as good as his legs and feet.  Good leg conformation means a horse, which is strong, sound and able to move well for his kind of work.  Poor leg conformation means weak legs that may break down under hard work.  One of the primary considerations is to notice whether or not a horse moves straight.  If he has crooked legs, he may interfere or strike a leg with the opposite foot as he moves, hurting his legs.  Besides straightness, good proportions and conformation of the leg bones means smoother, more powerful gaits.

THE FRONT LEGS
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THE BACK LEGS
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PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT

Using the horses your instructor has placed in the crossties, look for balance and good conformation (or bad) in each horse.  Write your notes below and then share your observations with the group.








